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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-
h070-h470-from-2015/) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Exemplar 1 - total 60 marks

Question 1 - Level 6 response, 24 marks

Section A - Writing about a topical language issue

‘Language is powerful; it forces us to think and act in certain ways.’

1 Write a speech to be delivered to a group of 6th formers, who are not studying English Language,   
 which critically engages with the statement above. You should write about 500 words.  [24]
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Examiner commentary
The response shows a secure knowledge of the relevant concepts 
and engages critically with the issue. There is flair in the use of 
language features and the response is skilfully constructed. 

There is absolute skill in the crafting of this response. It moves 
through topics seamlessly and works to anticipate audience 
response in a way which is wholly appropriate.

In this year’s series, Trump was a very popular choice as an 
example of a prime misuse of linguistic power. This response 
takes this approach too but is incredibly rare amongst its peers 
because it uses Trump’s language as a springboard to discuss 
the specifics of rhetorical power rather than making broad 
assertions about the figure. 

24/24 marks (AO2: 12 and AO5: 12) (Level 6)
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Section B - Exploring language in context

Question 3 - Level 6 response, 36 marks

3 Language and Gender

 Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate terminology, examine Text B in the light of the ways in which gender is represented.  
In your answer you should:

• analyse the relevant language features of the text
• explore how contextual factors and language features construct meanings
• consider the ways in which your understanding of concepts and issues relating to gender in language  
 use illuminates the representation of gender within the text.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response explores a wide range of language features 
illuminated with very appropriate examples. Conceptual knowledge 
is assured and patterns are identified and commented on with 
assurance. There are discerning explorations of contextual factors 
which are evaluated in perceptive detail .

This response is broad ranging, focused on patterns and 
analytical throughout. It’s not perfect but represents the top 
level of what could be expected of a student at AS Level.

36/36 marks (AO1: 6, AO2:18, AO3:12) (Level 6)
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Exemplar 2 - total 56 marks

Question 1 - Level 6 response, 24 marks

Section A - Writing about a topical language issue

‘Language is powerful; it forces us to think and act in certain ways.’

1 Write a speech to be delivered to a group of 6th formers, who are not studying English Language,   
 which critically engages with the statement above. You should write about 500 words.  [24]
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Examiner commentary
The response shows secure knowledge and understanding of 
relevant conceptual areas and engages critically with the issue. This 
is a skilfully constructed piece showing flair and originality. 

The opening paragraph shows clear control in its construction 
with an engaging opening statement and shifts in formality 
which are skilfully controlled to meet the needs of the stated 
audience, along with the needs of the form. 

Conceptually, it covers, briefly and implicitly, representations 
of self and it develops points on linguistic relativism through a 
more detailed discussion of gender which shows off conceptual 
knowledge but avoids becoming too technical (or even dull) for 
the stated audience.

The concluding statement is not necessarily securely rooted 
in the prior argument but clearly signals form and, given the 
quality of discussion prior to it, does not harm the overall award.

24/24 marks (AO2:12 and AO5:12) (Level 6)
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Section B - Exploring language in context

Question 3 - Level 5/6 response, 32 marks

3 Language and Gender

 Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate terminology, examine Text B in the light of the ways in which gender is represented.  
In your answer you should:

• analyse the relevant language features of the text
• explore how contextual factors and language features construct meanings
• consider the ways in which your understanding of concepts and issues relating to gender in language  
 use illuminates the representation of gender within the text.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response covers a wide range of appropriate language 
features with very well chosen examples. Good knowledge and 
understanding of concepts and engagement with patterns of 
language use. There are clear attempts to engage with contexts. 

This response opens with a superfluous introduction and closes 
with a superfluous conclusion but the response between those 
two is representative of a good response at AS.

Terminology is appropriate and covers lexis, semantics, 
grammar and, to some extent, discourse as features of the 
article. This represents a wide enough range to allow for an 
award in Level 6.

Conceptual knowledge is shown through discussion of 
representations and some references to theory which shows 
a good rather than an assured knowledge; however, there is 
clearly a focus on identifying patterns of language use and 
there is critical engagement.

The response to contexts does consider some potential 
influences but is often too assertive rather than analytical in its 
approach which places it in lower Level 5.

Clearly this is a strong response which misses out on placement 
in the top band across all AOs because of a lack of depth and 
specificity at times. A more detailed consideration of contexts 
and the way they influence representations would have, 
arguably, allowed this response to reach full marks.

32/36 marks (AO1:6, AO2:17, AO3:9) (Level 6/5)



Exemplar Candidate Work

20

AS Level English Language

© OCR 2017

Exemplar 3 - total 48 marks

Question 1 - Level 6/5 response, 21 marks

Section A - Writing about a topical language issue

‘Language is powerful; it forces us to think and act in certain ways.’

1 Write a speech to be delivered to a group of 6th formers, who are not studying English Language,   
 which critically engages with the statement above. You should write about 500 words.  [24]
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Examiner commentary
The response shows secure knowledge and understanding of 
relevant conceptual areas and takes a critical angle at times. This is 
well-constructed and clearly pitched at the stated audience. 

The opening could be viewed as featuring a number of non-
standard grammatical features; however, the form is a speech 
and the creative use of syntax shows a clear understanding of 
this. There is some loss of control but, overall, this fits the form.

The response, conceptually, covers a broad number of areas 
which are clearly linked to the topic but, at times, this loses 
the sense of critically engaging with the topic and becomes 
informative.

Discussion, towards the end, begins to feel a little disjointed and 
list-like and the conclusion, whilst signalling form once more, is 
rather brief and feels a little tacked-on.

21/24 marks (AO2:11 and AO5:10) Level #
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Section B - Exploring language in context

Question 2 - Level 5 response, 27 marks

2 Language and Power

 Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate terminology, examine Text A in the light of the ways in which power is represented. In 
your answer you should:

• analyse the relevant language features of the text
• explore how contextual factors and language features construct meanings
• consider the ways in which your understanding of concepts and issues relating to power in language  
 use illuminates the representation of power within the text. [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response covers a range of language features and shows 
competence in identifying patterns. Conceptual knowledge is good 
and used to comment on language features in the text. Context 
is analysed in some detail and linked with the construction of 
meaning. 

The response clearly identifies a range of features with accurate 
examples drawn from across the text. The opening point is one 
of the weaker points and doesn’t accurately set the tone for 
what follows. There is good conceptual knowledge but patterns 
of language use aren’t dealt with in an effective manner as they 
often seem to be floating in proximity to language features 
which have been identified rather than clearly and effectively 
linked. For example, in paragraph 2 of the response, we are told 
that Towers’ power is “quickly established” and this is linked to 
purpose but, aside from some exemplification, the response has 
made no attempt to draw the link to language patterns. 

This response is very close to being considerably stronger than 
it appears here if the candidate focuses on integrating all three 
AOs into every section of the analysis (triangulated paragraphs).

NB: The equivalent question at A Level is in Component 2 
Section B. Whilst AO1 is not referred to in the mark scheme 
for this question, triangulated responses integrated linguistic 
knowledge and patterns, concepts and contexts are still vital in 
meeting the needs of the mark scheme.

27/36 marks (AO1:5, AO2:13, AO3:9) (Level 5)
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Exemplar 4 - total 42 marks

Question 1 - Level 5/4 response, 17 marks

Section A - Writing about a topical language issue

‘Language is powerful; it forces us to think and act in certain ways.’

1 Write a speech to be delivered to a group of 6th formers, who are not studying English Language,   
 which critically engages with the statement above. You should write about 500 words.  [24]
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Examiner commentary
The response shows a sound level of knowledge and some ability to 
think critically. There are a number of elements from the stated form 
and language has been modulated for the audience. 

The response opens with a fairly straightforward introduction. 
The deictic reference to “today” signals the form but there is 
only a limited sense that this is a speech at this point.

There is a formulaic/systematic approach to presenting 
a concept, glossing it and then exemplifying it which is 
informative. Arguably, the response is dull and struggles to 
engage the audience but it is in no way inappropriate to the 
task. 

There are some rhetorical features used along with some 
spoken language features which allow for Level 4 to be 
awarded for AO5. The range and understanding shown allow for 
lower Level 5 for AO2 but the response isn’t especially critical.

17/24 marks (AO2:9 and AO5:8) (Level 5/4)



Exemplar Candidate Work

30

AS Level English Language

© OCR 2017

Section B - Exploring language in context

Question 2 - Level 5/4 response, 25 marks

2 Language and Power

 Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate terminology, examine Text A in the light of the ways in which power is represented. In 
your answer you should:

• analyse the relevant language features of the text
• explore how contextual factors and language features construct meanings
• consider the ways in which your understanding of concepts and issues relating to power in language  
 use illuminates the representation of power within the text. [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response analyses a range of language features and shows a 
sound level of conceptual knowledge which is used to competently 
identify and comment on patterns within the text. There are sound 
attempts to engage with contexts and clear, relevant points are 
made. 

The response is systematic in its consideration of language 
features and patterns and that makes it very straightforward to 
see where and when it gains credit across the AOs.

For AO1, there is a clear range and the response is better than 
“generally accurate”.

For AO2 and AO3, it is a competent and sound response that 
has a tendency to over-explain concepts or over-simplify 
aspects of contexts but it remains a solid response.

There is a sense here of a candidate who has been taught very 
well and who has worked hard to learn what they need.

25/36 marks (AO1:5, AO2:12, AO3:8) (Level 5/4)



Exemplar Candidate Work

33

AS Level English Language

© OCR 2017

Exemplar 5 - total 37 marks

Question 1 - Level 4 response, 16 marks

Section A - Writing about a topical language issue

‘Language is powerful; it forces us to think and act in certain ways.’

1 Write a speech to be delivered to a group of 6th formers, who are not studying English Language,   
 which critically engages with the statement above. You should write about 500 words.  [24]
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Examiner commentary
The response shows a reasonable level of conceptual knowledge 
and some ability to think critically about the stated issue. There 
are a number of main elements used from the stated form and 
language use has been modulated to take some account of the 
audience. 

This is a lengthy response to this question and the length is 
perhaps one reason that it can’t progress beyond Level 4. There 
is a lack of crafting and control in the construction of the text 
and, even though there are some features of the form and 
some account of the audience is taken, it doesn’t appear to be 
consciously constructed with the form and specific audience 
stated in mind.

Having said that, there is a focus on features of language 
associated with power in various contexts and there is a 
reasonable level of knowledge shown. Some points are over-
stated, the final point for example about judges having power 
because of the verb “will”. As with the previous candidate, a 
lot of learning has gone on and this candidate has really tried 
but hasn’t quite met the needs of the upper end of the mark 
scheme.

16/24 marks (AO2: 8 and AO5:8) (Level 4)



Exemplar Candidate Work

37

AS Level English Language

© OCR 2017

Section B - Exploring language in context

Question 3 - Level 4/3 response, 21 marks

3 Language and Gender

 Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate terminology, examine Text B in the light of the ways in which gender is represented.  
In your answer you should:

• analyse the relevant language features of the text
• explore how contextual factors and language features construct meanings
• consider the ways in which your understanding of concepts and issues relating to gender in language  
 use illuminates the representation of gender within the text.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response shows a generally accurate knowledge of linguistic 
methods and uses terminology appropriately. There is a sound 
level of conceptual knowledge and some comment on relevant 
language features. There are some attempts to respond to contexts 
and general comments are made about features inherent in the 
text. 

This response is fairly reductive about contextual factors but 
does consistently attempt to draw links to contexts.

Whilst there are comments about language (primarily focused 
on semantics) there are also a number of points that stray into 
discussing content rather than language but there is a sense 
that the text has been understood which was not always the 
case with some responses to this text.

Concepts are evident and there is some appropriate 
application of spoken theory to the data but a greater focus 
on representations would have served this response better. 
Comments are often made on language features rather than on 
patterns of language use.

21/36 marks (AO1:4, AO2:11,AO3:6) (Level 4/3)
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Exemplar 6 - total 29 marks

Question 1 - Level 3/4 response, 12 marks

Section A - Writing about a topical language issue

‘Language is powerful; it forces us to think and act in certain ways.’

1 Write a speech to be delivered to a group of 6th formers, who are not studying English Language,   
 which critically engages with the statement above. You should write about 500 words.  [24]



Exemplar Candidate Work

42

AS Level English Language

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

43

AS Level English Language

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
The response shows a thin level of knowledge of the relevant 
concepts but the issue has been addressed. There are attempts 
to meet the needs of genre and audience with a number of 
appropriate language features used. 

The response is, tonally, suitable for the stated audience and 
it makes a number of attempts to engage the audience. The 
opening identifies the genre with a sense of shared context and 
deictic references throughout show an understanding of the 
form.

Conceptually, the response addresses the issue stated on a 
number of occasions but doesn’t take a critical angle or make a 
clear decision as to the opinion it wishes to express. Conceptual 
knowledge is largely implicit in references to language use by 
powerful figures. 

12/24 marks (AO2:5 and AO5:7)  (Level 3/4) 
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Section B - Exploring language in context

Question 2 - Level 3/2/4 response, 17 marks

2 Language and Power

 Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate terminology, examine Text A in the light of the ways in which power is represented. In 
your answer you should:

• analyse the relevant language features of the text
• explore how contextual factors and language features construct meanings
• consider the ways in which your understanding of concepts and issues relating to power in language  
 use illuminates the representation of power within the text. [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response makes some reference to language features with 
some appropriate terminology. There are some comments on 
general language use and one pattern of language use is identified. 
Conceptual knowledge is accurate but not convincing. Response 
to contextual factors is generalised and shows some attempts to 
engage with contexts .

This response is broad and doesn’t consistently focus on the 
data. There are some parts that link language to concepts or 
contexts but this is rather scattergun at times. The introduction 
does little to focus the response or show understanding of the 
text.

This response could easily have improved with the addition 
of some basic terminology which would then have given the 
candidate something more specific to comment on. On the 
whole, this is a response which skims over the top of the data 
without ever fully engaging with trends/patterns and, as a 
result, is largely assertive.

17/36 marks (AO1:3, AO2:6, AO3:8) (Level 3/2/4)
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