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Introduction
This resource has been produced by a senior member of
the A Level English Language and Literature examining
team to offer teachers an insight into how the assessment
objectives are applied. It has taken the two high mark
questions from the sample question paper and used
them to illustrate how the questions might be answered
and provide some commentary on what factors
contribute to overall levels.
As these responses have not been through full
moderation, they are banded to give an indication of the
level of each response.
Please note that this resource is provided for advice and
guidance only and does not in any way constitute an
indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.
The sample assessment material for these answers
and commentary can be found on the A Level English
Language and literature web page and accessed via the
following link: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/asa-level-gce-english-language-and-literature-emc-h074h474-from-2015/
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Script A - Question 1
Read the two text extracts and answer the question.
You are advised to spend approximately 50 minutes on this section.
Text A is an extract from Jonathan Swift’s satirical essay A Modest Proposal, first published as a pamphlet
in 1729.
Text B is a charity fundraising leaflet published by the NSPCC in 2000 to increase awareness of and raise
funds for ChildLine.
1

Compare the ways in which the writers use language to present their views and provoke a reaction
from the reader.
In your answer you should consider:
• context
• mode and genre
• purpose and audience.

[30]

Level 3 response - 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The linguistic terms in the response – declarative, complex/
sophisticated lexis, everyday lexis, adjective, persona, pathos –
are evidenced accurately. They are used in a fairly superficial way,
with little impact on the meaning made from the texts, and at
times seem peripheral to the points being made e.g. ‘He uses the
word “breeders” as a noun’. The terms accompany mostly simple
inferences, for example the assertion that Swift tells ‘the wealthy
people of this “great” town who moan about the amount of poor
people on the streets to “eat” the children. This he obviously
doesn’t mean literally.’ The candidate’s approach to embedding
short quotations, such as ‘great’ and ‘eat’ in this example,
contribute to a lack of focus on the points being made. Despite
some recognition of specific effects of language (e.g. Swift giving
women animal attributes, and the engaging impact of direct
address in the NSPCC leaflet), the response is characterised by
broad meanings, for example the suggestions that Swift portrays
a positive image of the town. With respect to AO1, the response
is best described as ‘Limited attempt to apply relevant concepts;
some appropriate use of terminology’ (Level 2/3). With respect to
AO2: ‘Limited analysis of ways meanings are shaped’ (Level 2).

If a candidate produced this response in a mock exam, they
might be supported to:
•

apply a wider range of frameworks and terms to make richer
meanings from these and other texts

•

spend time planning before beginning to write; use
planning time to select quotations which facilitate the
exploration of the effects of language

•

understand the complexity of the context of reception of
‘A Modest Proposal’, and think beyond the label ‘satire’ in
exploring its context and genre; develop the skills more
generally of understanding the significance of context in
interpreting texts.

The response opens with valid comments about the purposes
of the two texts. Despite the use of the phrases ‘Text A and
Text B used different styles…’ and ‘Both extracts’ in the opening
paragraph, and ‘Text B in contrast to Text A’ in the second
paragraph, no creditworthy connections are made between the
two texts until the penultimate paragraph. Towards the end of
the response, three valid connections are made: the candidate
contrasts the lexis to suggest that Text B is aimed at a wider
audience than Text A, makes the observation that both have
an agenda of trying to address the issue of neglected children,
and makes the broader claim that both powerfully engage
the reader. The latter part of the response deploys relevant
contextual knowledge, such as illiteracy in 1729 and the aim of
charities to build a support base. In general, the insight shown
into the impact of the writers’ sense of audience lacks depth,
evident in the repeated idea that ‘the different styles of writing
are going to attract different audiences’. With respect to both
AO4 and AO3, achievement is best described by the descriptors
in Level 3 of the mark scheme: ‘Some attempt to explore
connections’; ‘Some awareness of significance of context’.
A best-fit approach places the response in the middle of Level 3.
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Script A - Question 4
Answer one question from Section B.
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.
Write a letter offering to work for a charity as a volunteer. Your aim is to explain why you want to help, and
describe the qualities that will make you suitable.
[20]

Level 4 response - 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The content of this response shows some sensitivity to the
demands of the task: the candidate’s focus on their own
experiences serves to explain why they want to help; and the
emphasis on their social media presence does describe qualities
that make them suitable.
There are numerous slips in spelling and grammar, some
indicative of a need for proofreading (‘I am very interesting in
working for you’, ‘could possible feel’) and others suggestive of
a level of skill (‘extremly’, ‘which I will then use my skills’, ‘I alway
knew … was alway effective’, ‘a considerate amount’, ‘sutiable’,
‘soultion’). The register is consistent and appropriately formal,
including the appropriate and effective deployment of an
idiom in ‘how much I will be able to bring to the table’. There
is a consistent attempt to create effects, for example in the
anaphoric repetition of ‘she was unable to afford…’
Achievement with respect to AO5 is best described as ‘Some
accuracy and an attempt to create effects’ (Level 3), and with
respect to AO3 as ‘Some understanding of the significance of
context’ (Level 4).
A best-fit approach places the response at the bottom of Level 4.
If a candidate produced this response in a mock exam, they
might be supported to:
•

correct spelling and grammar errors, and learn from their
corrections

•

consider the impact on their level of depth and detail, and
on their use of language for effect, of identifying a specific
charity at planning stage, and generating content in relation
to that charity’s work.
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Script B - Question 1
Read the two text extracts and answer the question.
You are advised to spend approximately 50 minutes on this section.
Text A is an extract from Jonathan Swift’s satirical essay A Modest Proposal, first published as a pamphlet
in 1729.
Text B is a charity fundraising leaflet published by the NSPCC in 2000 to increase awareness of and raise
funds for ChildLine.
1

Compare the ways in which the writers use language to present their views and provoke a reaction
from the reader.
In your answer you should consider:
• context
• mode and genre
• purpose and audience.

[30]

Level 4 response - 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is structured around three comparisons: the
different purposes of the two texts; the different registers; and
the different modes. Some of these connections shed more light
on the texts than others. The lower register of the NSPCC leaflet
leads to an observation of the further difference in audience
between the two texts, and is broken down in a way that partly
explores the connection. The discussions of the purpose and
mode of each text are little influenced by the presence of the
other text and seem only nominally comparative. As such,
achievement in relation to AO4 is best described as ‘Some
attempt to explore connections’ (Level 3).
There is frequent use of terminology drawn from relevant
areas of linguistic study, all accurately evidenced, including:
semantic field, verbs, modals, personal pronouns, high register,
adjectives, declarative, simple lexis, written mode, mixed mode.
Often, these terms describe features rather than analysing
the ways that meanings are shaped. Comments on meaning
tend to be fairly general, for example: ‘These modal verbs and
pronouns are very effective because they involve the reader’;
‘The point of this [uncontracted modals] is to make it seem
to the audience that he is a high class’. Despite the number of
terms, the application of frameworks would need to be more
purposeful and discriminating to be described as ‘secure’ and
‘appropriate’. As such, achievement with respect to AO1 is best
described as ‘Competent application of concepts and methods;
mainly appropriate use of terminology’ (Level 4). Achievement
with respect to AO2 is best described as ‘Limited analysis of ways
meanings are shaped’ (Level 2).
The response deploys informed contextual knowledge about
both texts. Understanding is shown of Swift’s aim ‘to shock
his readers with the gruesome idea’, and the importance of
verisimilitude to ‘A Modest Proposal’. There are several references
in the analysis of Text B to the leaflet’s need to appeal to a wide
audience and to encourage them to make donations, including
in discussion of the register, the images and the childlike voice.
In relation to AO3, the response is best described as ‘Some
understanding of the significance and influence of contexts’
(Level 4).
A best-fit approach places the response below the middle of
Level 4.
If a candidate produced this response in a mock exam, they
might be supported to:
•

find an approach to comparison which allows for more
numerous and more detailed connections between the
texts, such that each text genuinely sheds light on the other

•

explore meaning in a more focused way, selecting those
language features which help them to develop a rich
interpretation of the texts.

14

© OCR 2018

AS Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

Exemplar Candidate Work

Script B - Question 3
Answer one question from Section B.
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.
Write a magazine article using irony and exaggeration to ridicule the view that young people spend too
much time on mobile phones and social media.
[20]

Level 4 response - 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response demonstrates good understanding of aspects of
the task, particularly in its use of irony and exaggeration. It is not
clear that the candidate ‘ridicules the view that young people
spend too much time on mobile phones and social media’;
although the ironic voice is sustained, the invective seems closer
to arguing that young people do spend too much time on their
phones than the opposite. The style contains various journalistic
features, with an appropriate tendency towards sensationalism,
including the opening statistic and alliterative phrases (‘aren’t
pensioners or prisoners, they’re teenagers’, ‘our brave boys and
precious princesses’. The clarity of the task and the genre of a
magazine article are not consistently explicit enough for the
higher levels of the mark scheme. Achievement in relation to
AO3 is best described as ‘Some awareness of significance of
context’ (Level 3).

structure; the topic development of ‘teens … known as the
under tens’ whose ‘arsenal has increased’ and of ‘the creatures
we call adults’ suggests some loss of the sight of the task.
Together with the occasional slips in technical accuracy (the
apostrophe in ‘phone’s’; the comma splice in ‘if you can, the
best way is’), this makes it difficult to describe the response as
‘controlled’. Achievement in relation to AO5 is best described as
‘Competence and creativity demonstrated in the use of English’
(Level 5/4).
A best-fit approach places the response at the top of Level 4.
If a candidate produced this response in a mock exam, they
might be encouraged to:

The strong conceit (i.e. the figurative criminalisation of social
media use) is sustained with several humorous moments
(‘street name Internet’, ‘uncuffed from the world of social
media’). There is less sense of cohesion in the content and
16

•

consider each aspect of the question carefully

•

spend some time planning whole-text structure before
beginning to write

•

consider information structure and consciously deploy
features of genre at whole-text level.
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Script C - Question 1
Read the two text extracts and answer the question.
You are advised to spend approximately 50 minutes on this section.
Text A is an extract from Jonathan Swift’s satirical essay A Modest Proposal, first published as a pamphlet
in 1729.
Text B is a charity fundraising leaflet published by the NSPCC in 2000 to increase awareness of and raise
funds for ChildLine.
1

Compare the ways in which the writers use language to present their views and provoke a reaction
from the reader.
In your answer you should consider:
• context
• mode and genre
• purpose and audience.

[30]

Level 4 response - 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is structured around three comparative ideas:
sentence type, discourse structure and a shift in tone. The
connections feel particular to these two texts, with the long
sentences and dense essay form of Swift shedding some light
on the short sentences and text design of the NSPCC leaflet.
The change in tone is perhaps less productive than the other
connections, but is meaningfully explored in relation to both
texts. Achievement with respect to AO4 is best described as
‘Competent exploration of connections’ (Level 4).
A range of terminology is used. There are frequent inaccuracies
in spelling of specialist terms (‘lots of parathasis’, ‘asindetic
listing’, ‘simple monosylabic sentences’, ‘repetion of the personal
prounoun’) and occasional inaccuracies in usage (‘adverbs like
“savage” and “inhuman”’), but concepts are applied selectively
and purposefully. Features are explored with meaningful
interpretive vocabulary: ‘long sentences … and asindetic listing
…sets up and introduces the pompous and rich persona’; the
‘simple monosylabic sentences … create a childlike persona’;
‘Text A starts very descriptive … the personal prounoun “I”
signals the change to a much more informative style’. There
is also analysis of the different forms of pronoun reference in
Text B, and the associated change in register. With respect to
AO1, the response is best described as ‘Competent application
of concepts; mainly appropriate use of terminology; generally
clear written expression with occasional inconsistencies’ (Level
4/3). With respect to AO2, the response is best described as
‘Competent analysis of ways meanings are shaped’ (Level 4).
The candidate demonstrates a good, informed sense of
contextual factors of both texts. Swift’s persona is connected
to his intention ‘to satarise his rich … protistant audience’; its
structure is linked to the way he makes fun of the writing style of
these pamphlets’. Similarly, the images in the NSPCC leaflet are
said to be important in the way they ‘catch the eye’, and there is
recognition that readers need to know how their donations are
used. Achievement in relation to AO3 is best described as ‘Some
understanding of the significance of contexts’ (Level 4).
A best-fit approach places the answer at the top of Level 4.
If a candidate produced this response in a mock exam, they
might be encouraged to:
•

systematically learn the spelling of specialist terminology,
and other spellings based on corrections

•

group points and quotations together, to produce denser
passages of analysis, using a wider range of terms to
develop stronger interpretations.

20
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Script C - Question 2
Answer one question from Section B.
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.
Write a script for a presentation to representatives of a local business. Your purpose is to persuade them
to sponsor a charitable event.
[20]

Level 4 response - 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response has a lively tone which demonstrates good
sensitivity to the context given in the task, and especially to
the spoken mode of the presentation. The opening strikes an
appropriate level of formality, with semi-formal address and
lexical choices (‘opportunity’, ‘community’, ‘a few perks’). Later
discourse markers, including the question ‘Why dose the arts
matter?’ and ‘Now, you may want to know’, sustain the mixed
register throughout, as well as helping to give a strong sense of
whole-text shaping. The specifics of the charity and the event
help to give the depth and detail necessary for an engaging and
convincing talk. Syntactically, the writing is accurate and varied.
At word level, there are spelling errors with many polysyllabic
words.
With respect to AO3, the response is best described as ‘Clear and
relevant understanding of the significance of context’ (Level 5).
For AO5, ‘Some accuracy and engaging effects’ (Level 3/4).
A best-fit approach places the response at the top of Level 4.
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Script D - Question 1
Read the two text extracts and answer the question.
You are advised to spend approximately 50 minutes on this section.
Text A is an extract from Jonathan Swift’s satirical essay A Modest Proposal, first published as a pamphlet
in 1729.
Text B is a charity fundraising leaflet published by the NSPCC in 2000 to increase awareness of and raise
funds for ChildLine.
1

Compare the ways in which the writers use language to present their views and provoke a reaction
from the reader.
In your answer you should consider:
• context
• mode and genre
• purpose and audience.

[30]

Level 4 response - 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response opens with an explicitly comparative approach,
identifying similarities in subject matter and the way both texts
aim to provoke readers into action. Further connections are
attempted through active/passive voice, first/second person
pronouns, and the use of semantic fields. Some connections
are more productive than others: the active voice is not a
consistently comparative line of inquiry; the two texts shed as
much light on each other in the opening paragraph as anywhere
else in the response. Nonetheless, the comparisons are frequent
and sustained enough for achievement in relation to AO4 to
be best described as ‘Competent exploration of connections,
developed in places’ (Level 4/5).
A range of terminology is used. Most terms are used
appropriately and evidenced accurately, including verbs,
personal pronoun, clauses, structure, anecdote, second person,
synthetic personalisation, adjective. Occasional inaccuracies with
terminology (‘abstract nouns “lonely” and “scared”’) are consistent
with the handling of ideas relating to active and passive voice:
the overall impression is of an understanding of language
frameworks that is developing but not yet secure. Achievement
in relation to AO1 is best described as ‘Competent application of
relevant concepts; mainly appropriate use of terminology’ (Level
4).
The candidate demonstrates an informed sense of contextual
factors of both texts, saying that Swift ‘intended to shock the
audience (middle class officials)’ and that the ‘underlying agenda’
of Text B is to encourage readers to ‘donate money to the NSPCC’
and ‘to produce a sense of guilt’. There is some misunderstanding
in the early claim that the address on the NSPCC leaflet helps
to identify the target audience. Nonetheless, there is sufficient
evidence for the response to be described as showing ‘Some
understanding of the significance of contexts’ (Level 4).
The meanings made tend to be broad, for example: Swift’s use
of the first person is said to have ‘the effect of making the text
seem more personal at times’; the synthetic personalisation in
Text B is said to ‘create a relationship with the reader, enducing
feelings such as sympathy’. The strongest comment on meaning
comes towards the end of the response: ‘These symantic fields
dehumanise those suffering in poverty, making the voice sound
cold, callous, but also serious’. However, such explicit exploration
of meaning occurs infrequently. With respect to AO2, the
response is best described as ‘Some analysis of ways meanings
are shaped’ (Level 3).
A best-fit approach places the response above the middle of
Level 4.
If a candidate produced this response in a mock exam, they
might be encouraged to find ways to:
•

focus more attention on AO2

•

use their own interpretive vocabulary to explore meaning
more consistently

•

group points together so as to develop interpretations of
the texts.
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Script D - Question 2
Answer one question from Section B.
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.
Write a script for a presentation to representatives of a local business. Your purpose is to persuade them
to sponsor a charitable event.
[20]

Level 6 response - 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response seems to benefit significantly from the candidate’s
ability to draw on and explore an area of personal interest. The
candidate has imagined such a precise and concrete setting for
the talk – being in the zoo and presenting to its managers – that
the influence of context pervades the response, most obviously
in deixis such as ‘come here today’, ‘I stand before you today’,
‘this zoo’, ‘two months from now’. Details, such as the reference
to the arrival of the fun bears in 2014 and the specific plan for
the charity event, feel appropriate and convincing. The mixed
register is also highly appropriate, consistently balancing the
formal with the personal, e.g. ‘Thank you for your time and we

hope that you will consider our proposal’. Rhetorical devices
are used for effect in measured ways, for example: ‘You helped
take them away from a life of misery, distress and exploitation’;
‘Tigers are not meant to be… Lion cubs are not meant to be…
Monkeys are not meant to be…’ The structure of the response
sequences the information logically, in a way that is sensitive to
the listeners’ needs, and demonstrates whole-text shaping.
The response is best described as showing ‘Control and
creativity’ (Level 5) and ‘Perceptive understanding of the
significance of contexts (Level 6). A best-fit approach places it at
the bottom of Level 6.
31
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Script E - Question 1
Read the two text extracts and answer the question.
You are advised to spend approximately 50 minutes on this section.
Text A is an extract from Jonathan Swift’s satirical essay A Modest Proposal, first published as a pamphlet
in 1729.
Text B is a charity fundraising leaflet published by the NSPCC in 2000 to increase awareness of and raise
funds for ChildLine.
1

Compare the ways in which the writers use language to present their views and provoke a reaction
from the reader.
In your answer you should consider:
• context
• mode and genre
• purpose and audience.

[30]

Level 5 response - 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is built around four comparative ideas. The
contrasts between low and high frequency lexis, and between
complex and simple sentences, are direct and mostly accurate,
but only briefly developed. The connections made between
lexis in Text A and images in Text B, and through descriptions
of the discourse structure of each text, are less convincing.
Achievement with respect to AO4 is best described as
‘Competent exploration of connections informed by linguistic
and literary concepts’ (Level 4).
Aside from some confusion over low and high frequency lexis,
a range of specialist terms are accurately evidenced, including:
synthetic personalisation, semantic field, nouns, multimodal,
simple / compound / complex sentences, noun phrases,
indefinite article. The deployment of these terms – all used
purposefully to explore points pertinent to these texts – means
that achievement with respect to AO1 is best described as
‘Secure application of relevant concepts; appropriate use of
terminology’ (Level 5).
There are a few occasions of clear analysis of ways meanings are
shaped. One is a comment on the dehumanising effect of the
semantic field of farming. Another is the more sustained passage
of analysis of the images in Text B, exploring the effects of the
shading, Molly’s hunched posture, the connotations of ‘help’
and the contrast between the back and front of the leaflet. This
passage demonstrates skills consistent with the word ‘developed’
in the descriptors for AO2 in the top levels of the mark scheme.
Its atypical presence in this response mean that achievement
with respect to AO2 is best described as ‘Competent analysis of
ways meanings are shaped’ (Level 4).
The response deploys informed understanding of contextual
factors for Text A, including ‘the initial impression that Swift
intends to give’ and ‘the pragmatic meaning … that the upper
class are doing nothing to solve the problem’. The analysis of
the images in Text B are sensitive to its purposes and aspects of
the way it would be received: ‘to inspire people to donate, even
before they’re read the leaflet’; ‘they assume you’ve donated
so you’ve caused this difference’; ‘the fabrication of Molly and
the idea that she has written this leaflet’. With respect to AO3,
the response is best described as showing ‘Clear and relevant
understanding of the significance of contexts’ (Level 5).
A best-fit approach places the response in the middle of Level 5.
If a candidate produced this response in a mock exam, they
might be encouraged to:
•

consider how the word ‘developed’ describes their analysis
of the images in Text B; and to achieve a similar kind of
development in their analysis of the language of the texts.
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Script E - Question 3
Answer one question from Section B.
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.
Write a magazine article using irony and exaggeration to ridicule the view that young people spend too
much time on mobile phones and social media.
[20]

Level 6 response - 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response successfully addresses each aspect of a
demanding task. There is a strong sense of whole-text shaping
consistent with the information structure of an opinion article
in a newspaper or magazine: a playful, attention-grabbing
opening; an exposition that quotes other sources in establishing
the issue; a development through a detailed account of
personal experience; and a clearly resolved closing position.
Impressively, the response not only uses irony and exaggeration,
but it genuinely ridicules those who criticise young people for
spending too much time on their phones. The various conceits
(the Telegraph’s Twitter account, the adults using Facebook to
complain about their children’s addiction to social media, and
the account of going ‘cold turkey’) are witty and convincing. The
candidate demonstrates flair at word and sentence levels, with
some striking turns of phrase: ‘having been delivered clutching
a hot pink Blackberry’; ‘I felt desolate and chronically lonely
without any reassuring buzzes emanating from the device I am
so fond of’; ‘I checked my pockets for my rose gold guardian
angel’; ‘my mother was aghast’.
The response is best described as demonstrating ‘Flair, originality
and a high degree of control’ and ‘Perceptive understanding of
the significance of contexts’. It is placed at the top of Level 6.

38

© OCR 2018

The small print

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure
that our resources work for you. When the email template pops
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click
‘Send’. Thank you.
Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com
Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:
www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk/alevelreform
OCR Customer Contact Centre
General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.
© OCR 2018 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office 1 Hills
Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466.
OCR is an exempt charity.

