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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-geography-h081-
h481-from-2016/) for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials and 
the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres available on 
the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-geography-h081-h481-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-geography-h081-h481-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-geography-h081-h481-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Section A - Landscape Systems

Option A - Coastal Landscapes

Question 1(a)(i) 

Fig. 1 – Mean wind speed and wind direction recorded in Newquay, Cornwall, UK

Month Wind speed (mph) Wind direction
January 8.9 286° (WNW)

February 5.7 333° (NNW)
March 5.8 59° (ENE)
April 7.8 328° (NNW)
May 5.1 14° (NNE)
June 8.8 201° (SSW)
July 5.9 284° (WNW)

August 5.9 223° (SW)
September 6.3 300° (WNW)

October 5.7 277° (W)
November 6.6 289° (WNW)
December 9.1 277° (W)

1 (a) Fig. 1 shows mean wind speed and wind direction recorded in Newquay, Cornwall, UK.

  (i) Using evidence from Fig. 1, describe the annual pattern of wind speed and wind direction. 
    [3]

Exemplar 1 (3 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate clearly identifies a pattern with the wind speed 
increasing in the winter months and goes on to give the range of 
figures. Full marks is then awarded as the candidate also makes a 
point about wind direction by referring to the modal direction.
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1 (a) Fig. 1 shows mean wind speed and wind direction recorded in Newquay, Cornwall, UK.

  (ii) Suggest how one geomorphic process is influenced by wind speed and wind direction. 
   [4]

Question 1(a)(ii)  

Exemplar 1 (4 marks)



Exemplar Candidate Work

7

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
Longshore drift is clearly identified as the geomorphic process. 
The candidate then clearly explains how this process is influenced 
by wind direction and speed, writing in sequence with all steps 
described. The use of key terms such as swash and destructive 
waves shows good knowledge and understanding by the 
candidate.
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Question 1(b) 

1 (b) Explain the formation of geos.  [8] 
   

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 5 marks)
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Examiner commentary
Here top of L2 has been awarded for reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of how a geo has formed. The candidate clearly 
understands the importance of erosion in the formation and the 
subsequent roof collapse in the formation of a geo. In order to 
access L3 the answer would benefit from further detail on the 
development of the landform rather than focusing solely on the 
types of erosion and weathering processes. For example, they 
could have included reference to geos starting as sea tunnels or 
the formation of blowholes as part of the sequence. This would 
have resulted in their ideas being well-developed and allowing 
access to L3.
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Question 1(c)*

1 (c)* “Climate change is the most important factor in the modification of landforms within coastal   
  landscape systems”. To what extent do you agree with this statement?                                          [14] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 11 marks)
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Examiner commentary
In this answer the candidate has achieved Level 3 for both AO1 
and AO2. Their knowledge and understanding is comprehensive 
and most importantly they have made explicit how climate 
change and other factors could alter landscapes. For example, 
they make clear links between climate change and eustatic 
change which in turn affects deltas and causes raised beaches. 
Furthermore the candidate is able to access Level 3 for AO2 by 
focusing on the command words of the question. They address 
‘to what extent’ throughout and the answer is made stronger 
by the candidate discussing other potentially important factors. 
The candidate would benefit from including some place-specific 
detail to illustrate the ideas they are discussing.
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Option B - Glaciated Landscapes

Question 2(a)(i) 

Fig.  2 – Mean minimum temperature and snowfall recorded on the West Glacier, Montana, USA

Month Minimum temperature (°C) Snowfall (cm)
January –7.6 76.2

February –7.3 43.2
March –4.1 35.6
April –0.8 7.6
May 3.3 0
June 6.8 0
July 9.2 0

August 8.4 0
September 4.1 0

October –0.2 0
November –3.6 45.7
December –7.9 86.4

2 (a) Fig. 2 shows mean minimum temperature and snowfall recorded on the West Glacier, Montana, USA.

  (i) Using evidence from Fig. 2, describe the annual pattern of temperature and snowfall.           [3]

Exemplar 1( 3 marks)



Exemplar Candidate Work

14

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
The candidate easily earns 3 marks for this answer. They have 
started by addressing temperature, giving the general pattern 
alongside specific data including the maximum and minimum – 
thus implying the range. They then discuss snowfall; again, giving 
both the general pattern as well as figures.
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Question 2(a)(ii)  

Exemplar 1 (4 marks)

2 (a) Fig. 2 shows mean minimum temperature and snowfall recorded on the West Glacier, Montana, USA.

  (ii) Suggest how one geomorphic process is influenced by temperature and snowfall.                 [3]

Examiner commentary
The question asks for one geomorphic process and thus the 
candidate is correct in choosing a specific type of erosion and 
focuses their whole answer on this process. The structure of their 
answer is also good showing to the examiner that they have 
addressed the influence of temperature and snowfall on this 
process. They understand how each of these can influence the 
rate of abrasion and their explanation is clear, linking to ideas of 
pressure and the mass of the glacier. 

The response was point marked and thus the candidate achieves 
full marks for making 4 valid points that reference both snowfall 
and temperature.
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Question 2(b) 

2 (b) Explain the formation of roches moutonnées.  [8]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 8 marks)

Examiner commentary
Throughout their answer the candidate displays thorough 
knowledge and understanding of how a roche moutonné is 
formed. They use accurate geographical terminology and are 
able to include processes such as internal deformation to explain 
the formation of this landform. Their answer is written in a step by 
step way that talks the examiner through the full sequence and 
provides added detail such as the reason behind the presence 
of striations. This is therefore a well-developed response that is 
written clearly and concisely and thus earns the candidate the  
full 8 marks.
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Question 2(c)*

2 (c)* “Climate change is the most important factor in the modification of landforms within glaciated   
  landscape systems”. To what extent do you agree with this statement?                                          [14] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 11 marks)
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Examiner commentary
In this answer, the candidate has been awarded the lower 
end of L3 for both AO1 and AO2. For AO1 (knowledge and 
understanding) they demonstrate an understanding of how 
both climate change and humans can modify these landscapes. 
For example, they accurately explain how and why pingos 
might be modified and change into ognips. To access the top 
end of L3, the candidate would need to give further examples 
of changes that could occur as a result of other factors to show 
comprehensive understanding. For AO2, they have applied 
their knowledge and understanding well and shown how 
climate change is not necessarily the most important factor. 
They also regularly refer back to the question to show that they 
are explicitly addressing ‘to what extent’. Again to access the full 
marks for AO2 the candidate would benefit from discussing ideas 
such as influences over time or reference to scale.
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Option C - Dryland Landscapes

Question 3(a)(i) 

Fig.  3 – Mean maximum temperature and precipitation recorded in the Mojave Desert, California,USA

Month Maximum temperature (°C) Precipitation (mm)
January 14.1 30

February 15.7 39
March 18.7 25
April 21.9 6
May 26.9 3
June 31.9 1
July 35.8 8

August 35.6 7
September 31.3 4

October 25.5 9
November 18.4 15
December 13.5 23

3 (a) Fig. 3 shows mean maximum temperature and precipitation recorded in the Mojave Desert,    
  California, USA.

  (i) Using evidence from Fig. 3, describe the annual pattern of temperature and precipitation.           
    [3]

Exemplar 1 (3 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate makes a minimum of 3 valid points including 
giving the overall annual patterns as well as specific data such 
as the range. By including a description of both temperature 
and precipitation they are able to achieve full marks. It is worth 
noting that the candidate has made more points than needed 
to achieve full marks and thus it is important to consider timing 
when answering a low-tariff question such as this.
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Question 3(a)(ii)  

Exemplar 1 (1 mark)

3 (a) Fig. 3 shows mean maximum temperature and precipitation recorded in the Mojave Desert,    
  California, USA.

  (ii) Suggest how one geomorphic process is influenced by temperature and precipitation.        [4]

Examiner commentary
The question asks for the influence of temperature and 
precipitation on one geomorphic process. The candidate makes 
brief reference to the effect of precipitation on Aeolian erosion. 
Further explanation of the link between precipitation and 
this process is required for a second mark. In addition a valid 
explanation of the influence of temperature on Aeolian erosion 
would be needed to secure full marks.



Exemplar Candidate Work

22

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Question 3(b) 

3 (b) Explain the formation of wadis. [8]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 6 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate demonstrates a relatively strong understanding of 
the formation of wadis. They have identified important features 
and used key geographical terminology such as ephemeral 
streams to explain their formation. As a result, they are able to 
access the bottom end of L3. In order to earn full marks the 
candidate would need to add further detail to their answer, 
for example by discussing further the fluvial processes and the 
sediment store.



Exemplar Candidate Work

24

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Question 3(c)*

3 (c)* “Climate change is the most important factor in the modification of landforms within dryland   
  landscape systems”. To what extent do you agree with this statement?                                        [14] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 9 marks)



Exemplar Candidate Work

25

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

26

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

27

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

28

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
In this answer, the candidate meets the Level 2 criteria for both 
AO1 and AO2. For AO1 they demonstrate some thorough 
knowledge of how climate change can modify landforms within 
dryland landscapes. For example, they are able to correctly 
discuss the change that can occur to pingos. To address AO2, 
the candidate then goes on to discuss other influencing factors 
thus suggesting that climate change is not necessarily the most 
important factor. For example, they discuss the importance of 
humans in the modification of these landforms. This section of 
their answer is stronger and has supporting place-specific detail. 
In order to access L3, the candidate should include further detail 
on the importance of climate change as, besides the comment 
about pingos, this section is less well explored. In doing so, the 
candidate would show comprehensive knowledge for AO1 and 
make further evaluative comments for AO2.
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Question 4(a)

4 (a) Explain how two demographic characteristics might contribute to the identity of a place   
  at local scale. [4]

Section B - Changing Spaces; Making Places

Exemplar 1 (3 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate has clearly identified two correct demographic 
characteristics – age and population density with some 
development of the second idea. In order to gain 4 marks the 
candidate needs to add clarity to their development of age and 
explain clearly how it would contribute to the identity of an 
area. For example, a youthful age structure could result in more 
schools in the area.
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Exemplar 2 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
Two demographic characteristics – age and migration – are 
clearly identified to gain the first 2 marks. The candidate then 
goes on to state how each would contribute to place identity 
with a specific point e.g. an increase in street art and nightlife. As 
a result they also gain both development points to achieve full 
marks for this question.
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Exemplar 3 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate gives two clear demographic characteristics – 
ethnicity and age structure. They then develop each point with 
a specific example of how it could change the identity of an 
area; for ethnicity this includes reference to a place they may 
have studied, and for age they make clear the types of buildings 
that might have developed in the area. By identifying two 
characteristics with two clear developments they achieve full 
marks for the answer.
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Question 4(b)(i)

Due to copyright permissions the Ordnance Survey map for this question cannot be reproduced 
within this exemplar.  Ordnance Survey map, Extract No 2247/EXP137.

4 (b) Study Fig. 4a, the OS map extract of central and southeast Ashford. Ashford is an historic   
  market town in Kent which has experienced rapid urban growth and economic change in the   
  last 20 years. 

  (i) Using evidence from Fig. 4a, identify and locate one land use that shows evidence of   
   recent urban growth.         [1]

Exemplar 1 (1 mark)

Examiner commentary
The candidate identifies an appropriate land use and locates it 
using the correct grid reference.

Exemplar 2 (1 mark)

Examiner commentary
One land use idenitifed with a correct grid reference.

Exemplar 3 (1 mark)

Examiner commentary
One land use is clearly identified with a correct grid reference.
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Question 4(b)(ii)

4 (b) Study Fig. 4a, the OS map extract of central and southeast Ashford. Ashford is an historic   
  market town in Kent which has experienced rapid urban growth and economic change in the   
  last 20 years. 

  (ii) With reference to Fig. 4a suggest how two players have influenced recent economic   
   change in Ashford.      [4]

Exemplar 1 (3 marks)
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Exemplar 2 (3 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate has identified two players linked to economic 
change for the first 2 marks. For each they have then earned a 
further mark for an appropriate development, for example in this 
case noting that the private sector may have been responsible for 
the outlet shopping centre.

Examiner commentary
Two appropriate players have been identified – TNCs and 
the government. The candidate makes the influence of the 
government clear with the idea of rebranding and thus earns a 
development mark. The influence of TNCs is less clear and the link 
to the business park needs further explanation.
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Exemplar 3 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate names two appropriate players and then explains 
clearly how they have influenced economic change by using the 
resource. The answer is structured in such a way that it makes it 
clear for the examiner to see that they have identified each player 
and developed each point. 
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Question 4(c)

Due to copyright permissions Fig 4b cannot be reproduced within this exemplar. 

4 (c) Using evidence from Fig. 4b and Fig. 4c, explain two differences in the informal representations  
  of Dunwich.                                       [6]

Exemplar 1 (Level 1 response, 2 marks)

Fig. 4c – Extracts from the Suffolk Tourist Guide, 2016

It’s hard to believe that the small, sleepy village of Dunwich on the Suffolk coast was once a bustling 
city with a population of 4,000. However, at one time it was the unofficial capital of East Anglia and a 
bustling seaport with 8 churches, 5 houses of religious order, and was the port responsible for major 
trades including the export of wool and grain and the import of fish, fir and timber. Today Dunwich is  
a small village with a large shingle beach, a Heath & Forest stretching to Westleton in one direction  
and Walberswick in the other, with RSPB Minsmere alongside. So there’s still plenty to see and do!

Settled between Walberswick and Southwold, this is a perfect location to launch a birdwatching 
expedition, as it is nearby to the birdwatching areas of Dunwich Heath and RSPB Minsmere.

The Dunwich Museum …. charts the story of the City-Town-Village through the centuries, taking the 
visitor through the Roman, Saxon, Medieval periods right up to date. There’s a DVD ….. and also a 
natural history collection detailing some of the ecology in this AONB.

From Spring to the end of November the beach cafe at Dunwich is open, offering a full range of 
refreshments, including fish & chips of course! There is also a large car park and public toilets open  
all year, so come to Dunwich for an invigorating stroll or even a dip!

After all that exercise you’ll need somewhere to recuperate and what better place than The Ship, 
Dunwich, which also provides accommodation for those too tired to leave.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 3 response, 6 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate achieves full marks for this answer due to two clear 
contrasts each supported by evidence. Their first contrast notes 
how the painting shows only a small area where as the guide 
discusses activities beyond one small space. They go on then to 
give examples of this showing good use of the resource. For their 
second contrast, they explain the difference in the portrayal of 
the area noting that the guide also references the area’s history. 

Again they use a specific quote from the resource to support the 
point they are making. As a result, they earn the 4 AO2 marks 
for the contrasts and the 2 AO3 marks for using the resources as 
supporting evidence.

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to draw out clear contrasts 
between the sources and also use evidence to support the points 
they are making thus both AO2 and AO3 marks are available. 
This candidate notes ideas about each source but the contrasts 
between them are not clear. There is no reference to specific 
detail from the sources resulting in the candidate not being 
able to achieve beyond L1. For example, when talking about the 
tourist guide being biased to attract people, the candidate could 
have quoted text from the guide to support this point.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 3 response, 6 marks)

Examiner commentary
This is a well-structured answer that tackles each contrast in turn. 
Within each paragraph they clearly explain the contrast between 
the two resources, for example noting that the tourist guide 
describes the area over time whilst the painting is a snap shot 
in time. Furthermore, they support each contrast with evidence 
from the resource such as by quoting direct text. As a result they 
are able to gain full marks for their answer.
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Question 4(d)*

4 (d)* To what extent are patterns of social inequality the result of economic factors?                           [14]

Exemplar 1 (Level 1 response, 4 marks)
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Examiner commentary
In this answer the candidate shows some basic understanding of 
the economic factors influencing social inequality such as income 
and access to healthcare. However, none of these factors are 
developed fully. Whilst the candidate usefully draws on two case 
studies to support their ideas, these examples are vague and lack 
the detail needed to move to L2 or L3. For example, rather than 
saying the clean water supply is limited, the candidate could give 
specific facts about the percentage of the population with access 
or the incidences of water-borne diseases. 

Furthermore the question asks ‘to what extent’ and this isn’t really 
tackled in the answer. L2 and L3 responses tended to provide 
clearer arguments about the influence of economic factors 
on patterns of social inequality. In addition these higher level 
answers discussed other factors that may come into play, such as 
social or political factors, which showed a wider understanding of 
the topic.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2 response, 9 marks)
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Examiner commentary
For the AO1 strand of the marking criteria, the candidate 
demonstrates reasonable knowledge and understanding (L2) 
of the importance of economic and other factors on social 
inequality. For example, they reference healthcare disparities 
and how these can be linked to affluence. There is also some 
place-specific detail to show contrasts between different places. 
In order to access L3 the candidate needs to develop their ideas 
further; for example, making clear the links between the factor 
and its influence on social inequality. They also access L2 for AO2 
as they have specifically addressed ‘to what extent’. By exploring 
the economic factors first and then going on to discuss cultural 
factors, the structure clearly shows the examiner that AO2 credit 
is evident. Here they could improve by writing a more balanced 
answer as this is only briefly explored. They also link the cultural 
factor to the impact on jobs and earnings, but the candidate 
could have highlighted how ultimately this different factor still 
links to an economic one to show further analysis and evaluation.
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Exempar 3 (Level 3 response, 14 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate was awarded full marks for this answer as they 
demonstrated both thorough knowledge and understanding 
and thorough application and evaluation. The answer is clearly 
structured with a short introduction showing they understand 
the meaning of social inequality. The candidate then goes on to 
discuss the importance of a range of economic factors. There is 
accurate place-specific detail throughout this section in order 
to support the point they are making. They have also linked 
factors together such as showing how income can influence 
housing which in turn can affect the spread of disease. By using 
the word ‘however’ to introduce the next section of their answer, 
the candidate is clearly showing the examiner that they are 
addressing the question stem ‘to what extent’. Overall this is a 
strong answer that addresses a range of factors and is clearly 
structured to give both sides of an argument. In the time given 
for this question, the candidate could not have been expected to 
do more and thus full marks were awarded.
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Question 5(a)(i)

5 (a) Study Fig. 5, an area in which it is proposed to carry out an AS level geographical investigation. 

  (i) State a geographical hypothesis that could be tested in the area shown. Justify using   
   evidence from Fig. 5. [4]

Exemplar 1 (1 mark)

Section C - Fieldwork

Fig. 5 – An area in which it is proposed to carry out an AS level geographical investigation

Examiner commentary
The candidate gains one mark for stating an appropriate 
hypothesis. However, no further credit is given due to unclear 
justification.



Exemplar Candidate Work

48

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Exemplar 2 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate gives a valid and appropriate hypothesis that 
could be conducted in this area. Furthermore they then make 
a range of justification points as to why it would be suitable, 
such as noting that there are a variety of habitats shown with 
examples of these.
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Exemplar 3 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
Whilst many candidates chose a physical geography themed 
investigation, the idea of conducting a traffic investigation is valid 
and thus perfectly acceptable. The candidate also then goes on 
to make a range of points to justify why this is an appropriate 
hypothesis with reference to ideas such as safety and the 
collection of accurate data - both of which are valid.
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Question 5(a)(ii)  

Exemplar 1 (2 marks)

5 (a) Study Fig. 5, an area in which it is proposed to carry out an AS level geographical investigation. 

  (ii) Outline two resources which could be used to collect data in the investigation in (a)(i).      [2]

Examiner commentary
Appropriate resources for the hypothesis outlined in 5ai are given 
and thus credit awarded.

Exemplar 2 (2 marks)

Examiner commentary
Two resources are identified; both of which are suitable to collect 
data in the investigation described in 5ai.
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Exemplar 3 (2 marks)

Examiner commentary
Two resources are named and both would be necessary and 
appropriate to carry out the investigation described in 5ai.
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Question 5(a)(iii)  

5 (a) Study Fig. 5, an area in which it is proposed to carry out an AS level geographical investigation. 

  (iii) Explain one way in which geographical data collected during the investigation could be    
   presented and analysed with the use of a Geographic Information System (GIS).     [6]

Exemplar 1 (Level 1 response, 2 marks)

Examiner commentary
In this answer, the candidate demonstrates a basic understanding 
of a presentation technique. Although not named, they imply 
the use of a scatter graph to present their data and reference 
analysis by looking at correlation. Due to the limited detail and 
lack of GIS reference, the candidate scores Level 1. In order 
to improve their answer, they would need to demonstrate a 
stronger understanding of the technique and what it would 
show including how GIS could be used. For example, they could 
discuss using techniques such as located proportional circles 
along their transect and how this would help them analyse the 
changes shown.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2 response, 3 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate meets the Level 2 criteria by describing an 
appropriate presentation technique for the data collected 
in their chosen investigation. There is also some reasonable 
understanding as to how such a technique could be analysed 
with a link back to their hypothesis. Reference to GIS is made 
although further development would be needed for L3.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 2 response, 4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate has been awarded Level 2 for this answer. They 
have a reasonable understanding of an appropriate technique 
and there is some reference to GIS and why this would be useful 
for analysis. In order to access Level 3, the candidate needs to 
describe and explain the technique with more clarity. 

For example, it is not fully clear whether they are discussing 
located proportional circles or something else. Furthermore, this 
would also help explain more thoroughly how it would enable 
analysis rather than the general ideas the candidate has included 
such as the data being easy to view and ascertain results from.
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Question 5(b)

5 (b) With reference to a fieldwork investigation you have carried out, evaluate how effective your   
  chosen methodologies were in collecting appropriate data.                            [12]

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 5 marks)

Examiner commentary
In this response, the candidate is able to describe some elements 
of their fieldwork such as the use of the 2m x 2m grid. There 
is also an attempt to evaluate the method, for example, when 
discussing sampling they make the comment that it avoided bias. 
However, to access higher levels the candidate would need to 
add detail to both the methods and the evaluation. 

For example, where they state that their sampling method 
avoided bias they could develop this point further and explain 
how and why this was the case. They would also benefit from 
specific evaluative points related to their investigation rather 
than generic ideas about human error or a method being time 
consuming.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 3 response, 9 marks)
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Examiner commentary
In this answer the candidate has accessed the top of L3 for 
well-developed ideas about the fieldwork investigation and 
developed ideas about the success of the methodology. The 
first part of their answer describes clearly the fieldwork that they 
carried out and includes specific detail such as the locations 
used and the reasons for these choices hence the awarding 
of well-developed for this section. The candidate also goes on 
to demonstrate developed ideas about the success of their 
methodology, for example by discussing issues such as timing. 

In order to access L4, this area of their answer would need further 
discussion. For example, it would have been good to see the 
candidate talk about more specific evaluative issues related to 
their own fieldwork rather than generic points that are applicable 
to many investigations such as the data being ‘easy to work 
with’. This would allow the candidate to show well-developed 
evaluation and thus allow access to L4.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 4 response, 12 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This is a strong answer that includes both well-developed 
ideas about the fieldwork investigation and well-developed 
ideas about how successful the methodology was. Whilst 
many other candidates firstly described their methodology 
and then evaluated, this candidate has structured their answer 
in a way that discusses each element of the investigation and 
then makes some evaluative comment about it before moving 
on to the next stage. This has enabled them to give a well-
developed description of what they did, allowing the examiner 
to visualise exactly how they carried out their investigation, and 
subsequently make specific evaluative comments. As a result 
they have received full marks for this response and thus this 
structure may be one that other candidates may choose  
to adopt.
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