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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-geography-h081-
h481-from-2016/) for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials and 
the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres available on 
the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-geography-h081-h481-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-geography-h081-h481-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-geography-h081-h481-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Section A

Topic 2.1 - Climate change
Question 1(a)

1 (a) Explain how solar output influences climate change.

              [4]

Exemplar 1 (3 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate shows some knowledge and understanding of 
how sunspots impact solar output and therefore influences 
climate change. One mark for the existence of sunspots, and a 
second mark for the point about more sunspots increasing solar 
output. A third mark is awarded for the reference to one of the 
cycles in sunspots. A little more detail required regarding the 
nature of the output from the sun, such as that the sunspots 
are intense surface magnetic storms or that the receipt of the 
increased solar radiation alters the balance of energy in the earth’s 
atmosphere for the fourth mark. 
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1 (b) Suggest how additional greenhouse gases entering the atmosphere enhance the natural  
  greenhouse effect.  
   [6]

Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate shows reasonable knowledge and understanding 
of how the natural greenhouse effect is enhanced by the 
addition of greenhouse gases. The candidate explains the effect 
of greenhouse gases in trapping outgoing long wave radiation. 
The response is not explicit as regards the greenhouse effect 
being natural as the opening sentence indicates. To achieve Level 
3 some specific evidence of an increase in greenhouse gases 
is required, for example how much carbon dioxide (parts per 
million) has been added to our atmosphere.
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1 (c) Study Table 1, which shows annual methane gas emissions from human activities 1860–2010.  
  

Table 1 Annual methane gas emissions from human activities 1860–2010

  (i) Using the methane gas emissions data above, calculate the median and mean values.
   You must show your working. Give your answer correct to 1 decimal place for the value of  
   the mean.  [4]

Question 1(c)(i)  

Exemplar 1 (4 marks)

Year 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2010
Methane gas emissions 1 79 98 95 137 162 221 319 389 442

1 Methane gas emissions in teragrams (Tg) 1 teragram = 1 billion kilograms

Examiner commentary
The candidate was awarded full marks. Working out shown and 
% was to one decimal place. The candidate set out their response 
very clearly.
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 1 (c) (ii) Using evidence from the table above, analyse reasons for changes in methane gas emitted 
   from human activities. 

    [6]

Question 1(c)(ii)  

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 6 marks)
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Examiner commentary
Clear use of data (AO3 marks) to support reasons for changes 
in methane emissions. For example, the change in how land 
is used (draining of wetlands) and the increase in population; 
these reasons were developed well. This candidate could have 
improved their answer by linking methane emissions to the 
extraction of fossil fuels rather than just their combustion.
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Question 1(d) 

1 (d) ‘Dealing with the human causes of climate change relies on international agreements.’ How far 
  do you agree with this statement?  [12] 
   

Exemplar 1 (Level 4 response, 12 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate has produced a comprehensive and convincing 
discussion. The structure is clear, paragraphs are all tightly focused 
on the question with place specific evidence to support the 
argument. For example, the Kyoto protocol paragraph shows 
how international agreements have helped deal with climate 
change using Norway as an example. Evaluation (AO2 marks) 
came in the analysis of the Protocol’s effectiveness for example 
when considering countries that did not ratify the agreement. 
Further evaluation was evident in the section focused on 
the importance of national scale action set in the context of 
Denmark. Comprehensive and secure knowledge (AO1 marks) of 
different schemes both international and national was evident. 
However, it would have been good to see the Paris agreement 
considered as this is very contemporary and clearly highly 
significant!
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Topic 2.2 - Disease Dilemmas
Question 2(a)

2 (a) Explain how contagious and non-contagious diseases spread.  
   [4] 

Exemplar 1 (1 mark)

Examiner commentary
Lack of precision in language means the candidate’s response 
is unclear. Points made needed to be developed further, for 
example what is meant by ‘indirect contact between humans’? 
Key aspects of non-contagious diseases, that they are the result of 
inherited, behavioural or environmental factors, is not made clear.
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Question 2(b)

2 (b) Suggest why outbreaks of some diseases are influenced by climatic seasons.  
   [6] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 6 marks)
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Examiner commentary
A convincing response using three different diseases and making 
clear how they are influenced by climatic seasons. This question 
could be effectively answered with just two diseases – with 
more specific place detail showing thorough knowledge of how 
climatic seasons link to outbreaks of disease.
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Question 2(c)(i)

2 (c) Study Table 2, which shows the % of infants (< 5 years) vaccinated against hepatitis B1 in 
  selected countries in 2014.

Country Belgium Chad Equatorial 
Guinea

Malaysia Mexico Nigeria Pakistan USA Zambia

% infants 
vaccinated

98 46 24 96 84 66 73 90 86

1 hepatitis B is an infectious disease which affects the liver.
 Table 2 Percentage of infants (< 5 years) vaccinated against hepatitis B  

in selected countries in 2014

  (i)  Using the vaccination data above, calculate the median and mean values. You must show  
   your working. Give your answer correct to 1 decimal place for the value of the mean.

     [4]

Exemplar 1 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate was awarded full marks. Working out shown in a 
clear format and % was to one decimal place.
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Question 2(c)(ii)

2 (c) (ii) Using evidence from the table above, analyse reasons for contrasts in the % of infants  
   vaccinated. 

    [6]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 5 marks)



Exemplar Candidate Work

17

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
The candidate used the data well quoting two contrasting 
countries (AO3 marks). Appropriate reasons given, for example 
linked to how economically developed a country is – or how 
educated the population is. The interpretation of the data could 
have gone a little further for the final mark, for example pointing 
out that some LIDCs achieve quite high vaccination rates 
(Zambia).
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Question 2(d)

2 (d) ‘The spread of a communicable disease is mainly due to environmental factors.’ To what extent 
  do you agree with this statement?  
    [12]

Exemplar 1 (Level 4 response, 10 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has produced a well-structured answer with 
clear paragraphing. Evaluation is present in the discussion in the 
assessment of factors such as migration. (AO2 marks) At times the 
response lacks comprehensive knowledge, for example, specific 
environmental conditions, although there is some very effective 
factual support, for example the locations of the micro dams. 
(AO1 marks) Concise, focused conclusion given.
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Topic 2.3 - Exploring Oceans
Question 3(a)

3 (a) Explain the pattern of circulation in the North Atlantic.  
   [4] 

Exemplar 1 (2 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate makes two valid points about the circulation in the 
North Atlantic. One mark given for the surface warm current from 
the equator and the second mark is given for the colder current 
close to the Arctic. The candidate has some significant gaps in 
their knowledge and vague expression – ‘…so the circulation 
pattern winds back down again.’
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Question 3(b)

3 (b) Suggest why ocean acidification has impacts for people.  
   [6] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 1 response, 2 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate shows a basic understanding of how acidification 
can impact people, linking the reduction in populations of 
crustacea to problems for fisherman and businesses.  However, 
there is no data nor explanation to support this nor place 
specific evidence. The mention of coral bleaching is incorrect in 
the context of acidification as bleaching is a function of water 
temperature.
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Question 3(c)(i)

3 (c) Study Table 3, which shows the number of observed oil spills in the Baltic Sea for selected years 
  1990–2015.

Year 1990 1995 2000 2003 2005 2008 2010 2012 2015
Number of observed oil 
spills

415 650 480 280 220 202 150 145 130

 Table 3 Number of observed oil spills in the Baltic Sea for selected years 1990–2015

  (i)  Using the oil spill data above, calculate the median and mean values. You must show your 
   working. Give your answer correct to 1 decimal place for the value of the mean.

     [4]

Exemplar 1 (3 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate shows their working out but does not calculate 
the mean to one decimal place, so loses a mark.
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 3 (c) (ii) Using evidence from the table above, analyse reasons for changes in the number of oil 
   spills observed. 

    [6]

Question 3(c)(ii)  

Exemplar 1 (Level 1 response, 2 marks)

Examiner commentary
This candidate fails to use the data effectively – little by way of 
pattern described (AO3 marks). One reason is offered linked 
to technology and the ability to detect problems but no clear 
suggestions are made as to what these problems might be. To 
achieve Level 2 the candidate would need to offer other valid 
reasons for differences in the number of oil slicks and consider 
the pattern in greater detail. For example, comments about 
prevention of spills from accidental leakage from vessels and 
the sharp fall in the number of oil slicks in the early 21st century 
would lift this response.
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 3 (d) To what extent can ocean resources be managed by governments? 

    [12]

Question 3(d)  

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 7 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The response does focus on ocean resources, whales and 
minerals. Two points are developed about the extent to which 
ocean resources can be managed by governments, although 
these are not always explicitly linked to the question. For 
example, a more convincing point could suggest that the IWC as 
a supra-national organization involving over 80 governments has 
limited success in managing whaling because some countries do 
not belong to the organization, such as Iceland. The quality of the 
prose does not lend itself to conveying a convincing evaluation. 
That said, the candidate has offered the beginnings of a useful 
discussion.
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Topic 2.4 - Future of Food
Question 4(a)

4 (a) Explain the differences between intensive and extensive methods of food production.  
   [4] 

Exemplar 1 (2 marks)

Examiner commentary
The response opens quite well by linking intensive with ‘…high 
input, for example, more work hours…’. However, the candidate 
then wanders off into material on commercial farming. The 
second mark comes from the link between intensive and small 
scale. There is too much muddled knowledge and understanding.
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Question 4(b)

4 (b) Suggest why systems of land ownership impact on food security.  
   [6] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 1 response 2 marks)
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Examiner commentary
There is a lack of focus on ‘systems of land ownership’ although 
the response hints at some relevant material in the references to 
individual farmers and agribusinesses. (AO1 marks)

This candidate repeats similar points about TNCs owning the 
more fertile land, whereas small scale farmers may have less 
productive marginal land. There is no place specific evidence 
to support the point made. One valid reason given with little 
development means a Level 1 answer.
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Question 4(c)(i)

4 (c) Study Table 4, which shows cereal production for selected countries, 2014.

Country Belgium Brazil Chad India Mexico Poland Somalia Uganda USA
Cereal 
produced1

9539 4641 941 2981 3582 4268 730 2019 7637

1 cereal production in kilograms per hectare

 Table 4 Cereal production for selected countries, 2014

  (i)  Using the cereal production data above, calculate the mean and median values. You must  
   show your working. Give your answer correct to 1 decimal place for the value of the mean.

     [4]

Exemplar 1 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate was awarded full marks. Working out shown and % 
was to one decimal place.
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Question 4(c)(ii)

4 (c) (ii) Using evidence from the table above, analyse reasons for contrasts in cereal production.

    [6]  

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 4 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This answer is very long for a six mark question and may result 
in less time to answer later questions in full. The candidate uses 
the mean as a focus on their analysis – this is good to see. The 
candidate gives lots of valid reasons for the differences in yield, 
such as lack of skills, climatic factors, soil erosion, investment 
in resource, however some are mirrored answers that give 
opposite sides of the same point. The candidate needed to be 
more explicit in some of the points, for example, Poland’s above 
average yield due to investment in resources – could then give 
examples of machinery or fertilisers. A more precise and concise 
response would lift this material into Level 3.
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Question 4(d)

4 (d) ‘The level of economic development is the key influence on food security of places.’ How far do 
  you agree with this statement?

    [12] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 7 marks)
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Examiner commentary
It can be effective to start a discussion by defining a term such 
as ‘food security’ as this can act as an effective focus. (AO1 marks) 
This candidate makes some valid judgements about the impact 
economic development has on food security. There is some 
encouraging discussion around affording GM foods that can 
enable a country with a more challenging physical environment 
to maintain food security. (AO2 marks) However, this answer does 
not have the secure evidence to support the arguments made so 
stays at the lower end of Level 3. Apart from one mention of ‘…
the Sahel…’ there are no references to the real world.
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Topic 2.5 - Hazardous Earth
Question 5(a)

5 (a) Explain the differences between explosive and effusive eruptions.  
   [4] 

Exemplar 1 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate was awarded full marks. Four differences outlined 
between explosive and effusive eruptions. It is good to see the 
candidate comparing directly between two types of eruption 
within same sentence – this approach means the answer is 
concise and precise.
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Question 5(b)

5 (b) Suggest why flooding can result from earthquake activity.  
   [6] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 6 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate was awarded full marks. Two developed reasons 
are given which were clear and accurate.  Flooding is explicitly 
linked to earthquake activity using place specific detail to support 
the analysis.
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Question 5(c)(i)

5 (c) Study Table 5, which shows the distribution of very small ash particles from the vent of the 
  Eyjafjallajökull volcano, Iceland 2010.

Distance from vent (km) 1 2 5 10 21 30 56 58 60
% of very small ash particles 11 15 17 19 26 29 45 51 70

 Table 5 Distribution of very small ash particles from the vent of the 
Eyjafjallajökull volcano, Iceland 2010

  (i)  Using the % of very small ash particles data above, calculate the median and mean values. 
   You must show your working. Give your answer correct to 1 decimal place for the value of 
   the mean.

     [4]

Exemplar 1 (4 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate was awarded full marks. Working out shown and % 
was to one decimal place.
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Question 5(c)(ii)

5 (c) (ii) Using evidence from the table above, analyse reasons for changes in the % of very small  
   ash particles observed.

    [6]  
 

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 4 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate gave two reasons for the changes in % of very 
small ash particles. They provided a link as to why there was an 
increase in % small particles, although their explanation was at 
times repetitive and not as clear as it could be. The candidate 
failed to make good use of the data in their analysis (AO3 marks) 
so was awarded Level 2 overall. 
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Question 5(d)

5 (d) Discuss the extent to which risks posed by tectonic hazards have reduced over time.

    [12] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 4 response, 12 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate was awarded full marks. Evaluation (AO2 marks) 
was especially good in this short essay, with clear, focused 
analysis focusing on the requirements of the question. For 
example, considering the idea that human environments have 
changed over time, although frequency and magnitude of 
tectonic hazards have not, thus making the impact more severe. 
The candidate then uses a place specific example to illustrate 
this, the 2011 Japan earthquake (AO1 marks). Their second 
main point, focusing on technological advancements, was also 
strong, as they were able to consider the nature of the hazards, 
suggesting that monitoring and resilience have improved. 
Again the candidate used place specific evidence to support 
their argument. This essay was precise and focused with clearly 
structured paragraphs.
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Section B

Topic 2.1 - Climate change
Question 6(a)

Due to copyright permissions Fig 1 cannot be reproduced within this exemplar. 

6 (a) With reference to Fig. 1, suggest how climate change can impact on the natural 
  characteristics of places.

              [8]

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 5 marks)

Examiner commentary
The candidate identifies different impacts of climate change; 
ocean acidification, flooding (from the source) and drought with 
some link to natural characteristics such as habitats changing. The 
links, while reasonable, were not in the detail required for Level 3, 

thorough application – this is perhaps best achieved through the 
use of a couple of real world examples.
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Question 6(b)

6 (b) Examine how climate change can influence flows of energy and materials through  
  landscape systems.

              [8]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 6 marks)

Examiner commentary
Two ways in which climate change can influence landscape 
systems are examined here. First point is developed well, making 
good links – wind – waves – erosion – sediment budget – 
longshore drift. Second point is also valid, although evidence of a 
greater understanding of the process of carbonation would have 
enabled the candidate to score even higher.
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Question 7(a)

7 (a) With reference to Fig. 2, suggest how social inequality can influence risks from disease in 
  places.

              [8]

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 8 marks)

Topic 2.2 - Disease Dilemmas
Fig.  2 – Statistics comparing two wards in a British city, 2015

Inner City
ward

Suburban
ward

Unemployment rate %
(16–64 year olds)

13 1.5

Population density
(persons per hectare)

140 35

Living in detached housing % 4 37
Employed in managerial and 
professional occupations %

14 72

Question 7(a)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate has used the unemployment rates linking them to 
lower incomes and an increased reliance on fatty and processed 
foods as they are often cheaper leading on to increased rates of 
diabetes. Effective support for this idea is delivered with detailed 
place specific evidence. They also used the data on density to 
make the point about the spread of communicable diseases like 
TB. A detailed response which takes its focus directly from the 
resource.
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7 (b) Examine how physical factors influencing landscape systems can increase the spread of 
  disease.

              [8]

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 5 marks)

Question 7(b)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate identifies distance from sea level and water 
sources as physical factors that can impact the spread of malaria 
– some specific evidence included (distance mosquitoes can 
travel). However, the answer lacks development, such as link 
between relief and temperature and more focus on physical 
characteristics as barriers to contagious diffusion. The reference 
to ‘hierarchical diffusion’ has potential but requires more detailed 
development to be convincing. The comments about the H1N1 
virus do not focus on the question. 
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Topic 2.3 - Exploring Oceans
Question 8(a)

Due to copyright permissions Fig 3 cannot be reproduced within this exemplar. 

8 (a) With reference to Fig. 3, suggest how geology can influence both landscape systems and 
  ocean basins.  
   [8] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 1 response, 2 marks)

Examiner commentary
This candidate identifies guyots (spelt goyots) and trenches 
under the oceans but does not develop the answer further – no 
links for example to the rocks produced at subduction zones. The 
point about guyots having volcanic origins is appropriate. There 
are no references to the landscape system the candidate will have 
studied (coasts, glaciated or dryland) and so both knowledge 
and understanding are basic – Level 1 both for AO1 and 2. The 
comments about ocean currents are irrelevant.
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Question 8(b)

8 (b) Examine how changes to the extent of sea ice might affect place profiles.  
   [8] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 5 marks)



Exemplar Candidate Work

53

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
This candidate identifies changes in sea ice in the Arctic (using 
evidence) and examines how the place profile is changing due 
to the increasing accessibility of oil and minerals. This is a valid 
answer, however to achieve Level 3, the point about increased 
access could have been developed further, for example to 
examine geopolitical tensions. The point about indigenous 
people and their lives beginning to change is also valid but again 
lacks precision - there is no further development concerning 
actual changes in their life-styles.
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Topic 2.4 - Future of Food

Question 9(a)

9 (a) With reference to Fig. 4, suggest how food production methods can impact on human  
  characteristics of places.  
   [8] 
    

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 4 marks)

Fig. 4 – An extract adapted from a text on agricultural systems

The valley was once filled by a patchwork of small fields. Cattle, sheep and a wide variety of crops took their 
turn in filling the hedgerow bounded acres. Small villages and some isolated farms punctuated the length 
of the valley, each existing in symbiosis with a market town located where two valleys joined.

Many of the hedgerows are now gone, allowing a few giant machines to cultivate, sow and harvest a 
limited range of crops. The trade in wheat, barley, oil seed rape and the cattle from one enormous beef herd 
by-passes the market town, the produce generated by increased yields taken away to distant places for 
processing. The villages and some former farmhouses and barns are now home to many working outside of 
the valley whose jobs have nothing to do with agriculture.



Exemplar Candidate Work

55

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
This candidate identifies how changes in food production can 
impact on perceptions of place as well as employment. The focus 
on human characteristics is not sharp enough to achieve Level 
3. Comments about changing demographics e.g. age structure 
and migration flows, recreation or culture could contribute 
appropriate material. 
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Question 9(b)

9 (b) Examine how physical factors affecting landscape systems can influence food production.  
   [8] 
    

Exemplar 1 (Level 2 response, 5 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate identifies a range of physical factors but they 
lack detailed development to achieve Level 3. For example, the 
amount of rainfall and optimum temperatures could be linked 
to actual crops. In addition, the candidate could have considered 
increased soil erosion or weathering as potential impacts of 
high rainfall in certain locations. The comment about salinisation 
is more convincing when made in the context of the mis-
management of irrigation.
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Topic 2.5 - Hazardous Earth
Question 10(a)

Due to copyright permissions Fig 5 cannot be reproduced within this exemplar. 

10 (a) With reference to Fig. 5, suggest how tectonic hazards can influence the informal   
  representation of a place.  
   [8] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 7 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate showed a thorough understanding of how 
informal representation can portray a place after a tectonic event 
in both negative and positive ways, using both the source and 
their own knowledge, for example, community resilience after 
the 2010 eruption of Mount Merapi. The candidate uses the 
source, highlighting the UN peacekeeper with a riot shield to 
illustrate this point. However, to achieve full marks the candidate 
could have developed further the use of the image, commenting 
on the graffiti or the demographic composition of the crowd for 
example. AO2 marks require a sharp focus on the resource.
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Question 10(b)

10 (b) Examine how volcanic and earthquake activity can influence landscape systems.  
   [8] 

Exemplar 1 (Level 3 response, 8 marks)



Exemplar Candidate Work

61

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
The candidate showed a wide range of influences that volcanic 
and earthquake activity can have on landscape system. Precise 
use of technical language is evident throughout the answer 
which aids the convincing analysis of types of volcanic hazards 
and their resulting impact on landscape systems. Clear synoptic 
links made with glacial landscapes and the subsequent impacts 
of volcanoes and earthquakes.
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Section C

Topic 2.1 - Climate change
Question 11*

11* ‘The impacts of climate change will increase global poverty and inequality.’ How far do you agree 
 with this statement?

              [20]

Exemplar 1 ( Level 3 – AO1,  Level 4 – AO2, 16 marks)



Exemplar Candidate Work

63

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

64

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

65

AS Level Geography

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
This is an encouraging discussion, largely focused on the 
question and with some useful real world exemplification. Some 
interesting evaluation of NGO involvement, as well as the ability 
of countries with contrasting economic contexts to cope with 
impacts of climate change raise the response to Level 4 in AO2. 
Much of the evidence used required greater factual detail such as 
place specific evidence of the impacts of climate change linked 
to a potential increase in global poverty and greater inequality. 
This would lift the answer to Level 4 in AO1. 
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Topic 2.2 - Disease Dilemmas
Question 13*

13* Examine the link between levels of economic development and the prevalence of  
 noncommunicable diseases.

              [20]

Exemplar 1 (Level 4 – AO1,  Level 4 – AO2, 19 marks)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has produced an excellent essay of a standard 
that could even be expected at A Level. Well structured, with 
authoritative use of technical terminology and very convincing 
application of the Omran’s epidemiological transition model. 
Analysis and evaluation is well developed throughout, using 
‘however’ and ‘this suggests that’ all supported by accurate place 
specific evidence.
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Topic 2.3 - Exploring Oceans
Question 15*

15* Examine the extent to which globalisation has affected the use of oceans.

              [20]

Exemplar 1 (Level 4 - AO1,  Level 3 - AO2, 15 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate shows a comprehensive knowledge about 
the many ways globalization has affected the use of oceans; 
containerization and trade, online shopping and goods being 
manufactured in countries like China, widening of Panama Canal 
linked to increase in shipping, increase in piracy, migrants risking 

their lives to cross oceans and cabling. However, the candidate 
at times loses a sharp focus on analysis and evaluation (AO2).  
To improve, each paragraph could have been focused on one 
impact of globalization, followed with an assessment, supported 
by evidence, as to the extent of the impact.
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Topic 2.4 - Future of Food
Question 18*

18* ‘Increased risks to food security from desertification are due to human activities.’  To what extent 
 do you agree with this statement?

              [20]

Exemplar 1 (AO1 – Level 2,  AO2 – Level 2, 10 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate understands that desertification has links with 
human activities as well as physical processes quoting the 
example of the Sahel. However, the answer lacks detailed 
assessment, for example ‘over-cultivation’ is mentioned but then 
the answer moves into the impacts of deforestation. Too little is 
made of the direct links between desertification and food security 
– some definition of food security would be helpful here. The link 
to climate change is not developed nor associated explicitly with 
human activities. The assessment of the role of physical (natural) 
factors requires more attention to be really convincing.
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Topic 2.5 - Hazardous Earth
Question 19*

19* Assess how effectively hazards from volcanic eruptions are managed in countries with contrasting 
 levels of economic development.

              [20]

Exemplar 1 (Level 4 -  AO1,  Level 4 -  AO2, 18 marks)
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Examiner commentary
An effective analysis (although some could have been more 
explicit). Clear points made, for example, Japan as an AC (with 
supporting evidence of HDI) has the ability to monitor and 
manage effectively tectonic events. Exemplification is provided 
by analysis using Mount Ontake.  Although Indonesia is not an 
LIDC, nor did 8000 people die as a result of the Mount Merapi 
eruption, there was some accurate knowledge and analysis, such 
as the barriers to effective management of a volcanic eruption 
such as culture. As an AS essay, this has many good features 
including, a succinct introduction and clear paragraphing.
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Question 20*

20* Assess the extent to which impacts from earthquake activity vary across countries with contrasting 
 levels of economic development.

              [20]

Exemplar 1 (Level 4 - AO1,  Level 4 -  AO2, 17 marks)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate clearly knows their case studies – first two 
paragraphs describe earthquakes and their impacts in Japan and 
Haiti, two appropriately contrasting countries. The comment ‘…
so its [Japan earthquake] magnitude was colossal and relatively 
speaking the impacts could have been a lot worse.’ offers 
encouraging assessment.  Analysis of impacts on tourism, as well 
as Nepal being more vulnerable to the impacts of earthquakes 
due to less aseismic buildings are related to contrasting levels of 
economic development.  Although the prose rather rambles at 
times the candidate does keep their eye on the key point of the 
question, the comment about Mount Ontake aside. The response 
would have benefitted from tighter planning, using paragraphing 
to organize their answer into social, economic and political 
impacts for example.
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