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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-religious-studies-
h173-h573-from-2016/) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

To what extent is it true to say that the Sira and the Hadith are equally important for Muslims?  [30]

AO1 – 8 marks  AO2 – 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1

This response shows a satisfactory understanding of the Hadith, 
as the sayings of the Prophet pbuh, and the Sira, as narratives of 
the Prophet’s life. In addition to this there is reference to one of 
the main compilers of the Hadith (Al-Bukhari) and this helps to 
demonstrate that the candidate has a sound understanding of 
the topic.

The candidate introduces the idea that there are differences in 
the way that Sunnis and Shi’as approach the Hadith and the Sira, 
however, the knowledge is not entirely accurate. A more accurate 
display of knowledge in this area would have improved the 
marks. For example, the candidate could have shown a greater 
depth of knowledge if they had discussed the differences in 
terms of how the Hadith and Sira were composed or the role 
of the Hadith and Sira as sources of historical knowledge and 
religious wisdom.

In addition to this, if the candidate had referred to specific 
Hadiths or referenced certain events from the Sira and gone on 
to demonstrate how Muslims might use these it would have 
demonstrated a greater breadth of knowledge. This would have 
improved the level awarded for this element of the question.

AO2

This candidate offers some examples of how the Hadith and 
the Sira are important and this shows that there is some level of 
evaluation. However, the candidate needs to engage in a greater 
level of evaluation in order to increase the marks awarded. For 
example, there is little appreciation of scholars’ views on the issue 
and this shows that the evaluation is not as developed as it could 
be. Introducing a wider range of scholarly views would allow the 
candidate to reach a more justified conclusion.

Also including specific examples of how the two might be used 
would have given the candidate more evidence to have analysed 
and this would have shown a fuller appreciation of the issue, 
resulting in higher marks.



Exemplar Candidate Work

8

AS Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2017

Question 1

To what extent is it true to say that the Sira and the Hadith are equally important for Muslims?  [30]

AO1 – 14 marks  AO2 – 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1

The candidate focuses on the precise question throughout and 
there is a good level of clarity to the writing. Technical terms are 
used consistently and demonstrate accurate understanding of 
the words.

The selection of material is very good and conveys a very good 
understanding of not only what the Sira and the Hadith are but 
also the usefulness of both for Muslims.

The response includes breadth of knowledge and this is shown 
in the candidate’s ability to explain how the Hadith, as well as 
providing Muslims with day to day guidance on certain issues, 
can be misused by extremists to advocate violence.

AO2

This response shows that the candidate has a full understanding 
of the demands of the question - the use of specific examples 
from today to help analyse the difficulties of relying solely on the 
Hadith illustrates this. The inclusion of a good variety of scholars’ 
views helps to extend the evaluation further. 

The use of Qur’anic references to help evaluate and argue for 
the overriding importance of the Sira helps to make a more 
convincing and justified conclusion.
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2017 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
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Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466.  
OCR is an exempt charity.
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