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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-
h070-h470-from-2015/) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Script 1: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 20/20: AO1: 10 marks; AO3: 10 marks (Level 5)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate begins straight away by addressing the question 
and getting straight into the lexical discussion using appropriate 
labelling.  Moreover, they identify a pattern from the outset and 
cite examples of the reoccurrence of the second person pronoun 
‘you’ and the use of imperative in section b. The candidate 
relates their discussion to theory in a succinct manner (albeit 
that this isn’t required by the mark scheme). A ‘building block’ 
approach to the text is established, as the candidate takes 
her initial point and discusses how the producer enhances 
this through the possessive determiner ‘your’. The relationship 
between the producer and receiver is consistently referred to 
during analysis of features.  The discussion of the register used 
to discuss the SIMS is particularly perceptive and shows the 
candidate has a sophisticated understanding about the impact of 
language choice by the producer. Although section B is shorter, 
it again discusses a range of patterns within the text and makes 
perceptive comments about their deployment.
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Script 1: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 24/24: AO2: 12 marks; AO5: 12 marks (Level 6)



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

A Level English Language

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

10

A Level English Language

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

11

A Level English Language

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
The response begins with an eye catching title which contains 
internal rhyme – an impressive feat for a student in the time. 
From the outset it maintains the tone expected from the piece 
(‘like me’) whilst focusing on the spoken language element of the 
question immediately. The discussion of AAVE is both detailed 
and appropriate for a non-specialist audience.  The sentence 
‘Do not fall into this trap’ is a sophisticated way of introducing a 
more colloquial tone into a paragraph that could have become 
overwhelming for the non-specialist to read. The final sentence 
of this discussion (‘Evidently, trying to impose’) is a succinct 
culmination of the discussion, refocusing on the question. The 
response is broadened out to consider youth, which gives the 
response an added dimension and included discussion of Lindsay 
Johns in a way that is accessible to a non-specialist audience. 
Moreover, this response is evaluated, demonstrating the critical 
engagement needed for this level. The reference to Latin, and 
thus an understanding of language change, shows that this 
candidate is able to use their learning synoptically in order to 
create a convincing and interesting argument.  They conclude 
their piece with a humorous line, reinforcing the expectations of 
the form. 
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Script 1: Question 3

Marks 36/36: AO1: 12 marks; AO3: 12 marks; AO4: 12 marks (Level 6)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The candidate opens with a comparison and they sustain 
this approach throughout the text. This candidate structures 
their paragraph around purpose (expressed through mode 
and representation) which facilitates an in-depth analysis of 
the features chosen to evidence their response.  Patterns are 
always established and discussed and supported by frequently 
integrated quotations.  These are another strength of this 
response, which allows the candidate to make frequent and 
detailed specific analytical comments. The discussion around the 
changing language with which women are represented shows 
a perceptive appreciation of the contextual factors at different 
times. As in the last question, the candidate here evaluates 
theory, such as when she discusses tag questions in the light of 
Lakoff’s proposal and when she explores the use of Face Theory 
in the discussion around beards.  This response applies a range 
of appropriate methods to establish patterns and perceptively 
considers context.   

Total: 80 marks
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Script 2: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 18/20: AO1: 9 marks; AO3: 9 marks (Level 5)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate immediately begins by focusing on specific lexical 
choices made and they integrate examples into their response 
as well as linking to the overall purpose of the piece.  The answer 
becomes more sophisticated when they focus on the specific 
lexical items and the lexical field of families because they make 
more specific links to context; they show an understanding of 
why the producer has made the choices that they have. The 
candidate also shows an awareness of alternative interpretation 
such as when they describe the game being unique within its 
field.  The candidate uses specific terminology accurately when 
describing epistemic modality and abstract nouns and again links 
this to the specific context, though they do lack sophistication 
of expression in places. The candidate moves into the second 
part of the question without clearly indicating this to the 
examiner, which would have been preferable.  However, they 
do immediately identify patterns of sentence use using accurate 
terminology and linking clearly to context. The discussion of two 
different uses of a declarative sentence shows the candidate has 
a precise hold on this element.  
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Script 2: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 23/24: AO2: 12 marks; AO5: 11 marks (Level 6)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate chooses a clear title which makes their angle clear 
and engages with the specifics of the question.  Their opening 
line both engages with the question and utilises a rhetorical 
question in order to capture the essence of the form specified.  
They use pronouns to engage with the audience and discourse 
markers to give their argument a clear sense of structure. They 
consider the link between age and slang, utilising examples to 
guide the reader. Phrases such as ‘you have to admit’ maintain 
their conversational tone with the reader and encourage them to 
take the side of the writer.  The candidate references convergence 

and divergence, though it would have been beneficial for these 
to have been glossed for a non-specialist audience. They show 
a breadth of understanding by linking to language change 
and although the response seems like it may be focusing on 
written language, the candidate does bring the focus back to 
spoken language by using a rhetorical question at the end of 
the paragraph. This breadth is further reinforced by a reference 
to world English.  The piece is effectively closed with a clear 
conclusion.  This response blends AO2 and AO5 effectively and 
consistently, maintaining the correct tone throughout. 
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Script 2: Question 3

Marks 36/36: AO1: 12 marks; AO3: 12 marks; AO4: 12 marks (Level 6)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response starts by setting out some contextual similarities 
between the two texts.  The candidate adopts an approach 
of highlighting an aspect of language levels to focus on and 
comparing the way in which this feature is used in each text, 
before explaining why this is the case by linking back to the 
specific context of the two texts.  This synthesising of the AOs 
is particularly successful for this candidate and allows them 
to achieve both breadth and depth of coverage.  They use 
specific lexical terminology throughout and always support 
their assertions with examples from the text. The candidate 
explores discourse features (including spoken language features) 
convincingly throughout and assures the examiner that they 
have a perceptive understanding of the two texts. They use 
comparative signposts throughout. This is an excellent example 
of how you may wish to structure a response to ensure coverage 
of all of the AOs. 

Total: 77 marks
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Script 3: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 16/20: AO1: 8 marks; AO3: 8 marks (Level 4)
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Examiner commentary
This response addresses the question from the outset, without 
any unnecessary introduction. They utilise specific subject 
terminology and quote effectively from the text.  They link to 
context in order to analyse, though this lacks the precision 
required for a top level response.  The candidate covers verbs and 
jargon in their response to section A but would benefit from a 
further area to increase the breadth.  Section B follows a similar 
pattern of analysis, considering relevant examples though lacking 
some breadth of coverage. 
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Script 3: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 23/24: AO2: 12 marks; AO5: 11 marks (Level 6)
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Examiner commentary
Whilst the opening of this response focuses on written English, it 
quickly makes a link between this and spoken English in order to 
focus explicitly on the demands of the question.  The candidate 
uses a number of techniques, such as hyperbole and rhetorical 
questions, to engage the reader in a manner appropriate to the 
specified form. The response utilises popular reference points 
such as Catherine Tate and the scone debate as well as gentle 
humour (“The defence of the spoken language nobody asked 
for”). The reference back to “bovver” at the end of the paragraph 
on scones is particularly skilful at demonstrating whole text 
cohesion. This is further reinforced when the candidate considers 
the link between differences in pronunciation and ‘t’ dropping. 
This candidate achieves the top level for showing a breadth of 
understanding of the language issue and synthesising this with 
an effective and engaging construction of an opinion piece. 
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Script 3: Question 3

Marks 31/36: AO1: 11 marks; AO3: 11 marks; AO4: 9 marks (Level 6/5)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response begins by focusing on grammar in Text B and 
providing quotations as evidence.  There are analytical comments 
made which relate to context.  The candidate then goes on to 
discuss Text C, and whilst this also focuses on grammar and 
uses the occasional comparative signpost, the comparison 
remains ‘helpful’ rather than illuminating; it is neither sustained 
nor detailed enough for the top level. This pattern continues 
throughout the response – patterns are identified, labelled and 
supported with evidence and these are perceptively evaluated.  
However the comparison remains under developed and 
therefore the mark for AO4 remains in Level 5. 

Total: 70 marks
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Script 4: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 18/20: AO1: 8 marks; AO3: 10 marks (Level 4/5)
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Examiner commentary
The response opens with some general comments about 
audience and purpose, though would benefit from more specific 
examples. The candidate identifies field specific lexis and provides 
quotations, though this would be improved by more specific 
labelling of their choices.  They nevertheless make clear analytical 
points relating to the audience and purpose.  More specific terms 
are used when describing ‘premodifiers’ and ‘intensifiers’ and 
again the candidate uses specific examples from the text and 
explains this considering the producer and receiver. Section B is 
stronger – here the candidate is more precise from the outset 
about the specific grammatical feature that they are considering 
and they quote judiciously from the text.  They are also clear in 
identifying precisely the intended impact considering both the 
producer and the receiver. The candidate clearly spots patterns 
such as conditional constructions, interrogatives and declaratives.  
The discussion of synthetic relationships is perceptive as is the 
analysis of the combination of features that the producer deploys.  
The candidate covers a pleasing breadth of examples.
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Script 4: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 20/24: AO2:10 marks; AO5: 10 marks (Level 5)
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Examiner commentary
The title of the piece shows some clear engagement with 
the subject matter of the piece and opening with a rhetorical 
question is a convincing way of engaging the reader.  This 
colloquial tone is maintained with phrases such as “well it’s an 
interesting one”. The candidate references prescriptivists and 
glosses them for a non-specialist audience.  They make their 
standpoint clear and use the Scots as a point of illustration.  
Whilst this does lack some sophistication of expression, there is 
nevertheless a good understanding and this is reinforced by the 
increasingly humorous supplementary examples given, such as 
‘Stormzy doesn’t call the Queen ‘blud’. The candidate broadens 
their discussion to consider technology and initialisms.  They do 
not receive any credit for their discussion of sentences because 
this does not specifically relate to spoken language, as specified 
in the question, though the references to political correctness 
are appropriate. Ending the piece on a quotation was both 
appropriate and fitting to the form. This response was deemed 
to be firmly in Level 5 due to the breadth of discussion and steps 
taken to meet the specified form, but lacking the sophistication 
needed for the top level. 
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Script 4: Question 3

Marks 27/36: AO1: 9 marks; AO3:9 marks; AO4: 9 marks (Level 5)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response begins by outlining the form, audience and 
purpose of each text.  These are compiled in separate paragraphs 
with just one comparative connective, and would have 
benefitted from a more comparative approach from the outset. 
The candidate identifies features of Text B, such as colloquialisms, 
and considers why they have been used, but does not clearly 
identify the text that is being discussed.  Tag questions are also 
identified but the reference to Lakoff is not developed enough for 
credit.  There is some credit given for the observations pertaining 
to Coates and Holmes, but these would benefit from being 
more convincingly linked to evidence in the text. The candidate 
reverts back to tag questions and gives some indication of why 
they may have been used, but this is not specifically linked to 
context. The next section of the response is better: there is a 
stronger comparative element and the analytical comments are 
more closely linked to context. Whilst Zimmerman and West’s 
study is accurately cited, the candidate hasn’t taken account 
of the fact that Daniel takes a minor role in the transcripts as 
a whole because he leaves the conversation – candidates 
should ensure that they are evaluative when applying concepts. 
Nevertheless, some sound observations are made about spoken 
language features in Text B and discourse features in Text C. There 

is a pleasing breadth to this response and there are enough 
moments of strong analysis and comparison to move it to the 
bottom on Level 5, but this is not sustained or perceptive enough 
to be any higher. 

Total: 64 marks
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Script 5: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 13/20: AO1: 6 marks; AO3: 7 marks (Level 3/4)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate identifies the form and purpose clearly, which 
helps them to develop clear conclusions about context.  They 
do this more precisely in section B, which means that they reach 
Level 4 for this section.  Whilst this type of introduction does 
make the candidate’s understanding clear, it is essential that it is 
explicitly related to the text. The discussion of conversational style 
is valid, though it needs to be linked more explicitly to context 
– why does the producer choose this formality?  The candidate 
refers to lexemes, which is accurate but would be enhanced by 
more precise labelling.  This occurs in Section B, with terms such 
as ‘imperative’. Section B has more precise links to context, such as 
at discussion of an exclamatory sentence at the end of a section 
causing excitement. There is greater breadth of discussion in 
Section B, though it lacks consistent precision of analysis to be 
higher in the level.



Exemplar Candidate Work

56

A Level English Language

© OCR 2017

Script 5: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 18/24: AO2: 8 marks; AO5: 10 marks (Level 4/5)
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Examiner commentary
There is an essentially sound knowledge here which shows 
some ability to discuss the issue.  AO5 is stronger; this is a well-
constructed text. The candidate’s direct address to the queen 
‘Sorry queen’ shows some attempt to create humour in the style 
of the form but suggests a lack of real understanding as to how 
expectations around standardisation and prestige are upheld. 
There is knowledge demonstrated of a range of relevant issues 
including standardisation and accent but they are not discussed 
in any depth. The argument is built upon clearly and a number 
of relevant features, including anecdote and metaphor are 
successfully deployed.
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Script 5: Question 3

Marks 28/36: AO1: 9 marks; AO3: 10 marks; AO4: 9 marks (Level 5)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
A range of methods are applied in a systematic way and the 
candidate establishes the use of patterns through their analysis. 
The candidate uses precise modal terms (‘synchronous’; 
‘multimodal’) to establish a comparison between the texts. There 
are strong comments relating to context, such as Laura’s use of 
utterances and the use of declaratives across both pieces are 
discussed. However, there are several times when this does not 
occur, such as when Laura’s back channelling is cited – more 
consistent use of this method would have been beneficial.  The 
comparison between the texts is methodical and signposted 
to the examiner through comparative topic sentences.  The 
candidate takes some opportunities to include discussion of 
context within some of these statements, such as when they 
account for differences in lexical choices.

Total: 58 marks
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Script 6: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 14/20: AO1: 8 marks; AO3: 6 marks (Level 4/3)
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Examiner commentary
The opening of the response covers the form, audience and 
purpose of the text but does little to gain specific credit from the 
examiner.  The discussion of lexis is supported with quotations 
but would benefit from more specific labelling of features.  
Nevertheless, there are some insightful comments made about 
the producer’s intent when deploying such choices. There is 
greater precision used when labelling and analysing pronoun 
use and shows the candidate has a clear understanding of the 
role of producer and receiver. Section B is not as strong.  The 
candidate here uses vague terms such as ‘grabs the reader’s 
attention’ to describe the effect of simple sentences.  There is 
some identification of a number of features but the analysis rarely 
moves beyond generic responses. 
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Script 6: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 15/24: AO2: 7 marks; AO5: 8 marks (Level 4)
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Examiner commentary
The title of the response immediately draws attention to the 
main focus of the question. The body of the piece starts by 
referencing prescriptivists, but these are not glossed for a non-
specialist audience. Nevertheless, a clear standpoint is set out 
in the opening paragraph and the candidate uses rhetorical 
questions and exclamatory sentences to build a rapport with 
the reader.  The response covers slang, regional variation and 
language change and although these are not covered in detail, 
the candidate is attempting to demonstrate the breadth of 
their knowledge. Moreover, there is a clear sense of voice from 
the piece which is nicely structured: the culmination of the 
piece with a reference to prescritivism and Brexit gives a cyclical 
structure which works well with the specified form. 
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Script 6: Question 3

Marks 26/36: AO1: 9 marks; AO3: 9 marks; AO4: 8 marks (Level 5/4)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph, whilst adopting some comparative 
features, essentially sets out the audience and purpose of each 
text without making specific references to the text. This context 
is deployed more effectively when the candidate discusses lexis, 
which they do using both precise terms and with quotations 
from the text. There is a sustained focus on Text C before moving 
onto Text B and although some comparison is signposted, a 
more integrated approach would have been beneficial.  The 
candidate does reference spoken language features in Text B 
but these are under developed in analysis until the following 
paragraph and even here, the candidate does not make 
developed links to context when describing the effects of spoken 
features. The response covers a range of features and there is 
some development of these, but it receives a lower mark for 
comparison as it is not integrated.

Total: 55 marks
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Script 7: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 13/20: AO1: 6 marks; AO3: 7 marks (Level 3/4)
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Examiner commentary
Though the opening paragraph identifies the purpose, it lacks 
any specificity in relation to the text. The candidate understands 
the concept of a text producer, but the labelling of ‘hyperbolic 
language’ is somewhat vague. Nevertheless, the candidate is 
able to analyse the effects of these choices and link these back 
to context. The analysis of pronoun use is stronger and more 
concise. Overall in this section, AO3 is stronger than AO1 and this 
allows the response to move to the top of Level 3.  Section B is 
stronger – the candidate is more precise when describing terms 
such as ‘imperative’ and these are linked to the specific context 
more clearly. The discussion of context when linked to sentence 
type and interrogatives suggests a convincing understanding of 
the producer’s choices. 
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Script 7: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 14/24: AO2: 6 marks; AO5: 8 marks (Level 3/4)
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Examiner commentary
This response is better for AO5 than AO2.  The candidate uses a 
range of strategies to modulate their writing for the audience, 
such as the use of rhetorical questions and personal pronouns.  
There is an attempt to discuss standardisation but it fails to truly 
illuminate their point about spoken language use.  They show 
awareness of prescriptivism and explain this for a non-specialist 
audience as well as ensuring that key ideas, such as the speech 
used by the queen, is referred to throughout the text.  Despite 
this, the key issue is never addressed in any detail. 
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Script 7: Question 3

Marks 25/36: AO1: 8 marks; AO3: 9 marks; AO4: 8 marks (Level 4/5/4)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph takes a comparative approach and 
focuses on mode, though in reality this is more of a recap of 
audience and purpose.  The response goes on to focus on the 
spoken language features in Text B, accurately labelling several 
of these features and suggesting contextual reasons for them, 
though often these are a generic reference to the features 
described rather than linked explicitly to Text B.  Grice is utilised 
by the candidate effectively when they make the link to Joan’s 
negative face.  The candidate moves on to compare to Text C, but 
it should be noted that it takes nearly two paragraphs for them 
to use a quotation.  The discussion around the presentation of 
women is stronger and suggests that the candidate has some 
insight into the impact of this debate on the choices made by 
the producer.  There are some reasonable points made when 
discussing discourse, but they lack any depth or specificity. 
The conclusion to this piece doesn’t add any value in terms of 
assessment objectives and could have been omitted. 

Total: 52 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

88

A Level English Language

© OCR 2017

Script 8: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 12/20: AO1: 6 marks; AO3: 6 marks (Level 3)
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph makes some reference to purpose 
though gains little credit. Appropriate labelling is used 
throughout and the candidate attempts to explain the 
significance of these choices, but these lack depth at times and 
there is no attempt to discuss patterns. Nevertheless, there are 
some clear conclusions achieved, such as suggesting that ‘high 
frequency lexis allows the text to appear less intimidating to 
children’ and ‘the use of exclamatory sentences allows the text to 
appear playful and exciting’.
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Script 8: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 18/24: AO2: 9 marks; AO5: 9 marks (Level 5)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate suggests a specific known broadsheet for this 
response, and the following writing was deemed to be in keeping 
with what may be expected from this type of publication.  The 
candidate has written in a physical column – this is not necessary 
and wasn’t credited. The candidate creates a hyperbolic, satirical 
voice for the piece and utilises pronouns and rhetorical questions 
to create a specific relationship with the audience. The focus 
remains entirely on spoken language throughout the piece. The 
response was deemed to be at the bottom of Level 5 as it took a 
critical angle and used appropriate linguistic skill, but would have 
required a greater depth and breadth of discussion to achieve 
more marks.  
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Script 8: Question 3

Marks 16/36: AO1: 5 marks; AO3:6 marks; AO4: 5 marks (Level 3)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph of this response outlines the genre and 
audience and to some extent the purpose of the text but does 
not link this clearly to any analysis and therefore receives little 
credit. The topic sentence of the opening paragraph sets the 
response up for a focused comparative analysis, however, the 
candidate moves into a discussion about interruptions and tries 
(unsuccessfully) to link this to a discussion about power. There 
is some attempt to link this to relevant context and to compare. 
There is also an attempt to link to the second text but this lacks 
development and moves back to a less secure point about 
beards.  The candidate makes further attempts to discuss the 
relationship between gender and power, this time by linking to 
grammar.  Whilst the examples cited are relevant, there is a lack 
of development in terms of analysis. The point on lexis, whilst 
comparative, again lacks development of detail around examples. 
Overall, the piece was deemed to be an attempt to apply 
linguistic methods and make general connections between the 
texts, but was slightly stronger in terms of contextual discussion, 
moving the response to the top of Level 3 for AO3.

Total: 46 marks
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Script 9: Question 1

SECTION A – Language under the microscope

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following questions. 

Giving careful consideration to the context of the text:

(a)  identify and analyse uses of lexis and semantics in this text.  [10]

(b)  identify and analyse the way sentences are constructed in this text.  [10]

Marks 13/20: AO1: 6 marks; AO3: 7 marks (Level 3/4)
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Examiner commentary
This response makes clear points, quoting from the text and 
making basic assertions which show an awareness of the 
audience and purpose of the text. There is also a specific 
awareness of context when the candidate points out the 
significance of the publication date. It would have been more 
helpful for section B to have been addressed separately. However, 
the areas of grammatical discussion, such as interrogatives, are 
more precise, thus moving the mark for section B into Level 4. 
Overall there are clear points about language use, but they lack 
the detail or specificity to be higher in the mark scheme.
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Script 9: Question 2

SECTION B – Writing about a topical language issue

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

‘In our society it is important that we have a standard form of spoken English.’

Write an entertaining column which engages critically with the quotation above (a column is a type of 
article where writers can express their own opinions), suitable for a national daily newspaper. You do 
not need to include the exact words of the quotation and you may invent your own title if you wish. You 
should write about 500 words. [24]

Marks 9/24: AO2: 4 marks; AO5: 5 marks (Level 2/3)
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Examiner commentary
There is some understanding of spoken language demonstrated, 
though it is not always convincing.  Though it is likely that the 
description of prescriptivists and descriptivists was designed to 
be humorous, it also suggests something of a simplistic approach 
to the debate. Much of the discussion around Crystal is irrelevant 
because it is not focused on spoken language. Although they 
attempt to utlilise Aitchison’s Crumbling Castle metaphor, this is 
misapplied. The level of inaccuracies keeps this response in Level 
2 for AO2 but there are enough attempts to engage with the 
reader, such as with the use of humour, to move it into Level 3 for 
AO5.
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Script 9: Question 3

Marks 22/36: AO1: 7 marks; AO3: 8 marks; AO4: 7 marks (Level 4)

SECTION C – Comparing and contrasting texts

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should 
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts B and C in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using appropriate linguistic concepts and methods, analyse the ways in which language is used in these 
two texts. In your answer you should:

• explore connections and variations between the texts
• consider how contextual factors contribute to the construction of meaning.  [36]
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Examiner commentary
The response begins in a comparative sense but is general 
when describing the mode features of each text. There is 
some identification of spoken language features in Text B but 
it takes a long time to identify the contextual significance of 
these points and in some cases it is missing. The candidate 
goes on to consider several more points, and they do improve 

the consistency of their analysis though it continues to lack 
specificity.  They maintain a comparative approach however, and 
utiltise Fairclough’s research to support a point in an appropriate 
manner.  The reference to Grice is less convincing. 

Total: 44 marks
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