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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Introduction

These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.

OCRis open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification (http//www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-
h070-h470-from-2015/) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should

also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners'Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http.//www.ocr.org.uk/

qualifications/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).

Itis important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Script 1: Question 1

SECTION A - Child language acquisition
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.
Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using the appropriate terminology to explain your findings, examine the language development stage
of the child-participant as evidenced in the transcript. You should identify and analyse the phonology,
grammar and meaning of her utterances.

Use your knowledge of theories and concepts of child language acquisition to support your answer.

[20]

Marks 20/20: AO1: 10 marks; AO2: 10 marks (Level 5)
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A Level English Language
Examiner commentary

The response demonstrates assured understanding of both concepts
and linguistic features. Analysis is perceptive, focused and discerning
throughout.

See Q3 for general comments on this script.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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A Level English Language

Script 1: Question 2

Exemplar Candidate Work

SECTION B - Language in the media

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using your understanding of relevant ideas and concepts, investigate how language features
andcontextual factors construct meanings in this text.

Marks 24/24: AO2: 12 marks; AO3: 12 marks (Level 6)
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Exemplar Candidate Work
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A Level English Language

Examiner commentary

The response shows assured knowledge of relevant concepts and
patterns of language use are fully explored in a precise and discerning
manner which links clearly to a perceptive understanding of a range
of contextual factors.

See Q3 for general comments on this script.
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Script 1: Question 3

SECTION C - Language change

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts C and D in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

By detailed analysis of the writing in both passages, discuss and illustrate the variations in language
between the 18th and 20th centuries. In your answer you should explore the ways language is used in
each text, as well as how contextual factors influence the way meaning is constructed.

[36]

Marks 36/36: AO1: 12 marks; AO3: 12 marks; AO4: 12 marks (Level 6)
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Examiner commentary
The response is systematic, perceptive and discerning in exploring some depth and precision. Arguably, this script breaks through
patterns of language use in relation to conceptual and contextual the top of the mark scheme for all three questions and, as such,
factors. Comparison and a focus on language variation are fully may be intimidating as a model for students but analysing the
integrated into the response. structure of short sections could be instructive.

Across all three questions, there is precision in the use of Total: 80 marks
terminology and the links to concepts are fully integrated into the
analysis. Contextual factors are considered tentatively and with
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Script 2: Question 1

SECTION A - Child language acquisition
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.
Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using the appropriate terminology to explain your findings, examine the language development stage
of the child-participant as evidenced in the transcript. You should identify and analyse the phonology,
grammar and meaning of her utterances.

Use your knowledge of theories and concepts of child language acquisition to support your answer.

[20]

Marks 19/20: AO1: 9 marks; AO2: 10 marks (Level 5)
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Examiner commentary

The response refers to a wide range of language features with well-
selected examples and makes assured references to concepts with
discerning and perceptive links drawn.

This is a very strong response that, occasionally, lacks some
precision and makes some infrequent vague explanations but,
overall, this is a clear top band response.

18 © OCR 2017




A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Script 2: Question 2

SECTION B - Language in the media
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using your understanding of relevant ideas and concepts, investigate how language features
andcontextual factors construct meanings in this text.

Marks 24/24: AO2: 12 marks; AO3: 12 marks (Level 6)
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A Level English Language
Examiner commentary

The response shows assured conceptual and linguistic knowledge
which is used to evaluate a discerning and perceptive range of
contextual factors.

This is precise and detailed in terms of engaging with patterns

of language use and how they create representations. There is
developed reference to contextual factors and a suitably tentative
consideration of the impact of bias.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Script 2: Question 3

SECTION C - Language change

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts C and D in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

By detailed analysis of the writing in both passages, discuss and illustrate the variations in language
between the 18th and 20th centuries. In your answer you should explore the ways language is used in
each text, as well as how contextual factors influence the way meaning is constructed.

[36]

Marks 33/36: AO1: 11 marks; AO3: 11 marks; AO4: 11 marks (Level 6)
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Examiner commentary

The response is systematic in the application of a range of language
features and patterns are identified well. There are some discerning
considerations of contextual factors and comparison is methodical
and, at times, illuminating.

A very strong response that engages with trends within and
across the two texts and shows a detailed and perceptive ability
to interpret the influence of contextual factors. This is a well-
structured comparison and links are drawn to relevant concepts.
There are times when the precise focus and detail required for full
marks are not wholly present but this remains a very impressive
response.

Total: 76 marks
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Script 3: Question 1

SECTION A - Child language acquisition
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using the appropriate terminology to explain your findings, examine the language development stage
of the child-participant as evidenced in the transcript. You should identify and analyse the phonology,
grammar and meaning of her utterances.

Use your knowledge of theories and concepts of child language acquisition to support your answer.

[20]

Marks 15/20: AO1: 7 marks; AO2: 8 marks (Level 4)
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A Level English Language
Examiner commentary

The response makes consistently accurate reference to language
features and uses appropriate terminology. There are consistently
accurate links drawn to theories.

In spite of some errors, there is enough accurate knowledge in
this response to justify a mark in the lower end of Level 4 but

not enough detail for the lower end of the higher level. Errors
such as the labelling of the contracted copula as a plural are best
avoided as are vague phrases such as Emma can answer with
"grammatically structured responses” There is breadth to the
concepts covered and these are linked clearly enough to the
data.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Script 3: Question 2

SECTION B - Language in the media
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using your understanding of relevant ideas and concepts, investigate how language features
andcontextual factors construct meanings in this text.

Marks 22/24 AO2: 12 marks; AO3: 10 marks (Level 6/5)
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A Level English Language
Examiner commentary

The response shows an assured conceptual understanding
and critically engages with patterns of language use. Context is
considered in some detail.

The response engages well with patterns of language use and
exemplifies and explains these clearly by linking to relevant
concepts. The fact that the response limits itself to power
concepts primarily is in no way to its detriment. There is some
detailed engagement with contextual factors but there aren't the
perceptive links expected of top level responses.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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A Level English Language

Script 3: Question 3

Exemplar Candidate Work

SECTION C - Language change

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts C and D in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

By detailed analysis of the writing in both passages, discuss and illustrate the variations in language
between the 18th and 20th centuries. In your answer you should explore the ways language is used in
each text, as well as how contextual factors influence the way meaning is constructed.

[36]

Marks 30/36: AO1:10 marks; AO3: 10 marks; AO4: 10 marks (Level 5)
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Examiner commentary

The response applies a range of linguistic knowledge in a systematic
manner and makes some strong and helpful points which weigh
up some contextual factors. There are clear and methodical
comparisons drawn.

The response is clearly a well-structured one which consistently
compares features from both texts and focuses on patterns of
language use. These patterns are explored and explained through
reference to contextual factors and by linking to some concepts
of change which are relevant. There is, at times, an over-reliance
on reproducing learned knowledge (the relevance of Lowth is
not clearly linked to the data, for example).

Total: 67 marks
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Script 4: Question 1

SECTION A - Child language acquisition
You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using the appropriate terminology to explain your findings, examine the language development stage
of the child-participant as evidenced in the transcript. You should identify and analyse the phonology,
grammar and meaning of her utterances.

Use your knowledge of theories and concepts of child language acquisition to support your answer.

[20]

Marks 15/20: AO1: 8 marks; AO2: 7 marks (Level 4)
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work
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Examiner commentary

Accurate and sustained reference to range of language features

with appropriate examples and developed analysis. Accurate use of
a range of terminology with coherent written expression. Accurate
reference to stages of development with appropriate exploration of
selected examples. Consistently connects variety of theories/concepts
with secure understanding of the relationship between theory/
practice.

This is a strong response that is only lacking in some precision in
the use of terminology and this impacts its ability to create depth
in the discussion of how language links to concepts. In terms of
concepts, there are consistent links and these are always relevant
but the discussion often repeats elements of the theory rather
than explicitly connecting it to the data.
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A Level English Language

Script 4: Question 2

Exemplar Candidate Work

SECTION B - Language in the media

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using your understanding of relevant ideas and concepts, investigate how language features
andcontextual factors construct meanings in this text.

Marks 18/24: AO2: 10 marks; AO3: 8 marks (Level 5/4)
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A Level English Language

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Exemplar Candidate Work
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A Level English Language
Examiner commentary

Good knowledge and understanding of language concepts and
issues. Informed comment on texts patterns of language use. Sound
response to a range of contextual factors/language features and how
they are associated with construction of meaning. Clear, relevant
response on impact of contextual features and how they contribute
to construction of meaning.

This is a stronger response in terms of identifying patterns and
exploring concepts than it is on context, in spite of there being
consistent links to context. The links drawn are coherent and
relevant but not rooted in a detailed explanation of the patterns’
relevance.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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A Level English Language

Script 4: Question 3

Exemplar Candidate Work

SECTION C - Language change

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts C and D in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

By detailed analysis of the writing in both passages, discuss and illustrate the variations in language
between the 18th and 20th centuries. In your answer you should explore the ways language is used in
each text, as well as how contextual factors influence the way meaning is constructed.

[36]

Marks 30/36: AO1: 10 marks; AO3: 10 marks; AO4: 10 marks (Level 5)
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work
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Examiner commentary

The response applies a range of methods in a systematic way

using coherent written expression. The response explores patterns

of language use and analyses evidence in some depth. The

response includes strong/helpful points about contextual factors of
production/reception. The response demonstrates ability to weigh up
conclusions about the effect of context on different uses of language.
The response demonstrates sound application of good knowledge/
concepts. The response compares with helpful connections.

Another strong response which is very well-structured around
drawing comparative links between the two texts. There is a
weighing up of contextual factors and clear and helpful links are
drawn to concepts.
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Script 5: Question 1

SECTION A - Child language acquisition

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using the appropriate terminology to explain your findings, examine the language development stage
of the child-participant as evidenced in the transcript. You should identify and analyse the phonology,
grammar and meaning of her utterances.

Use your knowledge of theories and concepts of child language acquisition to support your answer.

[20]

Marks 15/20: AO1: 7 marks; AO2: 8 marks (Level 4)
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Examiner commentary

The response is consistently accurate in referring to a range of This is a sound response which consistently focuses on the data

language features and makes a variety of connections to relevant and uses appropriate terminology well. There are consistent links

concepts with clear links to language use. drawn to concepts. At times, precision is lacking in describing
the language and this limits the level of depth that is possible in
the analysis.
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A Level English Language

Script 5: Question 2

Exemplar Candidate Work

SECTION B - Language in the media

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using your understanding of relevant ideas and concepts, investigate how language features
andcontextual factors construct meanings in this text.

Marks 16/24: AO2:8 marks; AO3: 8 marks (Level 4)
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work
Examiner commentary

The response shows some sound knowledge and understanding
through the discussion of relevant language features and makes
sound attempts to engage with both context of reception and
production.

Knowledge and understanding is sound and this is a clearly
structured response. As with question 1, there is a lack of
precision in exploring language patterns but exemplification is
clear and links to context are consistently made.
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Script 5: Question 3

SECTION C - Language change

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts C and D in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

By detailed analysis of the writing in both passages, discuss and illustrate the variations in language
between the 18th and 20th centuries. In your answer you should explore the ways language is used in
each text, as well as how contextual factors influence the way meaning is constructed.

[36]

Marks 27/36: AO1: 10 marks; AO3: 9 marks; AO4: 8 marks (Level 5/4)
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A Level English Language
Examiner commentary

The response applies a range of linguistic methods in a systematic
way and weighs up conceptual factors. There are some comparisons
drawn which show appropriate conceptual knowledge.

There is range and depth to the consideration of language
patterns in both texts and this is the most precise of the three
responses. Context is considered in a tentative way and there

is clear weighing up of potential influences of language.
Comparison is clear but not focused on change to the extent of a
higher level response.

Total: 58 marks

Exemplar Candidate Work
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Script 6: Question 1

SECTION A - Child language acquisition

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using the appropriate terminology to explain your findings, examine the language development stage
of the child-participant as evidenced in the transcript. You should identify and analyse the phonology,
grammar and meaning of her utterances.

Use your knowledge of theories and concepts of child language acquisition to support your answer.

[20]

Marks 16/20: AO1: 7 marks; AO2: 9 marks (Level 4/5)
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Examiner commentary

The response covers a range of language features with generally
accurate terminology. Conceptually, the response covers a broad
range and consistently draws clear links to language use.

Terminology is, at times, a little confused (references to “the
's'plural”for example) and this creates a lack of precision but
the response is clearly rooted in the data and there are some
attempts at developed analyses. In spite of some conflation
of stages near the start, there are a broad range of concepts
considered and these are consistently linked to the data
throughout the response.
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A Level English Language Exemplar Candidate Work

Script 6: Question 2

SECTION B - Language in the media

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using your understanding of relevant ideas and concepts, investigate how language features
andcontextual factors construct meanings in this text.

Marks 17/24: AO2: 9 marks; AO3: 8 marks (Level 5/4)
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Examiner commentary

The response identifies patterns and draws consistent links to
concepts, which suggests good knowledge. There are clear and
relevant points made on contextual factors.

There is clear engagement throughout the response with the
patterns of language use and the response is reasonably well-
structured in drawing links between language patterns and
concepts and contexts. Accuracy is sometimes lacking from parts
of the response and links to contexts can lack depth at times.
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Script 6: Question 3

SECTION C - Language change

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts C and D in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

By detailed analysis of the writing in both passages, discuss and illustrate the variations in language
between the 18th and 20th centuries. In your answer you should explore the ways language is used in
each text, as well as how contextual factors influence the way meaning is constructed.

[36]

Marks 21/36: AO1: 8 marks; AO3: 6 marks; AO4: 7 marks (Level 4/3/4)
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A Level English Language
Examiner commentary

The response applies some appropriate methods and makes a
number of valid supported points. There are a few attempts to explore
contextual factors and comparisons are drawn between the texts.

The response makes consistent comparisons across the two
texts and attempts to match language features clearly. Both the
discussion of concepts and of relevant contexts are lacking in the
depth required of higher level responses but there is still a great
deal that is of worth in this response.

Total: 54 marks

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Script 7: Question 1

SECTION A - Child language acquisition

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using the appropriate terminology to explain your findings, examine the language development stage
of the child-participant as evidenced in the transcript. You should identify and analyse the phonology,
grammar and meaning of her utterances.

Use your knowledge of theories and concepts of child language acquisition to support your answer.

[20]

Marks 10/20: AO1: 6 marks; AO2: 4 marks (Level 3/2)
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Examiner commentary

The response makes generally accurate reference to language
features with some appropriate terminology. Some links are drawn to
concepts with some accuracy at times.

This response engages with some of the salient features of the
data and shows some accurate knowledge but doesn't take

a consistently analytical approach. It states that declaratives

are used to inform, which is rather simplistic, and discussion of
phonology conflates sound production with grammatical stages.
There are some links drawn to theory at times but this lacks both
the breadth and depth of a stronger response.

Total: 54 marks
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Script 7: Question 2

SECTION B - Language in the media

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using your understanding of relevant ideas and concepts, investigate how language features
andcontextual factors construct meanings in this text.

Marks 15/24: AO2: 8 marks; AO3: 7 marks (Level 4)
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Examiner commentary

There is a sound level of knowledge and understanding of relevant The response identifies some patterns but doesn't consistently
concepts and issues and the candidate uses their knowledge and explore them. Terminology is sound when discussing examples
understanding of concepts to comment on some language features but links to concepts are often descriptive rather than analytical.
in the text. There is a sound attempt to respond to a range of There is decent engagement with context of reception in places
contextual factors and language features. but the discussion of context needs to be more clearly rooted in

the language of the text.
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Script 7: Question 3

SECTION C - Language change

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts C and D in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

By detailed analysis of the writing in both passages, discuss and illustrate the variations in language
between the 18th and 20th centuries. In your answer you should explore the ways language is used in
each text, as well as how contextual factors influence the way meaning is constructed.

[36]

Marks 23/36: AO1: 8 marks; AO3: 8 marks; AO4: 7 marks (Level 4)
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Examiner commentary

The response makes systematic and accurate reference to a range
of language features and there are valid points made in linking
language with context. There is some evidence of weighing up the
influence of context and comparisons between particular language
features show some conceptual understanding.

This response is clearly structured around comparing the two
texts and there is some clear understanding in spite of some
dubious points about mode near the start. Concepts are, at times,
considered but need to be fully integrated into the analysis to
improve the response’s AO4 mark.

Total: 48 marks
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Script 8: Question 1

SECTION A - Child language acquisition

You are advised to spend about 40 minutes on this section.

Read Text A in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using the appropriate terminology to explain your findings, examine the language development stage
of the child-participant as evidenced in the transcript. You should identify and analyse the phonology,
grammar and meaning of her utterances.

Use your knowledge of theories and concepts of child language acquisition to support your answer.

[20]

Marks 13/20: AO1: 6 marks; AO2: 7 marks (Level 3/4)
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Examiner commentary

The response makes generally accurate and developed reference

to language features from the three levels specified in the question,
with appropriate examples. Accurate use of appropriate terminology
will enhance the response. The response consistently connects the
elements of the participants’ language usage with a variety of
concepts/ theories.

There are links to relevant theories and these are connected to
the data. Terminology is lacking the precision of higher level
responses but there is still a clear focus on exploring language.

Exemplar Candidate Work
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Script 8: Question 2

SECTION B - Language in the media

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Read Text B in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

Using your understanding of relevant ideas and concepts, investigate how language features
andcontextual factors construct meanings in this text.

Marks 14/24: AO2: 7 marks; AO3: 7 marks (Level 4)
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Examiner commentary

The response shows a sound level of knowledge and understanding
and makes some links to language use. There are clear attempts
made to discuss contexts.

There is a clear structure to this response and it consistently
exemplifies language features but spends too much time on
graphological features at the expense of engaging with patterns
of language on other levels. The references to context are clear
but lacking depth and development.
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Script 8: Question 3

SECTION C - Language change

You are advised to spend about 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section. Approximately 15 minutes should
be spent reading and preparing your answer and approximately 50 minutes writing your response.

Read Texts C and D in your Resource Booklet and answer the following question.

By detailed analysis of the writing in both passages, discuss and illustrate the variations in language
between the 18th and 20th centuries. In your answer you should explore the ways language is used in
each text, as well as how contextual factors influence the way meaning is constructed.

[36]

Marks 14/36: AO1: 5 marks; AO3: 5 marks; AO4: 4 marks (Level 3/2)
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Examiner commentary

There is uneven analysis with some valid points made with some
support and unconvincing attempts to explore contextual factors.
There are loose connections made between the texts and some
concepts are in evidence.

This response is not clearly focused on comparison; instead, it
deals with the two texts consecutively before beginning some
concurrent analysis later on. Terminology is often vague and
analysis lacks in depth as a result. There are some very broad
points made about contexts that don't fully engage with the
context of the individual texts.

Total: 41 marks
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