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Introduction
This resource has been produced by a senior member of 
the A Level English Language and Literature examining 
team to offer teachers an insight into how the assessment 
objectives are applied. It has taken the two high mark 
questions from the sample question paper and used 
them to illustrate how the questions might be answered 
and provide some commentary on what factors 
contribute to overall levels. 

As these responses have not been through full 
moderation, they are banded to give an indication of the 
level of each response. 

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and 
guidance only and does not in any way constitute an 
indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.

The sample assessment material for these answers 
and commentary can be found on the A Level English 
Language and Literature web page and accessed via the 
following link: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-
a-level-gce-english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-
h474-from-2015/

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-h474-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-h474-from-2015/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-h474-from-2015/


Exemplar Candidate Work

4

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018

Script A - High level response - 36 marks

Task 1 (Analytical and comparative writing)

Explore how Bryson and Kay use aspects of humour and satire to resent their respective journeys in  
“The Lost Continent” and “The Sound of Laughter”.
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Examiner commentary
Task 1 (22 marks)

The candidate offers a very detailed introduction both to the 
contextual backgrounds of each writer as well as the genre in 
which they write (AO3). This understanding of context is further 
nuanced by references to the differing audiences that both are 
writing for, with the contrast between Bryson’s international 
reader and Kay’s UK-centric audience (AO3, AO4).

The candidate’s analysis is lively and detailed. The consideration 
of how Bryson constructs satire through the juxtaposition of 
the serious with the silly and his use of colloquial - and very 
‘English’ language is excellent, for example (AO2, AO1). This 
use of humour is successfully contrasted with Kay’s use of 
cultural references and colloquialism and so the candidate is 
able to draw sharp comparisons through both the linguistic 
techniques employed as well as through the purpose of the 
writing (AO4). The candidate draws similarly strong contrasts 
between the extent to which Bryson appears critical of his home 
town whereas Kay treats his with a gentler humour and softer 
approach (AO4). The consideration of whole text structure, 
however, offers less interesting insight (AO2, AO1).

Overall, this is a very successful comparison which successfully 
pinpoints the useful points of comparison to use as a contrast. 
It has also successfully identified the patterns of language that 
each writer employs and so offers a strong sense of engagement 
with the whole text in each case, with judiciously selected 
examples to illuminate the points made.

A mark firmly in Level 6 is appropriate for this excellent and 
engaging work.
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Task 2 (Original writing non-fiction)

Cumbrian lass Vs. Consumerism
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Examiner commentary
Task 2 (14 marks)

The introduction gives a strong rationale for the piece of writing 
and outlines clearly how language will be manipulated for effect, 
in order to create a believable original text (AO2).

The travel writing is very successful with flair shown in its 
manipulation of generic codes and conventions (AO5). 
Vocabulary is almost always precisely and judiciously selected for 
effect with an engaging range that fits the genre and purpose - 
‘skimming’, ‘gaggles’, for example - and the cultural references are 
apposite and well-judged.

There are minor errors with accuracy but whole text cohesion is 
very strong. This is an excellent piece of writing which is placed, 
therefore, in Level 6.
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Task 1 (Analytical and comparative writing)

Compare and analyse why Truman Capote and Adrian McKinty create a sense of veracity in “In Cold Blood” 
and “In the Morning I’ll Be Gone”.

Script B - High level response - 36 marks
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Examiner commentary
Task 1 (22 marks)

As the centre’s summative comments suggest, this is a piece 
of work that demonstrates perceptive engagement by the 
candidate with the historical and generic context of the texts. 
The understanding that Capote’s writing crosses the boundary 
between the non-fiction and fiction genres through the 
construction of the factual events is strong, and usefully informs 
and frames the argument (AO3). The intrusion of Capote’s voice 
into the relating of events, therefore, is excellently explored 
and details such as the ‘idiosyncratic’ response to landscape 
are telling (AO2, AO1) as is the understanding that the fictional 
writer, McKinty must blur fact with his fiction to create a fictional 
reality (AO3).

A strong and detailed comparison is offered of the differing 
contexts of production and reception (AO4) and the influences 
these had on each text. Comparison of the narrative voices 
employed is offered with detailed consideration of Capote’s use 
of dialogue and McKinty’s first person narration (AO4). 

Capote’s biased presentation of the two murderers is explored 
precisely with apt use of textual detail to support the solid 
argument offered about Capote’s manipulation of the reader 
(AO2, AO1). The reflections on the generic implications of his 
slide into fictionality are perceptive. The candidate also explores 
the careful construction of McKinty’s character through dialect 
(AO2, AO1). Throughout the discussion, close attention is paid 
to the different methods both writers use to construct voices 
within each text (AO4).

This is a well-framed task which is deftly handled by the 
candidate who has really engaged with the relationship 
between fact and fiction with this essay. It is appropriately 
awarded a mark in Level 6.
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Task 2 (Original writing non-fiction)

The little Prince of Harlsden
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Examiner commentary
Task 2 (14 marks)

The candidate’s introduction makes clear the genre and purpose 
of the writing and the stated intention in this introduction is 
clearly met in fit-for-purpose, impressive writing (AO2, AO1).

The candidate demonstrates skilful manipulation of language 
for effect on the reader and shows a perceptive understanding 
of how writers such as Moran employ mixed register to effect. 
The casual neologism of ‘freakery’ alongside sophisticated lexis 
such as ‘intimation’ which in turn is punctuated with idiom and 
colloquialism shows a knowing and deliberate engagement 
with the genre in question (AO5). The structure of the piece is 
highly controlled and the denouement, an excellently crafted 
punchline.

Clear Level 6 writing.
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Task 1 (Analytical and comparative writing)

Compare the use of narrative voice in Truman Capote’s “In Cold Blood” and Clive Stafford Smith’s “Injustice: 
Life and Death in the Courtrooms of America”.

Script C - High/medium level response - 35 marks
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Examiner commentary
Task 1 (20 marks)

The candidate offers a detailed consideration of the respective 
approaches of each writer, considering the contextual influences 
of genre and writer’s purposes and contrasting Capote’s 
purported neutrality with the first person narration of Stafford-
Smith (AO4). Detailed comparison of the extent to which each 
narrator intrudes on their narrative is offered (AO4), as well as the 
decisions that the writers make to shift between first and third 
person narration.

There is a very sound awareness of the influence of context on 
the writing (AO3) and this informs the discussion throughout. 
The contrasting innocence and guilt of the protagonists in 
question is explored usefully and in detail, for example.

Some analysis is extremely detailed and a range of linguistic 
terms are used accurately (AO1). The consideration of the way 
Capote links the ‘characters’ in his ‘story’ is very thoughtful and 
demonstrates a very clear understanding of how writers shape 
meaning (AO2, AO1). Similarly, the candidate offers a very 
detailed comparison of the use of direct speech. At times, there 
is a sense that the argument lacks structure and shape but this 
writing is always clear and demonstrates secure application of 
linguistic concepts and methods to demonstrate a very sound 
understanding of how writers shape meaning.

The essay is awarded a mark at the top of Level 5.
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Task 2 (Original writing non-fiction)

Princess for a Day: Really?
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Examiner commentary
Task 2 (15 marks)

The moderators agreed with the centre’s summative comments 
that the candidate excellently constructs an appropriate and 
fit-for-purpose blog, demonstrating strong understanding of the 
codes and conventions of the genre (AO5).

There are many original turns of phrase and the use of idiom, 
sentence construction and manipulation of tone is often 
impressive. There are some less successful aspects of the writing 
where, perhaps, a linguistic technique such as alliteration has 
been over-consciously employed but this is on the whole, 
persuasive and controlled writing.

There are some minor slips in written accuracy but these do 
not detract from the success of the writing. A mark in Level 6 is 
appropriate.
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Task 1 (Analytical and comparative writing)

Compare and contrast how George Orwell and Owen Jones present perspectives on society and politics 
through their style of investigative journalism in “Down and Out in Paris and London”, and  
“The Establishment: And How They Get Away with It”

Script D - Medium level response - 33 marks
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Examiner commentary
Task 1 (19 marks)

The lively introduction outlines clearly the purposes of each 
text and contrasts the contextual influences impacting on each 
(AO3). The candidate understands the investigative genre that 
both texts are working within. In the second paragraph, the 
candidate contrasts the lexical choices of each writer, offering 
well-developed consideration of register (AO2, AO1). Phrasing is, 
at times, awkward, but the close attention to detail in the use of 
language is sustained.

The argument that the ‘heavy’ use of adjectives induces the 
reader to share the writer’s perspective is less convincing 
as is the discussion on figurative language (AO2) but the 
commentary on narrative voice and the use of proper nouns is 
much more secure (AO2, AO1).

Overall, the task is not always well-structured, with the chunk 
of biographical context at the end and the lack of secure 
paragraphing (AO1). There is also an inconsistency in the quality 
of analysis (AO2, AO1). However, there is a very clear sense of 
contrast between the texts and their respective purposes (AO4, 
AO3) and a lively engagement both with the ideas and with 
some of the language features that the writers use.
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Task 2 (Original writing non-fiction)

10 Ways to Make America Great Again



Exemplar Candidate Work

36

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

37

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

38

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

39

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

40

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

41

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

42

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
Task 2 (14 marks)

In the introduction, the candidate makes ambitious - and 
sophisticated - claims for their writing which elucidates the 
varied aims of the writing very clearly (AO2).

The writing is controlled and creates and sustains the voice to 
excellent effect (AO5). The use of parentheses, emphatic phrases 
such as ‘it’s true folks’, and the filler ‘like’ indicate a studied analysis 
of Trump’s own voice and this is re-created intelligently and 
with sophistication. The candidate employs humour and irony 
extremely well - this is an original piece demonstrating a high 
degree of control (AO5).

The piece is appropriately placed in Level 6. 
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Task 1 (Analytical and comparative writing)

Examine the linguistic and literary methods used to present challenging circumstances in “Property” by 
Valerie Mantin and “12 Years a Slave” by Solomon Northup 

Script E - Low level response - 24 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

44

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

45

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

46

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

47

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

48

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
Task 1 (14 marks)

The candidate competently understands the contrasting 
contexts of the two texts and that context influences the 
construction of the writing (AO3), as outlined in the introduction. 
This understanding is drawn on through the essay, for example 
where reference is made to the challenges of living as a woman 
in this period, irrespective of slave status. The conclusion makes 
useful points about the generic difference between fiction 
and memoir but does not fully exploit this contrast within the 
discussion (AO4, AO3).

The opening of the essay focuses mainly on Property, offering 
analysis of the harsh conditions of slave life with clear analysis 
of descriptive detail. The candidate also contrasts the impact 
of narrative voice on each text (AO4) comparing the choice of 
perspective made by each writer however, the discussion is 
straightforward and the consideration of the impact of the first 
person narration is not explored beyond comments such as it 
allows a ‘deeper connection’ with the reader (AO2, AO1). The 
straightforward nature of the analysis is further reinforced with 
the suggestion that emotive lexis generates sympathy in the 
reader.

Comparisons are similarly clear but straightforward. The 
candidate contrasts the depiction of the two slave-owners, for 
example, correctly labelling the pre- and post-modification in 
the texts used in their description (AO4, AO1).

Overall, this is a competent piece of writing which makes 
straightforward links between the texts although the coverage 
of each text is not especially fulsome. Linguistic analysis is 
quite straightforward but clear nonetheless and terminology is 
accurately applied. There are some slips in writing accuracy but 
these do not mask sense (AO1).

The moderator was able to confirm that a mark in Level 4 was 
justified.
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Task 2 (Original writing non-fiction)

“A chapter from a history book about Britain’s involvement in the slave trade”



Exemplar Candidate Work

50

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

51

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

52

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

53

A Level English Language and Literature (EMC)

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
Task 2 (10 marks)

The candidate’s introduction makes clear their understanding of 
the genre and purpose of their writing.

The candidate’s phrasing and tone of voice is fit for purpose - 
for example description such as ‘Hawkins would make three 
journeys’ and ‘At this time the British were mostly interested in...’ 
demonstrate sound knowledge of the nature of factual writing 
(AO5). Language is chosen precisely throughout the piece, with 
vocabulary such as ‘traversing’ and ‘commodity’ successfully 
helping to create an appropriate register.

The text is very competently structured with a sound sense of 
whole text cohesion, appropriate sub-headings and signposting 
for the reader (AO5).

Minor slips in the voice - ‘is quoted to have said’, for example - do 
not detract from the solid success of this piece and it is awarded 
a mark at the top of Level 4, indicating that it is very competent 
writing and competent manipulation of English (AO5).
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