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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

Alfred the Great

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

1 Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that King 
Alfred’s reforms in religion and learning depended on help from continental Europe. [30]

Source A: The archbishop of Reims writes to Alfred in response to a request for assistance in the 
king’s reforms in England.

You seek from us, in particular, one named Grimbaud, a priest and monk, to be appointed as a bishop 
and to superintend the administration of pastoral care. He is most worthy to be a bishop and suitable as 
well, in that he can instruct others. I had hoped he would achieve that distinction in our kingdom and 
that I could continue to have him as a companion in my administration and as a most reliable assistant in 
every church concern. But I have most willingly agreed to the request made by you, to whom I can deny 
nothing. It is my duty to yield him to you and yours to receive him honourably.

Fulco, Letter, c. 886

Source B: Alfred introduces his translation of Pope Gregory’s Pastoral Care.

When I remembered how the knowledge of Latin had formerly decayed throughout England, yet many 
could still read English writing, I began, among other various and manifold troubles of this kingdom 
to translate into English the book which in Latin is called Pastoralis, and in English Shepherd’s Book, 
sometimes word by word and sometimes according to the sense, as I had learned it from Plegmund my 
archbishop and Asser my bishop, and Grimbaud my mass-priest and John my mass-priest. And when I had 
learned it as I could best understand it, and as I could most clearly interpret it, I translated it into English; 
and I will send a copy to every bishopric in the kingdom.

Alfred, Preface to Gregory’s Pastoral Care, c. 890

Source C: Asser, a monk, writes about how Alfred established a monastery at Athelney.

In the first place the king appointed John, a priest and monk of Old Saxon origin, as abbot of Athelney; 
and thereafter certain priests and deacons from across the sea arrived. Among these (since Alfred had not 
yet achieved the number he desired), were a number of people of Gallic origin. He ordered that certain 
of their children be educated in the monastery and at a later time be raised to the monastic order. In the 
monastery too I saw someone of Viking parentage who had been brought up there.

Asser, Life of King Alfred, 893

Source D: Florence of Worcester, a monk and historian, describes the appointments made in the 
Church by Alfred.

In 872 Werefrith, a man learned in the Scriptures, who had been brought up in the holy church of 
Worcester, was ordained bishop. At King Alfred’s command he made the first translation of the Dialogues 
of pope Gregory from the Latin into the Saxon tongue, a work which he executed with great accuracy and 
elegance. The king induced him and also Plegmund, a learned and venerable man and a native of Mercia, 
together with Aethelstan and Werwulf, two well educated Mercian priests, to leave that province and 
come to him, and he advanced them to high honours and station, that they might assist him in his great 
object, the acquisition of learning.

Gregory’s Chronicle, 1461
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Level 6 answer – 26 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view and draws attention to some of 
the other factors involved. However, there could be a stronger 
focus on the sources given this is the source element of the 
paper. Source A and C are considered together, they are 
explained and the provenance of A is considered and is also 
cross-referenced with C. The provenance of C is also briefly 
discussed, but would benefit from development. Source C 
and D are contrasted and some detailed knowledge is used 
to evaluate D. Source B is also clearly explained, but there is 
little contextual knowledge or provenance here, with the focus 
more on explanation. The judgement is well developed and the 
response does return to discuss the provenance of B and some 
more contextual knowledge is used. The answer is thorough 
and contextual knowledge is used and the provenance of all 
the sources considered, but this would benefit from greater 
development to take the answer further into the top the level. 
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that King Alfred’s 
reforms in religion and learning depended on help from continental Europe.  
 [30]

Level 4 answer – 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about the issue in the question, 
but there is only the briefest reference to the actual sources 
despite this being the source-based element of the paper. 
Source A is thoroughly explained and there is some use of 
contextual knowledge. Source C is also explained and there is 
some limited mention of Asser. Similarly B and D are explained 
and there is some contextual knowledge but it is not always 
used to evaluate the sources and instead is deployed and used 

as part of the explanation. The treatment of the provenance 
is almost entirely ignored and this limits the level that can be 
reached. There is judgement but this is not developed and 
further limits the level reached. The response just reaches Level 
4 as there is some consideration of provenance and some use of 
contextual knowledge, but the former is not developed and this 
keeps it at the lower end and to go higher there would need to 
be much more consideration of it in relation to the question.



Exemplar Candidate Work

12

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that King Alfred’s 
reforms in religion and learning depended on help from continental Europe.   
 [30]

Level 3 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is quite general with some brief reference to two 
sources and a general comment about the Alfredian religious 
and cultural reforms. There is some explanation of Source A 
in relation to the question, but it is not developed and there 
is some speculation. There is also some explanation of Source 
C and a brief mention that it is written by Asser, but the 
provenance is not developed to either support or challenge 
the view. Some knowledge is present, but is generalized and 
not really used to evaluate the source. Similarly, Source D is 

explained and there is a brief comment about the provenance 
but this requires greater development. Source C is deemed 
irrelevant and there is little attempt to use it to address the 
question. There is some argument in the conclusion but the 
response lacks depth and relies on explanation with little real 
analysis or use of contextual knowledge and is therefore placed 
in Level 3. In order to reach Level 4 there would need to be far 
greater use of contextual knowledge or the provenance of the 
sources would need to be considered in greater depth.



Exemplar Candidate Work

17

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Question 2

How effectively did Athelstan deal with challenges to his rule?
 [20]

Level 6 answer – 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is aware of the debate surrounding Athelstan’s 
reign and provides a balanced discussion which considers a 
range of issues. The military threat of the Danes is explained and 
there is good detailed knowledge to support the argument. 
There is consistent focus and the depth of analysis is strong. 
The argument is developed and supported with precise and 
relevant material. The argument is balanced and the response 
considers the issue of the Danes following his death. Once 
again there is a thorough and balanced discussion of the issue 
leading to a judgement. The question of his law codes is also 
discussed in depth and again there is a balanced and focused 
argument with continued use of detailed supporting material. 
The overall judgement is developed and supported and based 
on consistent the analysis that characterizes the response. As 
the response is consistently focused and analytical with good 
support and judgement it is placed in Level 6 and it is difficult, in 
the time allowed, to expect a response to do much more.
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Question 2

How effectively did Athelstan deal with challenges to his rule?
 [20]

Level 3 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view but it is limited and narrow in the 
range of issues. There is some explanation of the dynastic threat, 
but this is not developed. There is some listing of the challenges 
he faced and some limited explanation, but it is more of what 
he did rather than focusing on the success or otherwise of the 
response. The conclusion is very limited and the range of issues 
covered is also not wide and this limits the response to Level 
3. In order to reach Level 4 there would need to be far more 
analytical development and a wider range of issues covered. 
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Question 3

‘Eadred’s main achievement was to force the submission of the Danes.’ Assess this view.
 [20]

Level 3 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about Eadred’s achievements 
and is aware of a number of issues. His use of military force 
is explained, but there is also a tendency to drift towards 
description. This becomes more apparent in considering the role 
of luck in his achievements and only at the end of the paragraph 
is there an attempt to analyse the situation. There is also some 
analysis of Viking leadership, but as with previous analysis, this 
is not developed and the response drifts towards description. 
Eadred’s diplomatic achievements are also explained. There is an 
attempt at a judgement but this is not developed. The response 
is on the cusp of Levels 3 and 4 but there are places where the 
response is less well focused on the actual question and material 
is imparted rather than used so it is placed at the top of Level 3. 
In order to go to Level 4 there would need to be a stronger focus 
on the question and more developed explanation and analysis.
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