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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1
King John 1199–1216
Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.
Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the barons
rebelled because John disregarded accepted customs.
[30]
Source A:
An anonymous chronicler gives an account of a disagreement between King John and
his barons in 1214.
There arose a dissension between King John and some of the nobles concerning a scutage, which he sought
from them and which they would not give. Nor would they follow him into Poitou. For although many had
given, some of the northern barons, who during the previous year had hindered the king’s crossing to
Poitou, refused, saying they need not follow the king outside the country in return for the lands they held
from him in England, nor need they help him with scutage. On the other hand, the king demanded the aid
which had been given to the Crown in the days of his father and brother. The barons brought forward a
certain charter of liberties granted by Henry I, which they demanded should be confirmed to them by the
king.
Barnwell Chronicle, written before 1230
Source B:
Roger of Wendover, a monk at St Alban’s, describes John’s reaction when presented
with demands from the barons.
The barons sent a paper containing in great measure the laws and ancient customs of the kingdom and
declared that unless the king immediately granted them and confirmed them under his own seal, they
would capture his fortresses and force him to give them satisfaction. The archbishop carried the paper to
the king and read it to him. When the king heard it he said, with great indignation, ‘Why, amongst these
unjust demands, did not the barons ask for my kingdom also?’ And he declared, with an oath, that he would
never grant them such liberties as would render him their slave.
Roger of Wendover, History of England, written before 1236
Source C:

Matthew Paris, a monk at St Alban’s, comments on John’s treatment of the barons.

The king kept on oppressing one or other of the nobles of the kingdom, either by extorting money from
them unjustly or by stripping them of their privileges or properties. He became manifestly and notoriously
odious and detestable to both God and man. Moreover, his insatiable avarice and gluttony were concealed
from no one when he prohibited all fowling and taking of game birds and prevented the nobles from
hunting.
Matthew Paris, Flowers of History, written before 1253
Source D:

King John makes concessions in Magna Carta about his treatment of the barons.

No scutage or aid shall be imposed in our kingdom, unless by the common counsel of our kingdom, except
for ransoming our person, for making our eldest son a knight and for once marrying our eldest daughter;
and for these only a reasonable aid shall be levied. And to obtain the common counsel of the kingdom
about the assessing of an aid (except in the three cases aforesaid) or of a scutage, we will cause to be
summoned the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls and greater barons for a fixed date and to a fixed place.
Magna Carta, June 1215
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Level 6 answer – 30 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer displays all the right elements of a very good
answer. As well as a good range of knowledge and provenance,
it also contains analysis of relevant issues. Each paragraph also
evaluates the source in relation to the knowledge and context
and contains judgements about the usefulness of the source
in relation to the question. Despite the fact that each source is
evaluated separately, the answer does take a thematic view of
the question and this allows more sophisticated analysis and
evaluation.
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Question 1
Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the barons
rebelled because John disregarded accepted customs.
[30]

Level 3 answer – 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer which achieved top Level 3 takes a systematic
approach to the answer, but falls short in the quality and
quantity of the knowledge it brings to bear on the evaluation of
the sources. Provenance is simple for each source, but not well
developed.
The candidate explains the sources quite well, but does not
provide enough context to evaluate them. For example, in
paragraph 2 about Source A, the only contextual knowledge is
John’s nickname which indicated his lack of military prowess.
Something more substantive would have helped to evaluate
the usefulness of the source with regard to the question. As it
is this paragraph does not provide good evidence to focus on
the question of why the barons rebelled. The provenance here
is weak also with only a simple statement about anonymous
chronicles.
The next paragraph about the Magna Carta does not provide
any historical context about, for example, the circumstances in
which the charter was created in order to evaluate the source.
Again the provenance is very simple.
The knowledge used in the next paragraph which deals with
sources B and C is also very cursory in nature. The references
to excommunication and inderdict need to be developed and
related more clearly to the source and the question. Once again
the provenance is simple in nature.
This structured approach to answering the question is good, but
the answer requires much more in the way of knowledge and
evaluation to get high levels.
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Question 1
Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the barons
rebelled because John disregarded accepted customs.
[30]

Level 2 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The level and the mark of 7 out of 30 reflects the candidate’s lack
of focus on the question, the general nature of the knowledge
used, and the simple nature of their evaluation of the sources.
The use of provenance was basic and only present for one
source.

The provenance of the sources is touched on only briefly
with regard to Matthew Paris. There is no other attempt to
evaluate the provenance of the other sources. Perhaps if a
more systematic approach to the answer had been taken,
the candidate would have remembered to include more
provenance in their answer.

At the outset of this answer it appears that the candidate has
not really read the question which asks how far these sources
support the view that John disregarded customs and thereby
caused the barons to rebel. The candidate makes several
comments in the first and second paragraphs about John
disrespecting and oppressing the barons, but does not address
the issue of customs until well into the third paragraph.

The knowledge displayed in paragraphs two and three is not
linked to the source in any meaningful way, and the small bit of
analysis at the end of paragraph three is very simple in nature
and needs linking to the sources.
There are hints in this answer that the candidate did have some
of the knowledge required to develop a better answer, but
the lack of any real structure seems to have led to a scattergun
approach to displaying simple knowledge. The key seems to
have been a lack of planning before beginning to write the
answer.

One of the issues with this answer is that it has no structure. In
the second paragraph it mentions three sources, but does not
evaluate them. Instead, it makes general comment about the
state of England passed on to John by Richard, but does not link
these to the sources mentioned at the top of the paragraph.
16
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Question 2
How significant were the French wars in leading to discontent with Henry III’s rule up to 1232?
[20]

		

Level 4 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer achieved mid Level 4, reflecting the general nature
of the explanation and knowledge displayed and the reasonable
line of reasoning that exists through the answer.
The introduction suggests another reason for discontent in
Henry’s early reign and this is followed up to some extent in the
body of the essay. The section on Henry’s invasion has some
good information about the war and Henry’s actions, but needs
more about the way in which these were seen and reacted to by
the barons in order to evaluate to what extent Henry’s actions
caused discontent. The reference to funding needs following up
and expanding and an example of the discontent expressed by
the barons would have strengthened this section considerably.
Contrasting Henry’s later conflict with France with the invasion
early in his reign is a good idea, but this section also needs more
meaty evidence to make the contrasts clearer. The short passage
about this which then drifts into the problems between des
Roches and de Burgh is not enough to make a good argument
and link to the earlier wars.
While the des Roches and de Burgh material does pick up
the other reasons for discontent, this section needs a good
introductory sentence to make it clear that is a different reason
for discontent than the war issue, although in some senses
these problems are also linked. Dividing this paragraph up into
relevant sections would have made the argument stronger as
would good introduction and concluding sentences.
A better conclusion drawing all these elements together would
also have improved the answer and increased the grade.

19

© OCR 2017

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 2
How significant were the French wars in leading to discontent with Henry III’s rule up to 1232?
[20]

		

Level 2 answer – 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This mark is near the bottom of Level 2 and the annotations
reflect the fact that the answer is mostly a list of events, with little
attempt to evaluate them or analyse them or to provide context.
While there is some knowledge shown of de Montfort’s career,
much of that knowledge is quite general in nature and is used
to tell a chronological story rather than to analyse de Montfort’s
actions and personality and to put them in the context of the
actions of other such as Henry III or Prince Edward. In the final
paragraphs there is reference to de Montfort failing to please
the barons, but there is no development of this in the rest of the
answer.
The question asks “How far” was de Montfort responsible for
his failure to hold on to power and to answer this requires the
candidate to compare de Montfort’s actions with those of others.
This element is lacking from this answer; the actions of others
are only hinted at and not developed.
The candidate has displayed a common feature of weak answers;
they provide information (albeit not detailed) and a narrative
but do not use it to analyse or evaluate. Had they done so, the
knowledge that they do display could have been used to much
greater effect and resulted perhaps in a passing grade.
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Question 3
How far was Simon de Montfort responsible for his failure to hold on to power between 1263 and 1265?		
		
[30]

Level 6 answer – 17 marks

Examiner commentary
There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the
answer. A clear line of reasoning, very clearly set out in the
introductory paragraph, is evident, supported by accurate
knowledge and understanding that is often analysed in relation
to the question (for example, on the recruitment of troops,
‘Arguably, this was a key factor in victory’). There is some
explanation, as opposed to analysis, but points are in general
linked not only to the question but also to the argument, as
represented by the line of reasoning: ‘but it could be seen
instead that this was William’s successful preparation of having
men on the other side of the Channel’; ‘William’s successful
leadership was seen in his preparation for invasion, as well as his
effective military leadership in the Battle’; ‘William’s leadership
was crucial in taking advantage of Harold’s weakness’. At times,

the analysis is strong (‘This may show a significant factor in
preparation, but it can be argued that this stemmed from
William’s good leadership’ and explicit (‘Successful leadership
was shown by William as he was quickly able to gather troops
and make his presence known’). The answer includes frequent
judgements relating each factor to the line of reasoning and the
question; it concludes with a clear judgement that is entirely
consistent with what comes before. It is this clear and consistent
focus, as well as the attention given to analysis (as opposed
to explanation), that locates the answer in Level 6. In terms of
content, the answer is perhaps a little narrow. It is because more
might have been said about each factor that it is positioned
slightly lower in the level.
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Examiner commentary
There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the
answer. A clear line of reasoning, very clearly set out in the
introductory paragraph, is evident, supported by accurate
knowledge and understanding that is often analysed in relation
to the question (for example, on the recruitment of troops,
‘Arguably, this was a key factor in victory’). There is some
explanation, as opposed to analysis, but points are in general
linked not only to the question but also to the argument, as
represented by the line of reasoning: ‘but it could be seen
instead that this was William’s successful preparation of having
men on the other side of the Channel’; ‘William’s successful
leadership was seen in his preparation for invasion, as well as his
effective military leadership in the Battle’; ‘William’s leadership
was crucial in taking advantage of Harold’s weakness’. At times,

the analysis is strong (‘This may show a significant factor in
preparation, but it can be argued that this stemmed from
William’s good leadership’ and explicit (‘Successful leadership
was shown by William as he was quickly able to gather troops
and make his presence known’). The answer includes frequent
judgements relating each factor to the line of reasoning and the
question; it concludes with a clear judgement that is entirely
consistent with what comes before. It is this clear and consistent
focus, as well as the attention given to analysis (as opposed
to explanation), that locates the answer in Level 6. In terms of
content, the answer is perhaps a little narrow. It is because more
might have been said about each factor that it is positioned
slightly lower in the level.
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Examiner commentary
This essays starts off very well with the various factors laid out
clearly in the introduction.

activities before the battle and his success in undermining de
Montfort’s power base. A few references to particular people
and what they did would help here to present a well developed
judgement.

The first paragraph, which deals with de Montfort’s personal
behaviour, explains this well and does analyse the effect of his
actions. There is a judgement at the end of the paragraph which
could have been better developed by explaining the de Clare
element.

The final paragraph is missing a firm judgement. The first
sentence heads in the direction, but backs off. Using some of the
judgements made at the ends of the paragraphs to inform the
conclusion would have helped.

The second paragraph contains good EXP and some analysis
of how de Montfort’s treatment of the king and Prince Edward
affected his support, but the Bigod reference could have been
better developed.
The two paragraphs about Prince Edward contain some simple
material about Edward’s military skill, but lacks depth about what
this skill really meant; perhaps more detail about his supporters
at the battle would help here to get a sense of Edward’s growing
strength. The final paragraph needs more about Edward’s
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