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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

Richard II 1377–1399

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the House of 
Commons was satisfied with the government of the early years of Richard II’s minority. [30]

Source A: A monk gives his account of the first Parliament of Richard II’s reign.

There were granted for the king’s use by church and clergy, two tenths payable that year on condition that 
the king should not burden the people with other demands for his subjects’ money, but should live of his 
own and continue his war. Because, in any case it was alleged, his own royal resources were sufficient both 
to maintain the king’s household and to continue the war, if suitable ministers managed them.

Thomas of Walsingham, St Alban’s Chronicle, written before 1422

Source B: The Parliamentary records explain events in 1377.

The commons request that the king’s council be enlarged by eight sufficient persons of differing ranks and 
status, to be continually in attendance as members of the council with the officers…on the business of the 
king and realm while our lord is of such tender years. No major or costly business shall be done or discussed 
without the assent and advice of them all and all lesser business by the assent and advice of at least four of 
them as the case requires. Four shall continually remain in the king’s council. Humbly beseeching, that…
now in this parliament the eight councillors be elected from the most suitable persons of the realm and 
those who are best informed and who can, and will, work hardest and take pains to amend the evils and 
perils which were mentioned.

The Parliament Rolls of Medieval England for 1377

Source C: A monk at Gloucester gives an account of the Parliament held in 1378.

On November 17 everything concerning the government of the realm was successfully and without 
disagreement…happily arranged and all went to their homes rejoicing….No tax was imposed on the 
common people – happy to relate – nor were ecclesiastical men oppressed by any payment of tenths: 
but only the merchants, by common consent, supplied an aid for the king’s war, on behalf of the whole 
kingdom, because they were rich.

History and Charters of the monastery of St Peter, Gloucester, written in 1378

Source D: The Speaker of the House of Commons replies to a government statement about financial 
problems.

He said that it seemed to the commons that if their liege lord were well and reasonably governed in respect 
of his expenses, both inside the realm and without, he would now have no need of their aid by burdening 
the commons because they were too poor…He asked that in parliament there should be elected and 
chosen the five principal officers, from the most capable men in the realm…And the commons wished to 
be told the names of those chosen during this present parliament.

The Parliament Rolls of Medieval England for 1380
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Level 6 answer – 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer provides a well-structured response to the question, 
but it falls down in its use of provenance to evaluate the sources. 
Had provenance been evaluated for each of the sources, 
the answer would have received a higher mark. The use of 
knowledge is excellent and the answer shows a good range of 
knowledge also. Use of knowledge of parliamentary documents 
to supply comments about provenance would have made an 
even stronger answer.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the House of 
Commons was satisfied with the government of the early years of Richard II’s minority. [30]

Level 3 answer – 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The major problem with this answer is that it does not provide 
good knowledge for context and it also does not offer much 
in the way of provenance. There is explanation of the sources’ 
contents, but limited attempts to explain with usefulness in the 
wider historical context.

The first substantive paragraph is the best of the answer and 
does provide some context with its reference to foreign policy 
and the polls taxes, but while it discusses sources A and D, there 
is substantive provenance only for Source A. The description of 
Source D as a government statement is cursory and does not 
take into account the circumstances under which parliamentary 
rolls were created.

The paragraph discussing Source B does not use contextual 
knowledge to evaluate and the provenance is limited to a 
simple statement that parliamentary rolls are representative of 
the commons’ views. Better understanding about how official 
records were created and by whom would enable candidates 
to assess them more fully. The general introduction to the 
Parliament Rolls project of recent years could be a useful guide 
for students. 

The paragraph discussing Source C contains only a simple and 
general contextual comment and once again, provenance is 
very general and does not appreciate that the parliamentary 
session itself was in Gloucester. 

The candidate clearly has the ability to understand what the 
sources are saying and can partially evaluate them as statements, 
but the reason for the lower mark was the lack of substantive 
contextual knowledge and provenance which would have 
allowed a fuller evaluation of their usefulness.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the House of 
Commons was satisfied with the government of the early years of Richard II’s minority. [30]

Level 2 answer – 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer is one where the candidate appears to have some 
general knowledge of the period and the issues, but the way 
in which this is expressed is in general statements not well 
connected to the sources or specific evidence/knowledge. 

The answer itself is not well structured and moves from source 
to source in a way which is difficult to follow at times. In the 
first paragraph after the introduction the answer does connect 
Source A with Source C in a logical way at first, but does not 
follow up the connection. Instead it makes general comments 
about Richard’s relationship with the writer of Source C which 
are not clearly evidenced. The inclusion of Source D in the 
paragraph where the main discussion is about financial issues, 
weaken the essay’s argument further.

The next paragraph is more of a collection of general comments 
about Richard’s councils than an evaluation of the source’s 
usefulness to support the view of the Commons’ satisfaction or 
otherwise.

The next paragraph is slightly better and does attempt to explain 
the provenance of Source D, although this is not done is a very 
structured or organised manner. The link to Source A is weak as is 
the candidate’s attempt to discuss the latter’s provenance.

The final paragraph does attempt to bring together the 
strengths and weaknesses of the source, but again lacks depth 
of evidence and contextual knowledge. 

The candidate appears to have the knowledge to provide 
a better answer but has not organised and developed their 
evidence well enough to convey this knowledge in a useful way. 
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Question 2

‘Lollardy arose from discontent with the Church.’ Assess this view. [20]

Level 2 answer – 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This essay begins quite well and in the first paragraph after the 
introduction outlines in straightforward terms some of the issues 
which Lollardy had with the Church.

The rest of the answer is very weak and is mostly a description 
of some events that occurred around Lollardy in the period. It is 
more on the topic than on the question. There is little attempt 
to link the description with the question, and while there is 
some knowledge displayed, it is not well used to analyse the 
relative factors. The conclusion is weak also and although it 
mentions the question, it does not provide sufficient analysis or 
judgement. Knowledge is not well used. 

The candidate displays knowledge of some of the issues and 
events concerning Lollards and Lollardy in the period, but is not 
able to link these in an effective way to the question. The limited 
judgements are not linked to the limited evidence.
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Question 3

Assess the reasons why the English found it hard to defeat the French in the Hundred Years’ War 
after 1429. [20]

Level 6 answer – 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
The main reason thing missing from this otherwise well-
structured answer is the lack of sustained judgements and 
consistent analysis throughout. The knowledge displayed is 
good and the relevant factors are discussed, but the mark 
scheme requires the candidate to “reach substantiated, 
developed and sustained judgements” (plural) in order to reach 
the highest part of the level. One way to achieve this would have 
been to make interim judgements at the end of each section 
which would have drawn the essay together and made the 
argument stronger. 
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Question 3

Assess the reasons why the English found it hard to defeat the French in the Hundred Years’ War 
after 1429. [20]

Level 4 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The main reason why this answer did not receive a higher mark 
is because of its lack of substantive analysis. It has a quite good 
range of evidence, but uses it to explain rather than evaluate and 
analyse the reasons why the English found it difficult to defeat 
the French. It also does not draw together the knowledge in the 
essay to form a judgement.

For example, in the first paragraph after the introduction the 
candidate provides a chronology of the problems experienced 
by the English, but it is more description than analysis. The next 
paragraph begins by mentioning the improvement in French 
leadership, but does not address and analyse this. The rest of 
the paragraph again is more descriptive than analytical. The 
information used is accurate, but is not used to evaluate the 
reasons why England failed.

The paragraph which deals with the financial difficulties is 
better and is framed more as explanation than illustration, but 
it fails to take the opportunity to make a judgement about 
the contribution of financial difficulties to English failure. The 
beginning of the next paragraph suggests a judgement, but 
then move quickly on to Troyes. 

The short concluding paragraph makes a brief attempt to weigh 
up the factors, but is too cursory. A good concluding paragraph 
which did bring together the elements and evidence in the 
body of the essay could have resulted in a higher mark.
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