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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

Wars of the Roses 1445–1461

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

1 Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Richard, 
Duke of York was responsible for his own downfall.  [30]

Source A: An account written in England for the Duke of Burgundy on the events of 1455.

The Duke of York said he had by no means come against the King and was always ready to do him 
obedience, but he intended in all ways to have the traitors who were with the King so that they could be 
punished, and that if he could not have them by friendly and voluntary means he intended to have them 
in any event by force. Reply was made on the King’s behalf that he did not have any traitors near him 
except the Duke of York himself who had risen against the crown. But before this reply came to the Duke 
of York a skirmish had already started between the men of both sides … .

The Dijon Relation, 1455

Source B: An extract from the Act of Accord of October 24, 1460.

It is accorded, appointed and agreed, that the said Richard, Duke of York be entitled, called and reputed 
from henceforth, very and rightful heir to the Crowns, Royal Estate, Dignity and Lordship above said; and 
after the death of the said Henry, the said Duke and his heirs, shall immediately succeed to the Crowns, 
Royal Estate, Dignity and Lordship.

The Act of Accord, 1460

Source C: An account of the Battle of Wakefield in December, 1460.

On December 21 the Duke of York and Earl of Salisbury came to Sandal Castle where they spent 
Christmas, the Duke of Somerset and the Earl of Northumberland with the opposite party lying 
meanwhile at Pontefract. King Henry with the Earl of Warwick spent Christmas at St Paul’s and Edward, 
Earl of March, spent Christmas at Shrewsbury. On December 29 at Wakefield when the Duke of York’s men 
were roaming through the countryside for victuals, a horrible battle took place between them and the 
Duke of Somerset, Earl of Northumberland and Lord Neville with a great army; and there were killed in 
the field the Duke of York, Thomas Neville, son of the Earl of Salisbury, Thomas Haryngtone, Thomas Parre, 
Edward Boucher and many other knights, squires and common soldiers to the number of 2000. After the 
battle Lord de Clyfforde killed Lord Edmund, the Earl of Rutland, son of the Duke of York, on the bridge 
at Wakefield as he fled. On the morrow at Pontefract the Bastard of Exeter killed the Earl of Salisbury and 
beheaded the body of the Duke of York, placing his head on a gateway in York and in contempt crowning 
it with a paper crown.

The Annals of William of Worcester, 1461

Source D: An account of the actions of Edward, Earl of March in early 1461.

Edward, Earl of March, the Duke of York’s son and heir, had a great victory at Mortimer’s Cross in Wales 
the 2nd day of February next following, and there he put to flight the Earl of Pembroke and the Earl of 
Wiltshire. And there he took and slew knights and squires and others to the number of 3000. And in that 
conflict Owen Tudor was taken and beheaded at the market place, and his head was set on the highest 
pinnacle of the market cross … over the Earl of March his men saw three suns shining.

Gregory’s Chronicle, 1461
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Level 6 answer – 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph endeavours to group the sources 
according to their view about York’s responsibility for his own 
downfall. The response attempts to start with the strongest 
source that opposes the view it was York’s fault and examines 
Source C. The source is explained in relation to the question and 
then knowledge applied to challenge the view offered, but the 
response goes on to a balanced discussion by arguing that there 
were also factors that suggest York was not to blame. There is a 
sound discussion of the provenance in relation to the question 
and the source is thoroughly evaluated. The response then 
discusses source D and explains it in relation to the question, 
making particular note of the significance of the three suns. 
Although it does not use the source to support the view that 
York was to blame as his son was soon able to gain the throne 

after his father’s death, suggesting a weakness on York’s part, 
there is still a thorough evaluation, with further discussion of 
the provenance and its impact on the validity. Source B is also 
thoroughly explained and evaluated, with knowledge again 
used to test the view offered. The provenance is also discussed, 
albeit somewhat briefly. The evaluation of source A is also quite 
thorough and knowledge about York’s behaviour is used to 
support the argument. The provenance is also well explained 
and contextual knowledge is used to explain why the source 
might be seen as offering a reliable view. The overall judgement 
follows from the main body of the answer and is focused on the 
sources and their view. The developed use of knowledge and 
provenance, along with the judgement ensure that the answer 
reaches Level 6. 
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Richard, 
Duke of York was responsible for his own downfall.  
 [30]

Level 4 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph gives a brief overview of the sources 
in relation to the question. Source B is explained and some 
limited use of knowledge is applied to support the view offered. 
However, some of the comments are rather superficial and 
simplistic and not fully developed. There is some explanation of 
source with discussion of its provenance, again this is not well 
developed and the knowledge applied to the source is again 
quite general. Source C, it is argued, puts forward the view that 
York may be considered to blame as he was defeated militarily 

at Wakefield and again some knowledge is used to test the 
view offered. The treatment of A is rather brief and points are 
not fully explained and developed. The response makes some 
useful points about D, noting that it might be York’s military 
failings that led to his downfall, given the recovery made under 
his son. The conclusion does reach a judgement, which has 
some support. The response is placed in Level 4 because there is 
some evaluation using contextual knowledge, but provenance is 
hardly considered and this prevents it from going higher.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Richard, 
Duke of York was responsible for his own downfall.  
 [30]

Level 2 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph makes no reference to the sources 
and gives the impression that they will play a minor role in the 
response, although they should provide the focus. The response 
largely describes the content of Source A, with only the briefest 
of use of contextual knowledge. Phrases such as ‘tells us’ give 
the clear impression that the source is simply being described 
in relation to the question. There is a very brief explanation of 
Source B and an assertion that it is reliable. Source C is then 
described with a limited explanation as to why it might or might 
not be considered reliable, but the response struggles to link the 
material to the question. The response also fails to understand 
how Source D might be used to address the question and 

instead argues that it is not relevant because it is after York’s 
death and is unable to make inferences from this. As with Source 
C, there is an assertion that it is reliable, but again no evidence is 
provided for the claim. There is an attempt to reach a judgement 
in the conclusion, but the claims are largely unsupported, both 
in the final paragraph and the main body of the essay. The 
answer is limited in its explanation of the sources and attempts 
to use any contextual knowledge or consider the provenance 
are basic, with evaluation being at best general. The analysis 
of the sources is also very general and these two features are 
characteristic of Level 2, where the answer has been placed.
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Question 2

‘Richard III lost his throne because of his own mistakes.’ How far do you agree?
 [20]

Level 5 answer – 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a balanced view as to whether Richard was 
responsible for his own downfall, outlining some of the issues 
that could be used to suggest he was, but also suggesting that 
there were other factors. The favouritism shown to northern 
magnates is explained and linked to his defeat at Bosworth. 
There is a balanced discussion of the role of the nobility, 
illustrated with reference to Buckingham. The question of 
the role of Henry Tudor is discussed, although some of the 
discussion is quite simplistic. The issue of bad luck or misfortune 
is considered and there is more support provided and there is 
some attempt at balance. The conclusion reaches a judgement, 
which has some support and does follow from the main body of 
the essay and this helps the answer reach Level 5.
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Question 3

How successful was Henry VII in his treatment of the nobility?
 [20]

Level 6 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a view and raises a number 
of issues that set the question in context. The response does 
not simply describe the methods used by Henry, but analyses 
their success and then uses examples to support the claim 
made, as seen with the instance of patronage and rewards. 
The comparison made with the reign of Edward IV, although 
not a requirement, adds weight to the argument. An interim 
judgement about the use of patronage is also made. The 
argument is balanced, with its consideration of noble support 
for Pretenders, which is backed up with precise examples. The 
discussion of the use of punishments is also quite detailed with 
supporting examples again used to back up the argument. 
This leads to a conclusion, which is based on the argument in 
the main body of the response. The answer remains focused 
and there is consistent analysis and a series of supported 
judgements, taking the response into Level 6. 
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Question 3

How successful was Henry VII in his treatment of the nobility?
 [20]

Level 3 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a limited view about the issue in the 
question. The issue of bonds and recognisances is described and 
there is no evidence provided to support the claim that they 
were successful. Similarly the question of titles is also described 
and it is claimed that this made England more vulnerable to 
attack, although this is not shown. There is a general assertion 
that Henry enforced laws, but again no evidence is provided. The 
conclusion does little to add to the response. There is a limited 
attempt to argue that it was a success, but this is not developed 
and explanation is weak, but there is some and therefore it does 
just enough to reach Level 3. 
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