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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

Mid Tudor Crises 1547–1558

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the attempt 
to exclude Mary Tudor from the throne in 1553 was a serious threat to the Tudor dynasty. [30]

Source A: The Privy Council reject Mary’s claim to the throne.

Our answer is to inform you that our said Sovereign Lady Jane is after the death of King Edward VI in 
possession of the imperial crown of this realm, not only by good order of old laws of this realm, but also 
by your late King’s open letters signed with his own hand and sealed with the great seal of England in the 
presence of many nobles, councilors and judges. For many acts of parliament have made you illegitimate 
and unable to inherit the imperial crown of this realm.

The Privy Council, letter to Mary Tudor, 9 July 1553

Source B: An anonymous writer recounts the reaction to the proclamation of Jane Grey as Queen.

After King Edward’s death the Council proclaimed Lady Jane as queen. But, partly because of the right of 
Mary’s title and partly because of the malice that the people bore to the Duke of Northumberland for the 
death of the Duke of Somerset and his other cruelty, the majority of the commons with some nobles sided 
with Lady Mary, who proclaimed herself queen.

From an anonymous account of events which John Foxe later used as a source for  
‘Acts and Monuments’ in the mid 1550s

Source C: 

Sorrowfully, from Greenwich I did straight depart 
To London, to a house which bore our name. 
My brothers guessed by my heavy heart 
The King was dead, and I confessed the same: 
The covering up of his death I did report, 
Their meaning to proclaim Queen Jane I told. 
And, though I did not like the religion, [Roman Catholicism] 
In my mind that wicked motion 
to displace right heirs I did detest. 
Causeless to proffer any injury 
I meant it not, but sought for remedy.

Poetical autobiography of Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, written before 1571

Source D: A writer describes events after the proclamation of Jane Grey as Queen.

The Duke of Northumberland set out from London. Meanwhile, Mary withdrew into Norfolk and Suffolk 
where she understood the Duke’s name to be much hated for subduing the rebels under King Edward. 
Gathering to her such aid of the commons as she might, she stayed within Framlingham Castle. The first to 
resort to her were the Suffolk men who, being always forward in promoting the proceedings of the gospel, 
promised her their aid provided she would promise them no innovations would be made in religion. She 
agreed.

John Foxe, Acts and Monuments, vol VI, written in the mid 1550s
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Level 6 answer – 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response goes straight into consideration of the sources and 
does not provide an overview of them in relation to the actual 
question set. Source A is thoroughly explained in relation to the 
question and the response argues that the content suggests it 
was a threat. However, this is balanced against the provenance 
of the source and contextual knowledge is well used to support 
this, allowing a balanced judgement about the source to 
be reached. Source B is similarly explained in relation to the 
question and precise contextual knowledge is used to support 
the argument. However, the provenance of the source is less 
well analysed and the response appears to suggest that it was 
written by Foxe rather than used by him and this will prevent 
the response from reaching the very top of Level 6. Source C is 

also thoroughly explained and contextual knowledge is used 
to support the argument. Provenance is also considered and 
explained in relation to the question. As with the other sources, 
Source D is explained, contextual knowledge used and the 
provenance discussed. The overall judgement is well developed 
and is based on the sources. The response reaches Level 6 
because there is explanation and analysis of all the sources and 
both contextual knowledge and provenance of all the sources 
are considered, although the provenance of B is somewhat 
confused, and there is a judgement based on the sources. It 
does not reach the very top because of the limitation seen in 
discussing the provenance of source B.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the attempt 
to exclude Mary Tudor from the throne in 1553 was a serious threat to the Tudor dynasty. [30]

Level 6 answer – 26 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response provides a brief overview of the sources in 
relation to the question in the opening paragraph. Source A 
is analysed in relation to the question and the provenance is 
then considered and contextual knowledge used to reach a 
limited judgement about the source. Source B is also explained 
in relation to the question and contextual knowledge used to 
support the analysis. The provenance is considered and the 
answer is aware that it is an anonymous account, but this could 
have been further developed. Source C is explained and there 
is some discussion of the provenance, but as with B this could 
have been further developed and there is some confusion about 
Throckmorton and a later plot with the same name. Source D 
is explained, contextual knowledge about Northumberland’s 
reaction to Kett’s Rebellion used and the provenance discussed. 

This leads to a brief overall judgement. The response is on the 
cusp of Level 5/6 but was placed at the bottom of Level 6 - the 
analysis was strong and there was consideration of provenance 
and use of contextual knowledge throughout, even if it was not 
always fully developed. In order to go higher in the level this 
would need to be developed and the overall judgement would 
need to be stronger.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the attempt 
to exclude Mary Tudor from the throne in 1553 was a serious threat to the Tudor dynasty. [30]

Level 5 answer – 21 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does not focus on the actual sources 
but instead raises some of the issues associated with the crisis 
of 1553. If responses in this section are to have an introductory 
paragraph it would be better to provide an overview of the 
sources and their view about the issue in the question as this 
is a source based element. Source A is explained and although 
there is some description of the source, it is brief, and the 
response returns to explanation, considering the provenance 
and evaluating using contextual knowledge. However, the 
response does not reach a judgement about the source. Source 
B begins with description, but some knowledge is used to 
assess the content of the source. There is a brief reference to the 
provenance but this is not developed. In contrast to Source A, 
the treatment of B is somewhat superficial. Source C is treated 
in a little more depth; there is awareness of the provenance 
and good analysis of the content. Source D is well developed 
and there is some good use of contextual knowledge to judge 
the content. The overall judgement is quite strong and helps 
to take the answer into Level 5. The response however remains 
at the bottom of Level 5 because the treatment of the sources 
is uneven, with B, in particular, being handled somewhat 
superficially. This would need to be developed and greater 
consideration given to provenance of B, C and D if the response 
was to go higher. 
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the attempt 
to exclude Mary Tudor from the throne in 1553 was a serious threat to the Tudor dynasty. [30]

Level 2 answer – 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts by considering Source A and although 
there is some awareness of the context, the knowledge is 
not really used to evaluate the source and the consideration 
of provenance is rather speculative and does not really use 
knowledge to explain the purpose or circumstances, resulting 
in some simplistic comments. In discussing Sources B and C, the 
answer becomes confused, suggesting that they support the 
view the exclusion of Mary was a serious threat. The answer then 
becomes more confused as it goes on to suggest that there 
was support for Mary because of her legitimacy, which does 
not support the earlier claim that the attempt to exclude her 
was serious. The response does not use contextual knowledge 
to assess the sources. The comment about Northumberland’s 
involvement and attempts to discuss the provenance of B are 
also simplistic. The line of reasoning has become very unclear 
and attempts at argument are confused. As with Sources B 
and C, it is unclear why D suggests the attempts to exclude 
Mary were a threat. The response then returns to argue that 
the attempts to exclude Mary were not a threat because of the 
support she received, further adding to the confused argument. 
The response does not make a judgement about the view 
of the sources. The response has only a limited focus on the 
question. It is very confused in its line of reasoning, unclear as to 
whether the sources support or challenge the statement. The 
use of contextual knowledge is very general and discussion of 
provenance is simplistic. In order to reach a higher level there 
would need to be a much clearer line of reasoning and far better 
understanding of what the sources are actually saying about the 
issue in the question.
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Question 2

Elizabethan England

Assess the impact of the issues of marriage and succession on domestic affairs in the period from1558 to 
1603. [20]

Level 6 answer – 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph outlines a number of ways in which 
the marriage and succession impacted on domestic affairs. 
These issues are then thoroughly examined in the main body of 
the essay. There is consistent analysis and the argument is well 
supported by precise and detailed knowledge, which is relevant 
to the actual question. The argument is balanced and there is 
a series of interim judgements about each issue discussed. The 
range of knowledge used is of the highest level and shows that 
the response is in command of the topic and in the time allowed 
it would be unreasonable to expect that there would be further 
development of the points. The consistent analytical focus and 
strong sense of judgement means the response reaches the top 
of Level 6. 
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Assess the impact of the issues of marriage and succession on domestic affairs in the period from1558 to 
1603. [20]

Level 5 answer – 16 marks

Question 2
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph shows an awareness of some of the 
issues associated marriage and succession and the response 
offers a view about their impact. The impact of Mary Queen of 
Scots is discussed in some detail and there is some solid analysis 
which is reasonably well supported, leading to a limited interim 
judgement. The marriage question is also thoroughly analysed 
and the reference to Stubbs shows a good understanding of 
the material. A judgement is reached but as with the section 
on Mary, it would benefit from greater development. The final 
paragraph on the later years of her reign is less convincing and 
does not contain the depth of analysis or support seen in the 
previous paragraphs. The overall judgement is also not well 
developed and this, along with the final paragraph, prevent the 
answer from being placed in Level 6. 
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Assess the impact of the issues of marriage and succession on domestic affairs in the period from1558 to 
1603. [20]

Level 5 answer – 13 marks

Question 2
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view but it is not developed 
and is made less convincing by the error over the date of 1608. 
The first main paragraph is quite limited and the knowledge 
used to try and develop the argument is very general. The 
response tends to become a list of problems caused by the 
issues of marriage and succession, which are then explained. 
There is some argument about the religious issue, but again the 
level of support is rather limited. However, there is an attempt to 
balance the argument by considering the last years of her reign, 
but again the knowledge used is not thoroughly developed or 
detailed. There is a judgement, but as with the rest of the essay 
it is not developed. As a result of the judgement the answer 
does reach Level 5, some issues have been explained and there 
is some support, but all of these would need much greater 
development if the answer was to go higher. 
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‘The cost of war was the most important cause of Elizabeth’s financial problems.’ How far do you agree?  
  [20]

Level 3 answer – 9 marks

Question 3
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does outline a problem caused by war 
that Elizabeth inherited, however there is no clear view offered as 
to whether it was the most serious financial problem, although 
it does appear to be implied. The next paragraph does suggest 
that it was a significant problem, but the argument is limited 
and the supporting detail also quite thin. There is some attempt 
to consider the issue of inflation, but there is description and 
drift towards its impact on social issues, which is not the focus 
of the question. Discussion of Elizabeth’s attempts to exploit 
her sources of income are also limited and generalized. There 
is an attempt at a judgement, but this is far from convincing 
and lacks support so is more of an assertion. The answer does 
attempt to explain some of the causes of the financial problems 
that Elizabeth faced, but there is no real attempt to assess their 
importance. In order to reach the next level the response would 
need much greater support and the analysis would need to be 
stronger. 
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