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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1
The Execution of Charles I and the Interregnum 1646–1660
Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.
1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the 		
attitude of Charles I was the main reason for the failure to achieve a settlement in the period 		
1646–1649.
[30]

Source A: The King, in the custody of the Scottish army at Newcastle, writes to his wife.
I July: Today I received a copy of the propositions from London. I cannot consent to them without loss
of conscience, crown and honour, but I must delay my answer, as a flat denial will put me in a difficult
position.
31 August: It is now rumoured that Parliament means to do their work without taking any more notice of
me. If we can use this time to persuade France and my other friends to support my restoration to power,
then all is not lost.
Charles I, letters, 1646
Source B: A Scottish Presbyterian comments on the army’s march to London.
Matters in London are now extremely desperate. The cowardice of the city of London and Parliament has
allowed fourteen thousand soldiers to make themselves masters of the king, parliament and city, and
thus of all England; so that now the disgraced Parliament is just a committee to act at the army’s pleasure.
No hope remains for us but in the king’s unmatched folly and the army’s great pride. I know the people
of England are weary of the parliament, and hate the religious sects; on the other side, the king is much
pitied and supported, so if the army do not give him satisfaction, he will overthrow them.
Robert Baillie, letter to a friend, 13 July 1647
Source C: The Scottish army writes to Londoners.
Fellow subjects, consider how the case stands between his Majesty and you. Is not his case your case too?
Have not you and he both been deceived and oppressed? Is he not deprived of his crown, and are you
not deprived of your liberties and lands? Is it not obvious that his prerogative and your freedom must
fall together? And is not a speedy political settlement the only way to preserve them? And is there any
probability of a political settlement until his Majesty is restored to his throne?
An Allarme to the City of London by the Scotch Army, 29 August 1648
Source D: An envoy recalls Charles I’s attitude to negotiations.
I informed his Majesty that many agitators feared Cromwell was untrustworthy, while Cromwell saw
himself as falsely accused of sinister intentions and protested that his heart was sincere. Cromwell
considered the King had saved the Independents from ruin by not consenting to the Scots’ propositions
at Newcastle. The Presbyterian party and the City of London opposed the army to death. Hearing all this,
the King responded to the Army’s proposals very bitterly. The King was convinced that they could do
nothing without his consent.
Sir John Berkeley, Memoirs, written during the reign of Charles II 1660–1685
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph provides an overview of the four sources
in relation to the question, with some grouping of those that
agree with the statement in the question. Source A is explained
in relation to the question and precise knowledge about the
Newcastle Propositions is used to support the argument. The
response also considers the issue of provenance, which is
developed and supported by further use of own knowledge,
allowing a judgement to be reached in relation to the actual
question. A similar approach is seen in the handling of Source
D, where there is thorough explanation, consideration of
provenance and the use of detailed knowledge about Leveller
activity to evaluate the source. However, in this instance the
response does not link all of this together to reach a judgement
about the source in relation to the question. Similar treatment
of Source B is seen with thorough explanation and analysis and
sound analysis of the provenance. Once again this is repeated
with Source C, where knowledge is also applied. This allows
a supported judgement about the sources to be reached in
the final paragraph. The answer therefore shows good use
of knowledge, which at times is detailed, and gives a clear
explanation of the provenance and its impact. To go higher
in the level, the response would need to see some clearer
judgements about each of the sources.

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67046574&PageCount=16&CanNum=3073&pbc=&URL=&St… 10/19

10

© OCR 2017

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 1
Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the attitude
of Charles I was the main reason for the failure to achieve a settlement in the period 1646–1649.
[30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers an overall view of the sources, but there
is no specific reference to any of the individual sources or
grouping to support the claim. The response works its way
through the sources from A to D, which is perfectly acceptable
as there is no requirement to group or approach the sources
in a particular order. In considering Source A, the response
does consider the provenance and applies some knowledge
to the source before reaching a judgement about it in relation
to the question. A similar approach is seen in handling both
Sources B and C, with provenance, explanation of the source
and the application of knowledge before reaching a judgement
about the source being considered in relation to the question.
In dealing with Source D, the issues of its provenance are
only touched upon, but there is some explanation and use of
knowledge to evaluate it.

The final paragraph does reach an overall judgement of the
sources in relation to the question. The response is placed in
Level 5 because for each of the sources there is some, albeit
limited for D, consideration of provenance, application of
knowledge and judgement. In order to reach Level 6, the depth
of knowledge used would need to be developed, and in some
instances so would the provenance.

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67164411&PageCount=12&CanNum=3359&pbc=&URL=&Str…

14

7/15

© OCR 2017

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 1
Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the attitude
of Charles I was the main reason for the failure to achieve a settlement in the period 1646–1649.
[30]
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Examiner commentary
There is sound explanation of the provenance of Source A, which
is developed using contextual knowledge. The source is well
explained and knowledge about Charles’ belief in divine right is
used to support the argument. Source B is also explained, but
the knowledge demonstrated is quite general and the issue of
provenance is not really considered. The response also explains
Source C; some of the explanation is quite limited though there
is an awareness of the importance of the second civil war. Source
D is poorly handled and is covered only in note from, although
the material is relevant. The thorough explanation and the use of
some knowledge and limited provenance take the answer from
L3, which would be for an answer that was largely based on just
explanation, into Level 4. The lack of provenance prevents it from
going any higher.
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Question 1
Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the attitude
of Charles I was the main reason for the failure to achieve a settlement in the period 1646–1649.
[30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph is focused and provides an overview of
The response was placed in Level 3 because many of the issues
the sources and their view about the issue in the question. The
are not fully developed, particularly with regard to provenance
answer begins by considering Source A. The response does use
and Source C is treated so superficially. If Source C had received
some
knowledge
to
help
explain
the
view
of
the
source,
but
the
similar treatment to the other sources the response would 7/15
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67047133&PageCount=12&CanNum=640&pbc=&URL=&Stru…
treatment of the provenance of the source is very superficial and
have reached Level 4 and with further development and use of
there is a very limited link back to the question. The opening
knowledge and provenance would have gone higher.
comment about Source D is not clear. The quality does improve
as the paragraph progresses and there is some consideration of
provenance. However at times it is quite basic and the response
fails to pick up on the fact that despite being during the reign
of Charles II, it is critical of his father. Source B makes sound use
of knowledge when considering the validity of the source, but
the comments about the provenance are not fully developed
and are quite simplistic. The treatment of C is very limited with
no use of knowledge to consider the context and very limited
use of provenance. A judgement is reached and some support is
provided, using the provenance.
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Question 1
Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the attitude
of Charles I was the main reason for the failure to achieve a settlement in the period 1646–1649.
[30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening attempts to provide an overview of the sources in
relation to the question. There is some attempt to explain the
sources in relation to the question, although this is not always
clear and some of the knowledge used is not always relevant
to the context of the source, as seen with A. The response also
attempts to explain Source B in relation to the question and
there is some limited and generalized knowledge used to try
and explain the view. There is some general explanation of C,
which the response attempts to link to Source D, but although
it states that it was not Charles’ fault, it does not really offer an
alternative. There is also some attempt to explain Source D in
relation to the question, but this is not developed. The overall
judgement is limited with reference only to Source A.

The answer largely explains the sources in relation to the
question, with no consideration of provenance and no real
knowledge is used and therefore it is placed in Level 3. In order
to reach Level 4, the response would need to develop the
explanation and make far greater use of knowledge to evaluate
the sources or show some consideration of the provenance of
the sources and how that might impact on the view they offer.
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‘Foreign policy was the main cause of disputes between James I and his parliaments.’ How far do you
agree?
[20]
8/2/2017
Print Script

Level 6 answer – 17 marks

8/2/2017

Print Script

27

© OCR 2017

A Level History A

8/2/2017

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67046574&PageCount=16&CanNum=3073&pbc=&URL=&St… 12/19

28

© OCR 2017

A Level History A

8/2/2017

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67046574&PageCount=16&CanNum=3073&pbc=&URL=&St… 13/19

29

© OCR 2017

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Examiner commentary
The opening establishes a clear view about the importance of
foreign policy in causing disputes and some support is provided,
however it does argue that finance was a greater issue. The role
of foreign policy in causing disputes between James and his
parliaments is thoroughly explained and there is evidence of
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67046574&PageCount=16&CanNum=3073&pbc=&URL=&St…
very detailed knowledge being used to support the argument.
The response considers a good range of foreign policy issues
and each is well explained in relation to the question. . The
answer is balanced, seen most notably in its discussion of
peace with Spain in 1604, but this is balanced by the question
of the Spanish Match. The answer is able to link these issues
to domestic problems and draw some comparison between
foreign policy issues and religious questions over the growth of
Arminianism, which is again supported by detailed knowledge,
allowing an interim judgement to be reached. Similarly, when
considering financial concerns, the supporting knowledge is
good, although perhaps a wider range of issues could have been
considered and there could have been a more developed link to
foreign policy and the issue of financing that. There is an overall
judgement, but this is not fully developed and would also have
benefited from further support. In order to go higher within
the level the answer would need to develop the comments
made about finance and make a greater comparison with
foreign policy. However the level of analysis (consistent) and the
supporting knowledge took the response to the lower end of
Level 6.
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Question 2
‘Foreign policy was the main cause of disputes between James I and his parliaments.’ How far do you
agree?
[20]
10/13/2017
Print Script
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a limited view as to the main cause of the
disputes. Foreign policy is explained and the issue of disputes
with parliament, over incidents such Raleigh and the Spanish
match, are discussed. The response then discusses the issue of
finance and a list of occasions on which finance was a cause of
conflict is examined. The final comment about it playing a larger
role than foreign policy is, however, little more than assertion.
Similarly, the religious disputes are also explained and there
is some supporting detail. The three main issues have been
reasonably explained, which would take the answer into Level
4, but the conclusion, although limited and mistakenly writing
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67501729&PageCount=12&CanNum=1019&pbc=&URL=&St…
‘parliament’ instead of foreign affairs, does have some attempted
judgement and limited link between factors. It is enough to
allow the response into the lower end of Level 5.
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Question 3
To what extent was Charles I responsible for the outbreak of civil war in 1642?
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a clear view about the issue in the
question and gives some hint as to why it thinks Charles was to
blame for the outbreak of the civil war. Charles’ role in bringing
about the civil war is explained and there is a clear argument
linking the material back to the question. The response considers
a good range of issues in relation to Charles’ culpability, but this
is then balanced by a consideration of the role of Parliament. As
with Charles, this is well supported with relevant and accurate
knowledge.

The response then looks at a range of other issues that might
be considered to have played a role, but these are not fully
developed. The final paragraph reaches a supported judgement,
although this could have been further developed. The level of
argument and supporting detail, as well as the judgement take
the response into Level 5, but to reach Level 6 all of these areas
would have needed further development.
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To what extent was Charles I responsible for the outbreak of civil war in 1642?
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Examiner commentary
The response appears to suggest that Charles was responsible
for the outbreak of civil war, but the latter part of the paragraph
makes the view less clear. The first part of the response sets
out and explains the case for Charles’ responsibility with some
supporting detail and allows a brief judgement about his
culpability to be reached. However, the response then goes
on to argue that Parliament should also take some blame and
provides detail to support this. The answer then looks at other
factors, such as the Irish rebellion and argues that they played a
role as well. However, in the conclusion there is some attempt to
move away from a list of reasons for the outbreak of civil war and
a judgement is reached, although it is not thoroughly developed
and therefore the answer does not go into Level 6. In order to
reach the top level the response would need to have a clearer
and better supported line of argument so that the reader was
left in no doubt as to responsibility.
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To what extent was Charles I responsible for the outbreak of civil war in 1642?
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Examiner commentary
The opening implies that Charles was to blame, although it also
recognises that there were some inherited problems but the
view could be a lot clearer. The essay lists a number of issues and
problems that Charles faced but these are not well explained in
relation to the question, with any knowledge used being quite
general. This quite general approach is seen in all the issues
that are discussed, with the level of support quite limited. The
answer does not consider whether any other issues or parties,
such as Parliament, might be seen as responsible and therefore
the answer is not balanced. It is the failure to explain other issues
and the lack of supporting detail for the role of Charles that
keeps the answer in Level 3. Without any consideration of other
issues the response would not reach Level 4 regardless of the
quality of the analysis as it would lack balance.
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