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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Section A – Question 1

Peel and the Age of Reform 1832–1853

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

1  Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the leadership of 
Feargus O’Connor did not inspire his fellow Chartists.  [30]

Source A: A young German socialist and poet, living in Bradford, reports on a Chartist meeting
he attended at which Feargus O’Connor was the speaker.

He made preparation to attack the enemy – the meeting noticed this and spurred him on by loud clapping – it 
was as a red rag to a bull. The voice took on a fuller sound, the sentences became shorter, the fist drummed more 
wildly against the rostrum, the face of the orator became pale, his limbs trembled, the cataract of his rage had 
flooded over the last barrier, and onwards thundered the floodtide of his eloquence, throwing down all before it. I 
do believe that the man would have talked himself to death if he had not been interrupted by an audience which 
shook the whole house and set it vibrating.

George Weerth, writing in a radical German newspaper, 1843–46
 

Source B: Writing to Friedrich Engels, a radical Chartist assesses O’Connor’s worth to the Chartist movement.

I must do O’C. the justice to say that he never interferes with what I write in the Northern Star. A popular chief 
should be possessed of a magnificent bodily appearance, an iron frame, eloquence, or at least a ready fluency of 
tongue. O’C. has them all – at least in degree. A popular leader should possess great animal courage, contempt 
of pain and death, and be not altogether ignorant of arms and military science. No Chartist leader has these 
qualifications. From my knowledge of all the men who figure in the Chartist movement, I am convinced that even in 
this respect, was O’C. thrown overboard, we might go further and fare worse.

George Harney, letter, 30 March 1846

Source C: A Chartist thinker, writing in his own journal, comments on the tactics of Feargus O’Connor.

Oddly, Feargus dragged millions to torch-light meetings and demonstrations at great sacrifice of time and money, 
and caused the ruin of thousands through imprisonment, loss of employment and transportation. It appears he 
only has to establish a ‘National Chartist Co-operative Land Society’ to ensure social happiness for all. Formerly, he 
taught us that social happiness was to proceed from political equality. Doubtless, when his land-bubble has burst, 
he will have some other new idea for us.

Bronterre O’Brien, National Reformer, May 1847

Source D: One of the founders of the Chartist movement explains his hostility to Feargus O’Connor.
I regard Feargus O’Connor as the man who did most to spoil our movement. He began his career by ridiculing our 
‘moral force’ as humbug. The Northern Star became an instrument for destroying everything intellectual and moral 
in our movement. By his constant appeals to the selfishness, vanity and animal instincts of men, he succeeded in 
calling up a spirit of hate, intolerance and brute feeling previously unknown among reformers. I will have nothing 
to do with such a man as he has done irreparable damage to our cause and because he is politically and morally 
dishonest.

William Lovett, The Life and Struggles of William Lovett, 1876
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the
leadership of Feargus O’Connor did not inspire his fellow Chartists. 
 [30]

Level 6 answer – 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
A brief overview of the sources is provided without mentioning 
the view of any specific source. The response starts by examining 
Source C, which is explained in relation to the question and 
contextual knowledge of the Plug riots is used to support the 
argument. This is developed further with reference to the Land 
Plan. The answer also considers the provenance of the source, 
which is developed using further contextual knowledge. Source 
D is then explained in relation to the question and detailed 
contextual knowledge is also applied to support the argument, 
before the provenance is also analysed and a judgement 
reached. The response then explains how Source B offers the 
counter-view and the provenance is fully explored. This is also 
continued in the treatment of Source A with clear explanation 
in relation to the question and good treatment of both the 
provenance and application of contextual knowledge. The 
conclusion is developed and reaches a clear judgement based 
on the sources and does follow from the argument in the main 
body of the response. The answer therefore is consistently 
analytical and focused, with strong evaluation of most of the 
sources using both contextual knowledge and the provenance 
and therefore reaches Level 6. In order to reach the very top of 
the Level there would need to be further evaluation, particularly 
of Source B. 
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the
leadership of Feargus O’Connor did not inspire his fellow Chartists. 
 [30]

Level 5 answer – 21 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph groups the sources according to their 
view about the issue in the question, although there is no 
requirement to do this. Source A is explained in relation to the 
question and the provenance of the source is considered, but 
there is little evidence of contextual knowledge being used to 
evaluate it. However, in dealing with Source B, it is explained and 
there is consideration of the provenance, but there is also some 
limited use of contextual knowledge. Source C is also thoroughly 
explained and there is a detailed discussion of its provenance, 
which is contrasted with the other sources and a judgement 
reached about the validity of the view it offers. Source D is also 
fully explained and some contextual knowledge is used and the 
provenance fully developed which is used to contrast D with the 
other sources in terms of validity.

The conclusion reaches judgement about the sources in relation 
to the question and this is further explained. The consistent 
focus and comparison of the sources, as well as the developed 
provenance ensure that this is a strong answer, but the lack of 
contextual knowledge prevents the response from going higher 
than the lower end of Level 5. There would need to be far greater 
use of contextual knowledge if it was to reach the higher mark 
range.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the
leadership of Feargus O’Connor did not inspire his fellow Chartists. 
 [30]

Level 2 answer – 10 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

A Level History A

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

17

A Level History A

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

18

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
The response begins by considering Source A. The comments 
are very general and simplistic with limited explanation and 
use of contextual knowledge. The treatment of Source C 
follows in a similar fashion with limited explanation and very 
general comments made about the source. There is some 
limited explanation of the view of Source D, but as with 
the other sources, this is not developed and no knowledge 
or consideration of provenance is evident. There is some 
description of the Chartist aims, but this is not used to evaluate 
but is deployed. Source B is treated in a very superficial manner, 
with only the briefest of comments and once again there is no 
use of context or consideration of provenance. There is some 
attempt in the conclusion to group the sources in terms of their 
views, but this is limited. As a result of the weak explanation of 
the sources and the very general comments, the answer was 
placed in Level 2. In order to reach Level 3, the evaluation would 
need to be less general and there would to be some greater 
development of the explanation.  
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Question 2

To what extent did Castlereagh uphold British interests overseas, 1812–1822? 
 [20]

Level 4 answer – 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a developed view about the issue 
and provides some support for the claim. The response fully 
examines the defeat of Napoleon and provides good supporting 
detail. There is also a good discussion of the Congress of Vienna 
which is supported, before the response moves on to consider 
the issue of Spanish colonies. The conclusion does not reach a 
clear judgement and rather lists the achievements. The answer 
has explained the successes but there is no real balance to the 
response which would allow a judgement to be reached and it 
is this and the narrow range of issues that prevents the answer 
from reaching Level 5.
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Question 2

To what extent did Castlereagh uphold British interests overseas, 1812–1822? 
 [20]

Level 2 answer – 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does suggest that Castlereagh did uphold British 
interests. However, the following comments about international 
relations are very generalized and superficial. The consideration 
of the issue of international relations is very weak and there is 
no real evidence provided to support the claims, resulting in the 
briefest of assertions. In discussing the Congress of Vienna the 
explanation is weak and once again supporting material is thin 
and unconvincing. There is some discussion of attitudes towards 
Russia, but as with the remainder of the essay this is very general 
and not linked to specific examples. The conclusion continues 
this very superficial approach and attempts at explanation are 
not really based on any substantiated evidence. The answer 
is therefore on the cusp of Level 2/3, but is placed in Level 2 
because of the real lack of support for claims made. 
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Question 3

‘Popular discontent, 1830–1832, was the main reason for the passage of the Reform Act of 1832.’ 
How far do you agree? 
 [20]

Level 6 answer – 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about the question and also 
mentions other issues that can be considered. The issue of 
popular discontent is considered and explained with detailed 
support from a range of examples to support the argument. 
This detailed support is sustained throughout the paragraph 
and the response shows a good range of relevant and accurate 
material which is well used and not simply imparted. The 
answer then considers the role of the Whigs, which is again well 
explained and supported by detailed knowledge. The role of 
Grey is balanced against the importance of the king and there 
is also discussion of the split within the Tory party. A judgement 
is reached, which is developed. The scope of the response, the 
consistent focus, analysis and supporting detail ensure that the 
response reaches Level 6. However, to reach the very top of the 
level there would need to a greater sense of interim judgements 
of the factors being discussed.
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