
Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Qualification
Accredited

www.ocr.org.uk/history

Y112/01 Britain 1900-51
Summer 2017 examination series
Version 1

H505
For first teaching in 2015

HISTORY A

A LEVEL

Exemplar Candidate Work

http://www.ocr.org.uk/history


Exemplar Candidate Work

2

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Contents
Introduction 3

Question 1: Level 6 answer - 27 marks 5

Commentary  8

Question 1: Level 4 answer - 17 marks  9

Commentary  14

Question 1: Level 3 answer - 14 marks 15

Commentary  18

Question 2: Level 3 answer - 9 marks 19

Commentary  22

Question 3: Level 6 answer - 20 marks 23

Commentary  27

Question 3: Level 3 answer - 13 marks 28

Commentary  32



Exemplar Candidate Work

3

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1
England and a New Century c.1900–1918 

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view thatrelations 
between the Government and the workforce were cordial during the First World War. [30]

Source A:  The Minister for Munitions appeals to workers and trade unions in Liverpool for their  
 support to increase the manufacture of munitions.

Many trade union regulations and practices, in particular those rules which make it difficult for unskilled 
men to claim the position and rights of skilled men, have to be suspended. Even if all the skilled engineers 
in this country and those at the Front were worked to the utmost limits of human endurance, you have 
not enough labour even then to produce all we are going to ask you to produce in the next few months. 
Therefore, we must appeal to the patriotism of the unions to relax these particular rules to enable us to turn 
out the necessary munitions of war to win a real and speedy triumph.

  David Lloyd George, speech, 14 June 1915

Source B:  A miners’ leader complains about the agreement between the government and trade   
 unions.

The chloroforming pill of patriotism is failing in its power to drug the mind and consciousness of the worker. 
The chains of slavery are being welded tighter upon us. The ruling classes are over-reaching themselves 
in their hurry to enslave us. Comrades, I appeal to you to rouse your unions to protect the liberties of its 
members. An industrial truce was entered into by our leaders behind our backs. Away with the industrial 
truce! We must not stand by and allow the workers to be exploited and our liberties taken away.

A. J. Cook, speech, April 1916

Source C:  Four of the 14 points, submitted by those who investigated a recent period of  
 industrial unrest, list the main complaints of the workers.

(1) High food prices in relation to wages.

(2) Restrictions of personal freedom and the effects of the Munitions of War Acts. Workmen have been tied 
to particular factories and have been unable to obtain wages in relation to their skill. In many cases, the 
skilled man’s wages is less than the wage of the unskilled.

(3) Lack of confidence in the Government. This is due to the surrender of Trade Union customs and the 
feeling that promises as regards their restoration will not be kept. 

(4) Delay in settlement of disputes. In some instances, 10 weeks have elapsed without a settlement, and 
after a strike has taken place, the matter has been put right within a few days.

Commission of Enquiry into Industrial Unrest, report, July 1917

Source D:  A Conservative MP, who served in the Ministry of Labour, records his frustrations  
 with two ministers in the government for the way they handled labour issues.

Winston Churchill gave a 12.5% rise of wages to mine workers which led to others demanding the same. 
The Ministry of Labour opposed his plan but he managed to stampede the War Cabinet into agreeing to it. 
The result was a real muddle that the Ministry of Labour had to clear up. Some time ago Lloyd George made 
a great mistake by treating the Amalgamated Society of Engineers as a privileged body among the Unions 
in giving them power to give exemptions from military service to their members. They were also too gently 
dealt with in the strike in May 1917.

William Bridgeman, diary, February 1918
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Level 6 answer – 27 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer starts with a strong overview of the sources in 
relation to the actual question. Source A is explained and precise, 
detailed knowledge is used to support the view. The provenance 
of the source is also discussed and placed in context of the time 
at which the speech was made. Source B is clearly explained 
and there is a brief link to A. Once again detailed knowledge is 
applied and the provenance is discussed and placed in context, 
with the resulting evaluation then being linked back to the 
actual question. Some knowledge is also used to support the 
view in Source C and the provenance of C is also considered - 
the evaluation is again linked back to the actual question. Source 
D is analysed and the provenance discussed and contextual 
knowledge is used to discuss the provenance. A judgement 
about the sources in relation to the question is reached. The 
answer is focused on the question and there is mostly good use 
of knowledge to evaluate and a strong sense of provenance, 
therefore the response is placed in Level 6. To reach the very 
top, the knowledge used could have been developed and there 
could have been greater emphasis on the changing views over 
time. 
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Level 4 answer – 17 marks

Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view thatrelations 
between the Government and the workforce were cordial during the First World War.

 [30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides a clear view and quite a detailed overview 
of the sources in relation to the question set. Source A is 
explained and there is some consideration of its provenance; 
it is placed in the context of being from the early years of the 
war. However, beyond the context of the time there is no use 
of knowledge to evaluate the validity of the view it offers. In 
dealing with Source B it is thoroughly explained and on this 
occasion some knowledge is used to evaluate the source, but 
with very limited consideration of its provenance. Source C is less 
well focused on the question. The material applied is not directly 
relevant and there is no real discussion of the provenance. 
Similarly Source D is explained in relation to the question, but 
again there is little knowledge used and provenance is not 
really discussed. The conclusion does reach a fairly developed 
judgement as to the sources and this plus the fact that there is 
some use of knowledge and some consideration of provenance 
takes the answer into the lower range of Level 4. It is not placed 
in Level 3 as there is some consideration of provenance and use 
of knowledge, but could not go higher as it is limited.
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Level 3 answer – 14 marks

Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view thatrelations 
between the Government and the workforce were cordial during the First World War.

 [30]
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Examiner commentary
There is no overview of the sources and no view about the 
issue in the question is offered. The response goes straight into 
considering Source A, which is explained and some limited 
knowledge is applied to test it. Similarly, Source B is explained 
and again some limited knowledge is used to evaluate it, but as 
with Source A, the provenance is ignored. Source C is explained 
in relation to the question, but in this instance there is no 
evaluation using either knowledge or provenance. Source D is 
largely described, although there is a very brief, albeit simplistic, 
reference to its provenance; this would need to be developed if 
it was to take the response into the next level and to be seen in 
comments about other sources. The answer largely explains

the four sources with some limited use of knowledge and is 
therefore placed in Level 3. For it to reach Level 4 there would 
need to be much greater consideration of the provenance.
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Question 2

‘Ramsey MacDonald’s first ministry was too short-lived to have achieved anything substantial.’ How far do 
you agree?

 [20]

Level 3 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does not offer a view about the issue in the 
question, but just states that a number of points can be made. 
Candidates should be encouraged to state their view and then 
argue it through to the conclusion as this provides coherence. 
There is some explanation of success, with reference to the 
Housing Act and this is repeated in the discussion on foreign 
policy. However, there is little else specific that is discussed and 
the rest of the response tends to rely on generalisations. This 
lack of coverage of a range of issues means that any judgement 
made is not really based on enough evidence to be convincing 
or persuasive. However, there is an attempt to address the 
question, but the lack of supporting detail prevents the response 
from reaching Level 4. 
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Question 3

How successful were government policies in dealing with economic problems in the 1930s?

 [20]

Level 6 answer – 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts by outlining the economic problems 
that the government faced. There is detailed knowledge of 
the cuts and a balanced discussion of them, with a limited 
interim judgement. This is also seen in the discussion of the 
decision to leave the Gold Standard, which is also repeated 
with the discussion of the Special Areas, where the response 
demonstrates a high level of knowledge. The response then 
considers the situation by 1936 to reach a further developed 
interim judgement that the problems had not been resolved. 
This is then balanced against the end of the period. This leads on 
to a very well developed overall judgement. The response shows 
a very good depth of knowledge of measures and is consistently 
focused. There are interim judgements, particularly over the 
situation by 1936 and this is cleverly used to contrast with the 
end of the period, helping to take the response to the top of 
Level 6. 
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Level 3 answer – 13 marks

Question 3

How successful were government policies in dealing with economic problems in the 1930s?

 [20]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a clear view, suggesting 
that rearmament was the most successful policy. The situation 
in 1931, the spending cuts and the decision to come off the 
Gold Standard are explained, but there is little assessment of 
them. The level of unemployment is explained and the regional 
differences are noted but again there is little assessment of the 
policies to deal with these issues. There is some argument over 
the impact of rearmament, but this is not fully developed. The 
conclusion does attempt to make judgement about the success 
of the policies and there is some limited support for the success 
of rearmament. However the response covers quite a narrow 
range of issues and some of the points made in the conclusion 
would have benefited from development in the main body of 
the answer. The judgement in the conclusion takes the response 
into Level 5 but the lack of development and argument in the 
main body keeps the response at the lower end. 
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