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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

Churchill 1930–1951

Study the four sources and then answer Question 1.

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the 
Conservatives lost the 1945 general election because of social changes. [30]

Source A: A well-known journalist comments on the impact of the War.

Now, the war, because it demands a huge collective effort, is compelling us to change not only our ordinary, 
social and economic habits, but also our habits of thought. We’re actually changing over from the property 
view to the sense of community, which simply means that we realise we’re all in the same boat. But, and this 
is the point, that boat can serve not only as our defence against Nazi aggression, but as an ark in which we 
can all finally land in a better world.

J.B. Priestley, broadcast, July 1940

Source B:  Churchill’s Private Secretary comments on the election campaign.

The weekend was devoted to the preparation of the first political broadcast before the general election of 
5 July 1945. The PM’s speech was a fighting and provocative effort, mentioning the necessity of a political 
police to a really socialist state. His gestures to the microphone were as emphatic as those he uses to a 
really large audience. The speech aroused widespread criticism and did not really go down well with the 
educated classes. Labour propaganda is better and it links to the popular mood. I think the Service vote will 
be for Labour and the housing shortage has left many people disgruntled.

Sir John Colville, The Fringes of Power, Downing Street Diaries 1939–1955

Source C:  A Labour General Election broadcast.

The Conservative party remains as always a class Party. In twenty-three years in the House of Commons, I 
cannot recall more than half a dozen from the ranks of wage earners. It represents today, as in the past, the 
forces of property and privilege. The Labour Party is, in fact, the one party which most nearly reflects in its 
representation and composition all the main streams which flow into the great river of our national life.
Our appeal to you, therefore is not narrow or sectional.

Clement Attlee, election broadcast, June 1945

Source D:  Churchill gives his view about the outcome of the election to a friend.

There are some unpleasant features in this election which indicate the rise of bad elements. Conscientious 
objectors were preferred to candidates of real military achievement and service. All the members of 
Parliament who had done most to hamper and obstruct the war were returned by enormously increased 
majorities. None of the values of the years before were preserved. The soldiers voted with mirthful 
irresponsibility. Also there is the latent antagonism of the rank and file for the officer class.

Churchill, letter, 17 September 1945
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Level 6 answer – 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph provides an overview of the view of 
the sources about the issue in the question. The view of Source 
A in relation to the actual question is then explained and own 
knowledge on Churchill’s background is used to evaluate it. 
This is furthered when knowledge is used to support Priestley’s 
claim that social changes were taking place during the war. The 
response then goes on to consider the source’s provenance, 
placing it in the context of the Dunkirk defeat before reaching 
a judgement. Similarly, Source C is then evaluated and again 
detailed own knowledge is used, with reference to Beveridge. 
The provenance is fully developed and knowledge is used to 
support the claims made about privilege. Source B is explained 
with knowledge again applied to test the validity of the 
view, with further reference to Beveridge. The response then 
considers the provenance, explaining the validity of the views 
in a private diary. The final source considered is D. The response 
starts by briefly considering its provenance, which is returned 
to at the end and the candidate looks at why it is useful in 
explaining Churchill’s own views. Some knowledge is applied 
and a judgement is reached about the Source in relation to 
the question. The overall judgement is based on the views of 
the sources following evaluation. This is a strong answer as all 
four sources are evaluated using both own knowledge and 
provenance to reach a judgement based on the sources, not on 
own knowledge. 
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the 
Conservatives lost the 1945 general election because of social changes. [30]

Level 6 answer – 26 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts by providing an overview of the sources and 
stating which source most strongly agrees with the question, 
providing a clear focus on the question. The response then 
goes on to examine Source C and explains the view of the 
source before applying own knowledge, in the form of the 
Beveridge Report, to support the argument made. However, 
it would benefit from further examples from the candidate’s 
own knowledge to support the argument. This is balanced by 
reference to the provenance of the source, which is discussed in 
full. The response then deals with Source A, which is explained 
and analysed in relation to the question and some knowledge, 
although quite general, is used to evaluate it. The response 
then discusses the provenance and knowledge is used to 
verify the view offered. Source B is explained in relation to the 
question, and there is some limited knowledge applied before 
the provenance is discussed. Finally Source D is discussed and 
the provenance considered. A judgement is reached about the 
sources which follows from the main body. The answer does 
consider the provenance of all the sources and some knowledge 
is applied but the depth of that knowledge is, at times, limited 
and this prevents the response from reaching the higher end of 
the top level.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the 
Conservatives lost the 1945 general election because of social changes. [30]

Level 5 answer – 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response attempts to group the sources according to their 
view about the issue in the question. Source A is explained 
and detailed and relevant knowledge is applied, however the 
treatment of the provenance is much more superficial and 
some of the context about the Battle of Britain is not correct. 
Source C is clearly explained and some limited knowledge 
about Churchill’s background is used and the provenance is 
considered, but as with A this could have been developed. 
Source B is treated quite thoroughly, with knowledge applied 
and there is sound discussion of the provenance. This is repeated 

with Source D, where both knowledge and provenance are 
considered. This leads to an overall judgement about the sources 
which follows from the main body of the essay. The answer deals 
with the provenance and applies knowledge to all the sources, 
but in a number of instances this is not well developed giving 
the sense of unevenness, which is why the response is placed 
in Level 5. Some development, particularly of provenance and 
further evaluation of D would be needed to reach Level 6.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the 
Conservatives lost the 1945 general election because of social changes. [30]

Level 5 answer – 22 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts without reference to the actual sources, 
even though this is the source element of the paper. However, 
in the main body of the response the sources are explained 
and knowledge is used to evaluate them. This is seen with 
Source A, although the depth of knowledge used is somewhat 
limited. There is some discussion of the provenance but this 
is rather generalized. Source D is quite similar in its approach. 
The provenance is considered, but would benefit from greater 
development and the same is true of the application of 
knowledge, which is quite generalized. This is further seen 
in dealing with Source B, although there is reference to the 
Gestapo comment, but the provenance is treated in quite a 
superficial manner. There is some depth of knowledge applied 
to the final source, with reference to Churchill’s background, 
whilst the provenance is also considered. The judgement is 
quite well-developed and is about the sources, rather than 
based on knowledge of the topic. The response does consider 
the provenance and uses knowledge to test the validity of the 
view of all the sources and with the strong judgement is placed 
in Level 5, but to go higher there would need to be much 
more use of knowledge and provenance would need to be 
developed.
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the 
Conservatives lost the 1945 general election because of social changes. [30]

Level 3 answer – 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The first paragraph of the response does not mention any of 
the four sources despite this being a source-based paper. The 
explanation of Source A is rather confused and does not show a 
clear understanding of what the source is actually arguing. There 
is only a brief and underdeveloped reference to the provenance 
of the source. In dealing with Source C there is some limited 
explanation, but much is description and there is no reference 
to the provenance. Source D is explained but the comment 
about provenance is limited and basic. The final source is also 
explained, but again there is only a brief mention of provenance. 
The judgement makes no reference to the sources. The response 
fails to apply knowledge to the sources to test their validity. 
There is some reference to the provenance of all the sources, but 
this is limited and often superficial. As a result, the answer cannot 
go into Level 4 as that requires both knowledge and provenance 
to be demonstrated. It is at the lower end of Level 3 because of 
the failure to develop the comments about provenance and the 
confused explanation of some of the sources, most notably A. 
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Question 1

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that the 
Conservatives lost the 1945 general election because of social changes. [30]

Level 3 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is an attempt to group the sources and a general 
comment is made about their view, but it would benefit from 
being more closely tied to the actual question. Source A is 
largely described with only limited explanation and neither 
knowledge nor provenance are really used. The response does 
explain Source C and there is some discussion of its provenance, 
but this is not developed. Similarly Source B is explained but 
again there is no real use of knowledge or consideration 
of provenance. Source D does see some discussion of the 
provenance. There is no real conclusion, although the last 
sentence does offer an attempt at judgement, but it is weak. The 
answer has explained all four sources in relation to the question 
and there is some limited consideration of the provenance of 
some sources which takes the response into the lower mark 
range of Level 3, but to go higher there would need to be 
much greater development of the provenance and some use of 
knowledge to test the validity of the views.
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Question 2

‘Divisions within the Conservative party were the main reason for their defeat in 1997.’ How far do you 
agree?  [20]

Level 6 answer – 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a clear view that the Conservatives 
lost the 1997 election because of the strengths of New Labour 
rather than weaknesses of the Conservatives. The response 
begins by considering Conservative weaknesses and this is 
well supported with accurate and relevant material and an 
interim judgement is reached at the end of the paragraph. The 
discussion of economic policy is thorough and is linked to the 
question. The response then goes on to discuss the strength of 
New Labour. There is detailed discussion of its appeal and how it 
won back seats that Thatcher had taken in the Midlands and its 
appeal to business. This appeal is contrasted with Major and the 
cone hotline, which, the response claims attracted considerable 
mockery. The judgement in the conclusion supports the 
argument in the main body. Throughout there is a high level of 
analysis and although not every issue is considered, the quality 
of analysis is such that the answer should be placed in the higher 
part of the top level.
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Question 2

‘Divisions within the Conservative party were the main reason for their defeat in 1997.’ How far do you 
agree?  [20]

Level 6 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening starts by offering a view about the issue in the 
question, suggesting that it was the poor state of the economy. 
The main body of the response starts by considering the 
divisions within the Conservative party and knowledge about 
Europe and the divisions are used to support the claim. A 
balanced discussion about the importance of these divisions 
follows with the response arguing that the party was able to 
unite to win in 1992. This unity is then set against the problems 
of the economy, which it argues were more important, although 
the judgement and explanation as to why it was the most 
important could be developed further. The response then 
considers the strengths of the Labour party and the response 
argues that it was the weakness of the economic performance 
of the Conservatives that allowed the strengths of Labour to 
be appreciated. The conclusions do support the main body 
of the essay, but the interim judgements are not well enough 
developed to reach the top of Level 6. The overall conclusion is 
quite strong and therefore the response reaches the lower end 
of the level.
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Question 2

‘Divisions within the Conservative party were the main reason for their defeat in 1997.’ How far do you 
agree?  [20]

Level 3 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening suggests some possible reasons, but no view 
is offered and the possible reasons are left as questions. The 
comments about Major’s succession are very superficial and this 
is similar to the comments made about Kinnock’s leadership. 
This continues with the discussion about the election campaign 
under Major in 1992, and although there is a little more depth 
to the discussion about Blair in 1997, it is still not developed. The 
conclusion is also very general. The response does explain some 
reasons, so should be placed in Level 3, but the generalised 
and superficial nature of the supporting material ensures that it 
remains at the bottom of the level.
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Question 3

‘Britain’s relationship with the USA was close throughout the period from 1951 to 1997.’ How far do you 
agree?  [20]

Level 4 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts with a balanced and contrasting overview of 
relations. The response examines the close or special relationship 
which it claims had begun to breakdown by the end of the war, 
but was restored under Macmillan and Kennedy and continued 
under Thatcher, but the answer also suggests that Britain was 
not always able to exert influence, a point which could have 
been developed. Some detailed knowledge is used to support 
the claims. This argument is balanced by an examination of 
the relationship between Nixon and Wilson, particularly over 
Vietnam, but this paragraph is quite limited and ideas are not 
developed or fully supported. The final paragraph does not really 
reach a judgement and therefore the answer explains some 
issues but without a judgement remains in Level 4. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

45

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Question 3

‘Britain’s relationship with the USA was close throughout the period from 1951 to 1997.’ How far do you 
agree?  [20]

Level 3 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response does offer a view, suggesting that the relationship 
was becoming strained. The opening, with support for the 
Korean War, is contrasted with attitudes in Britain towards 
the use of bases and the protests that followed. There is also 
discussion of the improved or strong relations between Thatcher 
and Reagan, but this is balanced with the contrast of the anger 
over Grenada. The answer also considers periods when the 
relationship was poor, looking at Nixon and Wilson and also 
attitudes over Suez. The conclusion does not offer a judgement, 
simply stating that there were periods when the relationship was 
good and times when it was less so. The depth of knowledge is 
sound and there is good range of material used from across the 
period, but the lack of judgement means the answer cannot be 
placed in Level 5. 
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Question 3

‘Britain’s relationship with the USA was close throughout the period from 1951 to 1997.’ How far do you 
agree?  [20]

Level 3 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response does not offer a clear view, although the last 
two sentences of the opening suggest that the relationship 
was not close. There is some discussion and explanation of the 
close nature of the military relationship throughout the period, 
with some examples used to support the claim. The personal 
relationship between the leaders is also discussed, although 
the level of support is quite limited. Having considered that the 
relationship was close, the response then goes on to suggest 
the relationship was poor through a discussion of Suez, however 
this is the only piece of evidence used to support such a claim. 
The conclusion does appear to contradict the opening, which 
seemed to suggest the relationship was weak. This results in the 
lack of a clear judgement and therefore prevents the answer 
from reaching Level 5; it remains in Level 3 as the explanation is 
limited as is the depth of supporting material. 
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