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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.

3

© OCR 2017

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 1(a)
Which of the following was of greater importance in the development of Charlemagne’s internal
administration?
(i)

The missi dominici

(ii)

Capitularies

8/4/2017

Print Script

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).
[10]

Level 6 answer – 10 marks
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https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67524585&PageCount=12&CanNum=5808&pbc=&URL=&Structur…

3/14

Examiner commentary
The first sentence gives a clear view about the importance
of the two issues. The response then goes on to argue why
they were more important. Their role is explained and in detail
with the answer considering three or four valid points, all of
which are linked back to the actual question and showing a
thorough analysis of the issue, with excellent supporting detail.
In dealing with capitularies the answer starts by referring back
to the opening argument and showing the link between them
and the missi. Once again there is precise supporting detail
and excellent explanation. The judgement is clear and makes
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67524585&PageCount=12&CanNum=5808&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
the link again between the two. The answer, although quite
brief is consistently focused, the explanation and argument are
well supported and the judgement is clear and therefore the
response is placed in Level 6.

3/14

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67524585&PageCount=12&CanNum=5808&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
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Question 1(b)
How significant was the impact of Charlemagne’s coronation on his rule?
[20]

Level 6 answer – 20 marks

8/4/2017

8/4/2017

Print Script

Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67524585&PageCount=12&CanNum=5808&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
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https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67524585&PageCount=12&CanNum=5808&pbc=&URL=&Structur…

6/14

Examiner commentary
The final area discussed is religion and the Church. The
The opening offers a clear view about the significance of
response is able to show continuity and support this with
his coronation and also notes that the impact of it on three
relevant and detailed examples. The final judgement follows
aspects will be considered, also offering a view about them
from the main body of the essay and is supported by it. The
as well. The main body starts by considering its impact on
answer is consistently focused and there are a series of interim
Charlemagne’s use of force. Precise knowledge is used to
judgements, leading to a consistent overall judgement which
support the explanation and a clear contrast is seen before and
takes the answer into Level 6. It reaches the highest mark
after the coronation, leading to an interim judgement about the
because of the clarity of argument, the support and the clear
impact of the coronation on warfare. In terms of government,
judgement that is displayed.
the next issue discussed, the response once again is supported
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67524585&PageCount=12&CanNum=5808&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
7/14
by detailed knowledge. The argument is balanced and there is
some judgement shown, which is once again supported.
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Question 1(a)
Which of the following was of greater importance in the development of Charlemagne’s internal
administration?
(i)
(ii)
8/4/2017

The missi dominici
Capitularies

Print Script

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).
[10]

Level 5 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer also explains capitularies and argues that they
were not dependent on the missi and therefore were able to
be implemented regardless. The response does continue to
argue as to why they were more important and supports it with
some reference to events and developments in Saxony. The final
judgement reached is valid, but it is not well developed and
therefore with the limited, precise support and judgement the
answer is placed in Level 5. Both factors are explained and there
is
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67794094&PageCount=12&CanNum=2709&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
6/14
some judgement, but greater depth is needed to reach Level 6.
The opening outlines what the two named factors were and
offers a view as to which was of greater importance. There is a
balanced discussion of the missi, with both their importance and
limitations considered, which are explained with some support,
although it could be better developed and a judgement on
them reached.
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Question 1(b)
How significant was the impact of Charlemagne’s coronation on his rule?
[20]
8/4/2017

Print Script

Level 5 answer – 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer provides a list of ways in which the coronation did
or did not change his rule and only in the conclusion is there
an attempt to reach a judgement about the developments,
which is enough to take this from Level 4, for a well-developed
and explained list, into Level 5 where there is some judgement,
although not fully developed.

The opening does offer a view as to the importance of his
coronation. The answer starts by suggesting and explaining
why it can be considered that there was little change, which is
supported by some knowledge, although not fully developed. In
terms of expansion, it is also suggested that after the coronation
this slowed down, although some further comparison with
events before 800 would make this more convincing. The
essay then argues that the coronation simply resulted in an
intensification of already existing trends and this claim is well
supported with some detailed knowledge being used. This claim
is also linked to spiritual developments, which again are well
supported.
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Question 1(a)
Which of the following was of greater importance in the development of Charlemagne’s internal
administration?
8/4/2017
(i)

(ii)

The missi dominici

Print Script

Capitularies

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).
[10]

Level 6 answer – 10 marks
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https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67794093&PageCount=12&CanNum=2411&pbc=&URL=&Structur…

4/14

The function of the capitularies are also explained, but this
is not developed and again the answer would benefit from
some precise examples of capitularies being used. Although
there is a judgement it is based on generalized comments that
characterise much of the answer. Therefore, although both of the
issues are explained the lack of precise support keeps the answer
in Level 3, but with some precise support the response would
have gone higher.

The opening puts forward the view that both the missi and
capitularies were important. The response then explains the
role and function of the missi, this is interspersed with some
description of what they did rather than analysis of their
importance. Much of the knowledge used to support the claim
is quite general and the answer would benefit from some
specific support.

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67794093&PageCount=12&CanNum=2411&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
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Question 1(b)
How significant was the impact of Charlemagne’s coronation on his rule?
[20]

Level 3 answer – 9 marks
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https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67794093&PageCount=12&CanNum=2411&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
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https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=67794093&PageCount=12&CanNum=2411&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
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Examiner commentary
A clear view that Charlemagne’s rule changed dramatically is
put forward in the opening paragraph. This is explained in terms
of warfare and there is an attempt at a balanced discussion,
with some argument that the change was due to other
factors, however as with 1a there is a lack of precise support to
substantiate the claim. The response then looks at his religious
duty and argues that after his coronation there was a much
greater emphasis on religious piety, but until the end of the
paragraph the claims are quite general and it is only then that a
precise example is used. The judgement that is reached is based
on the consideration of just two issues and this does not really
provide sufficient coverage for a judgement to be reached. The
lack of precise support and the narrow range of issues covered
limits the response to Level 3, but with further support and
some discussion of other issues it would reach a higher level.
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