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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following had a greater impact on the Mongol Empire?

    (i)    the influence of Persia

    (ii)   the influence of China

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 5 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view on the two issues and their 
impact on the Empire. The impact of China is explained and 
there is some detailed support for the argument, with reference 
to engineers and the impact on administration, but some 
of this would benefit from greater development and more 
precise support. The explanation of the impact of Persia is more 
limited and the supporting material is more generalized. There 

is a judgement, but this is not developed. The two issues are 
explained and there is a judgement, which takes the answer to 
Level 5, but at the bottom as the second issue is not developed 
and the judgement is limited. In order to go higher the second 
factor and the judgement would need developing. 
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Question 1(b)

Assess the reasons why there was civil war and disunity in the Mongol Empire by 1264.   [20]

Level 5 answer – 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does place the decline and civil war of 1264 in 
context and offers a reason for it. A range of issues are discussed 
in some detail, starting with Genghis’ failure to establish a 
system of succession. The issue of different ideologies is also well 
explained, but as with the first issue there is no attempt to assess 
their relative importance. The divisions between the Khanates 
are examined and explained with some supporting evidence 
and the link back to Genghis is also explained. There is also some 
explanation of the role of Mongolian society, but this is not fully 
developed, and similarly the nature of the Empire is also touched 
on. However, as with the earlier issues, the factors are explained 
and not evaluated and this occurs only in the conclusion where 
there is judgement about the relative importance of the issues. 
The list-like response with some judgement takes the answer 
into Level 5, but at the lower end because the judgement needs 
further development and to reach Level 6 there would need 
to be some evaluation of each issue in the main body of the 
response. 
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Level 2 answer – 2 marks

Question 1(a)

Which of the following had a greater impact on the Mongol Empire?

    (i)    the influence of Persia

    (ii)   the influence of China

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]
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Examiner commentary
The answer does explain some of the influences of China on 
the Empire, but some of the comments, such as siege warfare 
are not fully developed. It is stronger in examining the impact 
of China on culture and administration and some support is 
provided. However, the discussion of the impact of Persia is weak 
and general, with only a limited coverage. The response also fails 
to reach a judgement. There is just sufficient judgement for the 
response to reach Level 2, but to go higher the response would 
need to show a much greater knowledge of the impact of Persia 
and provide a judgement.
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Question 1(b)

Assess the reasons why there was civil war and disunity in the Mongol Empire by 1264.   [20]

Level 4 answer – 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers only a simple comment about the situation 
by 1264 and does not indicate any of the factors that were 
responsible. However, the main body of the response does 
identify a range of reasons and these are explained with 
supporting detail. However, the response becomes just a list of 
reasons, illustrated by the phrase ‘another reason’ and there is 
no attempt to evaluate the importance of the various factors 

discussed. The list approach becomes even more apparent as 
the answer progresses and there is no link made between the 
factors or reason as to why they are considered in the particular 
order. The conclusion is simplistic with no judgement. The 
answer is a well explained list and therefore reaches Level 4 but 
to go higher the issues would need to be evaluated, even if it 
was just in the conclusion. 
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Question 2(a)

Which of the following had a greater impact on the Mongol Empire?

    (i)    the first invasion of Japan

    (ii)   the second invasion of Japan

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 6 answer – 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer is able to place the invasions in context and notes 
that they were both humiliating, but suggests that the first 
had a greater impact. The impact of the first invasion of Japan 
is explained and the material is linked clearly to the question 
with discussion of issues such as financial loss, the impact 
on reputation and how this was exploited by others is also 
considered and an interim judgement is reached. The impact 
of the second invasion is also explained and a balanced and 
nuanced approach is taken, showing an awareness of the losses. 
The second invasion is compared with the first and a balanced 
comparison is made and its importance is placed in context 
of other defeats, which contrasts with the first invasion. An 
overall judgement is reached and is supported with detail. The 
consistent focus and linking of material to the question and the 
quality of the judgement ensures the response is awarded full 
marks.
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Question 2(b)

Assess the reasons for Tamerlane’s military success.       [20]

Level 6 answer – 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening outlines the scale of his success and offers a view 
as to why he was able to achieve such success. A range of 
issues is explained and there is detailed support. Comparison 
of tactics with Genghis is made and this leads to an interim 
judgement about their importance. This discussion is balanced 
by a consideration of the failures of Kublai, which are used to 
argue that more than Genghis’ tactics were needed for success. 
This leads to a discussion of the use of psychological warfare, 
which it is argued he took to new heights, and a judgement is 
made about the issue. This then leads on to an examination of 
the role of terror and again there is some evidence of an interim 

judgement. The weakness of his enemies is also examined and 
this is linked to his ability to be able to exploit the situation. An 
overall judgement is reached, but this could have a little more 
support, as could parts of the essay, and some of the interim 
judgements also need development if the response is to be 
awarded full marks.



Th
e 

sm
al

l p
ri

nt

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2017 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office 1 Hills 
Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466.  
OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk/alevelreform

OCR Customer Contact Centre

mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Exemplar%20Candidate%20Work%20-%20Y204/01%20Genghis%20Khan%20and%20the%20Explosion%20from%20the%20Steppes%0D%20c.1167%E2%80%931405
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Exemplar%20Candidate%20Work%20-%20Y204/01%20Genghis%20Khan%20and%20the%20Explosion%20from%20the%20Steppes%20%0Dc.1167%E2%80%931405
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
www.ocr.org.uk/alevelreform

