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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following was of greater importance as a reason for the victory of Castilian and Aragonese 
forces against the Moors in Granada, 1482–1492?

 (i) Christianity and the Catholic Church

 (ii) The strength of Castilian and Aragonese armies

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 6 answer – 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
A clear introduction is given; it details the structure of the 
argument which is then maintained throughout the answer. 
This answer has strong and impressive knowledge displayed, 
giving precise examples in support of the argument. Each factor 
is evaluated thoroughly and thoughtfully in relation to the 
question, and the judgement is unassailable, due to its being so 
thoroughly substantiated both in the conclusion and during the 
rest of the essay. A real strength to this essay is the way in which 
both factors are consistently compared and contrasted to reach 
a judgement. It clearly meets all Level 6 criteria and is sufficiently 
impressive to warrant being awarded at the top of the band. 
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Question 1(b)

To what extent had Spain been united by 1516?        [20]

Level 6 answer – 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an impressive answer due to the scale and depth of the 
knowledge communicated; precise terms are used throughout, 
with detailed examples in support of the arguments being 
made. There is a clear structure, with three good factors 
chosen. At no point is the question forgotten - it is at the centre 
of everything the candidate writes and drives forward the 
response at an impressive pace. There is consistent evaluation 
of the question and the evidence, such that the judgement in 
the conclusion is substantiated by an excellently maintained 
argument (although the conclusion itself is brief and business-
like). This clearly shows an outstanding level of understanding 
and argumentation and is therefore a Level 6 answer. The short 
conclusion stops it from being full marks, but other than this it is 
hard to fault, justifying 19/20.
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Question 1(a)
 

Which of the following was of greater importance as a reason for the victory of Castilian and Aragonese 
forces against the Moors in Granada, 1482–1492?

 (i) Christianity and the Catholic Church

 (ii) The strength of Castilian and Aragonese armies

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 2 answer – 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has attempted to provide a well structured 
argument here; there is structure and some interplay between 
the factors. However, the evidence used is much too simplistic, 
with only one precise piece of evidence being used, whilst the 
rest relies too heavily on generalisation. Thus, the analysis and 
evaluation are limited in nature and the judgement itself is very 
simplistic. With a little more precise evidence then Level 3 could 
have been reached, although the real flaw is a lack of a more 
sophisticated argument due to the limited evaluation.
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Question 1(b)

Level 3 answer – 7 marks

To what extent had Spain been united by 1516?        [20]
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Examiner commentary
Again, there is an attempt here to follow a structure and to keep 
the question central. However, the evidence used is somewhat 
generalised and poorly used; the candidate struggles to explain 
how their evidence supports the points they are trying to 
make. Often, too, the evidence is not relevant to the question, 
and often is over simplified (e.g. the role of Ferdinand, Charles’ 
brother and the marriage contract). Thus, although there is 
some demonstration of relevant knowledge and understanding, 
mostly this answer is descriptive, and it is not always clear how 
it supports the judgement. The judgement itself is somewhat 
confused. This just manages to scrape into Level 3, but cannot 
go higher than 7, as although it has some Level 3 characteristics, 
it also has some Level 2 characteristics.  
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