
Qualification
Accredited

www.ocr.org.uk/history

Y208/01 Philip II 1556–1598 
Summer 2017 examination series
Version 1

H505
For first teaching in 2015

HISTORY A

A LEVEL

Exemplar Candidate Work

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

www.ocr.org.uk/history


Exemplar Candidate Work

2

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Contents
Introduction 3

Question 1(a): Level 5 - 7 mark answer 4

Commentary  7

Question 1(b): Level 4 - 11 mark answer  8

Commentary  12

Question 1(a): Level 3 - 4 mark answer 13

Commentary  14

Question 1(b): Level 2 - 6 mark answer 15

Commentary  19

Question 2(a): Level 6 - 10 mark answer 20

Commentary  21

Question 2(b): Level 6 - 19 mark answer 22

Commentary  24



Exemplar Candidate Work

3

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following was a more serious foreign policy problem on Philip II’s accession to the throne in 
1556?

(i)  Relations with France

(ii)  Relations with the Ottoman Empire

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).        [10]

Level 5 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
Both factors were considered, with evidence drawn from within 
four years of 1556 as stated in the question. France was seen 
as less of a foreign policy problem than the Ottomans but the 
wider impact of neither was developed, for example on Philip’s 
relations with the Papacy or with England. The strength, size, 
proximity and faith of each factor could have been considered 
to aid structure. Some relevant evidence was included, but not 
used, such as the campaigns at St Quentin and Djerba. Some 
points were inaccurate or unclear, such as ‘marriage to Henry 
VIII’s daughter Elizabeth of Valois’ and ‘Philip having control of 
the ties and religion in France through his marriage’. There was 
irrelevance regarding the 1520s and ‘the re-conquest of Spain 
from the moors’ and a blurring of the distinction between 
Ottomans, Turks, Barbary Corsairs and Moriscos. The answer 
mentioned problems for Spain’s naval forces and shipping lanes 
rather than its foreign policy. 
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Question 1(b)

‘Philip’s religious policies had resulted in little change in the Spanish Church by 1598. ’ How far do you 
agree?               [20]

Level 4 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer focused on religious policies rather than the Spanish 
Church itself. The answer started uncertainly, with a section 
deleted and ‘reasons for lack of success’ rather than ‘the extent 
of change in the Spanish Church’. Attempts to analyse Philip 
II’s religious policies, such as implementation of the Tridentine 
decrees and use of the Inquisition, were not clearly linked to 
continuity or change in the Spanish Church. Structure might 
be strengthened by analysis of the main features of the Church, 
such as Bishops and clergy, doctrine, laity and agencies such as 
the Index and Inquisition. Sections on treatment of the Moriscos 
and relations with the Papacy lacked clear focus on the question 
merely linking to religious policies. Attempts at judgement were 
less than convincing. 
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following was a more serious foreign policy problem on Philip II’s accession to the throne in 
1556?

(i)  Relations with France

(ii)  Relations with the Ottoman Empire

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).        [10]

Level 3 answer – 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
The style of the answer was narrative and imparted rather than 
analytic or evaluative. The answer opened with an assertion 
about the Ottomans, unsupported by the ensuing explanation. 
Focus then diverted irrelevantly to Moriscos and Barbary Corsairs, 
domestic rather than foreign policy and an event of 1593, 37 
years beyond the date in the question. Planning relevant points 
of argument might have helped to structure an argument - for 
example considering strength, faith, size and proximity of each 
factor to compare which posed the more serious foreign policy 
problem.
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Question 1(b)

‘Philip’s religious policies had resulted in little change in the Spanish Church by 1598. ’ How far do you 
agree?               [20]

Level 2 answer – 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer was generally on the topic of religion more than 
the specific demands of the question concerning change in 
the Spanish Church. There was limited relevant or accurate 
knowledge for example Philip II’s religious views, some mention 
of Tridentine reform, mystics, the Inquisition and Index, but these 
were not used to evaluate change in the Spanish Church. The 
situation of the Spanish Church before Philip II was assumed or 
unconvincingly stated. Irrelevant evidence was included on local 
councils, Moriscos, Philip’s successors, papal edicts and Elizabeth 
I’s excommunication. Planning around features of the Spanish 
Church such as leaders, clergy, Inquisition and Index, doctrine 
and laity might have kept the answer focused. This would avoid 
irrelevant mention of politics, social and economic issues or 
relations with Rome.
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Question 2(a)

(a) Which of the following was a more serious threat to Philip II in his government of Spain?

(i)  The Revolt of the Moriscos (1568)

(ii)  The Revolt of Aragon (1590)

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 6 answer – 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
From the start, the candidate had sharp focus on the threat to 
Philip II’s government of Spain as the question asked. Evaluation 
of the threat posed by each of the two factors was based on 
criteria such as size, cost and impact on the economy in the case 
of the Moriscos compared to the lack of support and ease of 
suppression of the Aragonese revolt. Detailed knowledge and 
understanding of the comparative nature, causes and outcome 
of the two Revolts were used in analysis to support a well-
substantiated judgement.
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Question 2(b)

(b) How far was Philip’s foreign policy against France a success?      [20]

Level 6 answer – 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
From the outset, the candidate followed a clear line of argument 
based on a pattern of change in the success of Philip II’s foreign 
policy. The structure of the essay integrated a range of religious, 
economic and political aims as criteria for success. A balanced 
evaluation of success against France in 1559 was linked to 
Philip’s other foreign policy problems. Philip’s religious and 
political aims in dealing with Henri of Navarre were analysed 

succinctly to evaluate the failure in the 1580s. There was a 
balanced evaluation of the impact of Philip’s religious policy in 
France and of its effect on his attempt to end the Dutch Revolt. 
A substantiated judgement drew the argument together, but in 
the last sentence the key focus of ‘against France’ was lost for a 
more general focus on foreign policy, making the answer 19/20 
rather than 20/20.
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up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content:
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2017 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office 1 Hills 
Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466.  
OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk/alevelreform

OCR Customer Contact Centre

mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Exemplar%20Candidate%20Work%20-%20Y208/01%20Summer%202017%20examination%20series
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Exemplar%20Candidate%20Work%20-%20Y208/01%20Summer%202017%20examination%20series
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
www.ocr.org.uk/alevelreform

	Contents
	Introduction
	Question 19
	Question 20

