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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following was the greatest barrier to modernisation in Russia before 1682?

(i) The nature of autocracy

(ii)  The Orthodox Church

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 6 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The issue of autocracy is fully explained, with examples. It is 
balanced with examples of how it led to rapid change and 
this leads to a supported judgement. The Orthodox Church is 
also considered in the same way, with thorough explanation 
and support, leading to a judgement. An overall judgement is 
reached and is explained. The thorough explanation of both 
issues and the clear judgement takes the answer into Level 6, 
but in order to reach full marks the judgement would need 
further development.
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Question 1(b)

To what extent were Peter the Great’s economic reforms a success?

 [20]

Level 6 answer – 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph is brief but does offer a view about the 
question. In discussing industry, the argument is well supported 
and wide-ranging with a consistent analysis and explanation. 
The success is linked to the military developments in reaching 
a judgement about the issue. In discussing economic policy 
there is again a thorough discussion and support which leads 
to a supported judgement. The issue of taxation is discussed 
at length, with a balanced argument and good support, 
leading once again to a judgement about the impact of the 
measures. The overall judgement is developed and explained 
and does follow from the main body of the response. The 
answer is consistently analytical and there are a series of interim 
judgements which lead to an overall judgement placing the 
answer firmly in Level 6. Although other issues could have 
been discussed, the response is awarded full marks as it does 
everything that the mark scheme requires and it should be 
remembered that examiners do not expect responses to 
consider every issue or be perfect to reach full marks.
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Question 2(a)

Which of the following events was the greatest success in terms of foreign relations?

(i)  The battle of Poltava

(ii)  The war with Persia

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 6 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view about the importance 
of the two issues and although this is not essential it does flag 
up the line of argument. The significance of Poltava is explained 
and the battle is placed in context of Russia’s expanding power 
in the Baltic. The discussion of Poltava also sees the response 
discriminate between the importance of different impacts, 
which again is not essential but does show the level of analytical 
skill displayed. There is similar depth to the early explanation 
of events in Persia, although the analysis does come to 
something of an abrupt end. The judgement does follow from 
the main body but in order to reach full marks would need to 
be developed further. However, the response does reach Level 
6 as both issues are fully explained and there is a supported 
judgement.
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Question 2(b)

To what extent was Peter the Great threatened by opposition in the period 1682–1725?

 [20]

Level 5 answer – 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction stated two points of argument to be pursued, 
yet the body of the answer adopted a narrative approach on 
the topic rather than an analytical or evaluative one with focus. 
The attempt to explain reasons for Charles V’s lack of success 
included some unclear assertions and the focus became an 
explanation of the problems caused by the Ottomans. An 
attempt to recover focus by considering the Habsburg-Valois 
war as a distraction became a narrative of events. A relevant 

point concerning Ottoman superiority was begun but left 
unfinished. Knowledge was not well used and information was 
communicated in an unstructured way.
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view, not only does it 
suggest that he faced less challenges than his father but it also 
suggests that private attitudes of the Russian people need 
to be taken into consideration. In dealing with opposition 
from the Church there is some comparison with his father’s 
rule and some analysis of the issue. This is also seen in the 
discussion of opposition to other reforms, which is balanced 
with the response arguing that some accepted them because 
it would bring a better future or because they feared the brutal 
punishments. The answer does discuss some of the open 
opposition, with reference to the Streltsi and uses this and 
the treatment of the Cossack leader to explain why there was 
so little opposition. The private opposition to many of Peter’s 
changes is explained by reference to dress regulations and how, 
when Peter was away from St Petersburg, they were abandoned. 
A judgement is reached and this helps takes the answer into 
Level 5, with the quality of analysis taking it towards the higher 
end. However, in order to reach Level 6 there would need to 
be further development and support as well as some interim 
judgements about the issues discussed.
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Question 2(a)

Which of the following events was the greatest success in terms of foreign relations?

(i)  The battle of Poltava

(ii)  The war with Persia

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 2 answer – 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view as to which event was more 
significant. However, the discussion of the importance of Persia 
is very general with no specific historical knowledge about the 
campaign displayed. In many ways it is similar in the discussion 
of the importance of Poltava as there is just a reference to them 
defeating the power of Sweden and no other real knowledge is 
used. The judgement is therefore based on generalizations and 
this keeps the answer in Level 2; to go higher there would need 
to be much clearer evidence of historical knowledge.
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Question 2(b)

To what extent was Peter the Great threatened by opposition in the period 1682–1725?

 [20]

Level 3 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view, although it is not very 
clear. There is some discussion and description of the Streltsi 
threat, but the explanation is very limited and not developed. 
The discussion of the so called ‘outlaws’ is very general and the 
knowledge used is very limited. The answer then discusses 
opposition from the Turks in the south and the Tartars, but any 
attempt at arguing they were a threat is just asserted and there 
is no explanation as to why they should be seen as such. The 
conclusion attempts to suggest that he was rarely threatened 
and there is some support, albeit limited. The response 
considers a number of challenges and there is some very limited 
explanation with assertion, but the limited explanation does 
take the response to Level 3. To reach Level 4, the depth of 
knowledge and argument would need to be greater.
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