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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following was the greater failure for Napoleon III?

(i) the Mexican adventure

(ii)  events in Italy

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 5 answer – 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer explains why events in Italy might be seen as a 
failure for Napoleon III and provides some examples to support 
the claim, before going on to argue that there were also 
successes, which has some support. The answer then offers a 
limited judgement about the events and provides a link to the 
Mexican adventure with a comparative view offered. The answer 
then argues that the Mexican adventure was a greater failure 
and explains why, suggesting that there were no redeeming 
features to the campaign. This leads to a judgement that 
follows from the main body of the answer. The explanation and 
judgement are developed, but in order to reach Level 6 the 
response did need some more examples, particularly on the 
Italian element of the response.
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Question 1(b)

Assess the reasons why there was so much opposition to the rule of Louis Philippe.   [20]

Level 6 answer – 18 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

8

A Level History A

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

9

A Level History A

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

10

A Level History A

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

11

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph shows an awareness of some of the 
issues that caused opposition to Louis Philippe’s rule and offers 
a view as to the most important cause. The issues of foreign 
policy are discussed in some depth and examples from Belgium 
and Egypt are thoroughly analysed and explained in relation 
to creating opposition. The analysis then leads to  judgement 
about foreign policy and opposition. Economic issues are also 
thoroughly analysed and explained in relation to the question 
and there is good supporting detail provided to support the 
argument. This leads to a judgement, which would benefit from 
greater support. The long term factors from Louis’ reign are 
also discussed, but this could have been widened to take the 
argument back to the post revolutionary period. However, the 
argument is sound and there is a more developed judgement. 
The response then argues that political issues were the most 
important factor and this is linked to the economic depression. 
This leads to an overall judgement based on the main body 
of the essay. The answer is well focused and material is linked 
to the question, with some interim judgements and an overall 
judgement, but to reach the very top these would need to be 
further developed in places. 
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following was the greater failure for Napoleon III?

(i) the Mexican adventure

(ii)  events in Italy

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 2 answer – 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
The comments about the Mexican failure are generalised and 
there is very little evidence of knowledge of what actually 
happened in the campaign. The final comment about its 
unpopularity at home is largely asserted. The comments 
about events in Italy also lack any precise evidence or detail 
to support them and attempts to argue are simply asserted, 
with no evidence of knowledge of developments or events. 
The judgement is therefore a simple assertion as there is no 
supporting detail to back up the view offered. In order to 
reach a higher level the response would need to show some 
evidence of historical knowledge of the events and not rely on 
generalisations. 
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Question 1(b)

Assess the reasons why there was so much opposition to the rule of Louis Philippe.   [20]

Level 3 answer – 7 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

A Level History A

© OCR 2017



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

A Level History A

© OCR 2017

Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph simply places Louis’ reign in the general 
context of the period and does not offer a view. Opposition to 
his rule is largely described, with only the briefest explanatory 
comment, such as the lack of ‘gloire’, but these points are 
not developed. This continues with a brief description of the 
propaganda campaign against him and of the economic 
crisis and the reform banquets. The conclusion has some very 
limited explanation and it is the limited explanation that takes 
the answer into the lower end of Level 3. There would need to 
be more explanation to go higher in the level and in order to 
reach Level 4, there would need to be a wider range of issues 
discussed and more sustained explanation. 
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Question 2(a)

Which of the following was of greater significance in the economic development of France?

(i) the banking reforms under Napoleon III

(ii)  the construction of railways under Napoleon III

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 4 answer – 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is some explanation of the importance of banking reforms 
and some precise evidence about Credit Mobilier to support 
the explanation, but the points are not thoroughly developed. 
The comments on the impact of railway construction are less 
well developed and rely on quite general statements, with 
no specific awareness of how this benefited the economy. A 
brief and underdeveloped judgement is reached. Both issues 
are explained and there is some judgement which takes the 
response into Level 4, but there would need to be more depth of 
knowledge and explanation, and a more developed judgement 
for the response to reach Level 5.
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Question 2(b)

‘Napoleon III’s foreign policy was nothing more than a series of disasters.’ How far do you agree? [20]

Level 3 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer does offer a clear view about the issue and provides 
a brief outline of events in support of this. The answer then 
explains why his foreign policy should not be seen as a failure, 
with discussion of trade with Britain and events in Italy. The 
response then explains where his foreign policy was a failure, 
discussing events in Rome, relations with Britain, Mexico and 
the question of the Spanish marriage, which led to the Franco-
Prussian War and downfall of the regime. However, in discussing 

both the success and failures, the response simply lists and 
explains the events and does not really bring the material back 
to the exact wording of the question. The conclusion does 
reinforce the view, but there is no judgement about the exact 
question and this keeps the response in Level 3. In order to 
reach Level 4 the answer would need to show a clear judgement 
about the exact question set. 
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