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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Who had the greater importance in advancing the cause of Italian nationalism in the years 1789 to 1847?

 (i) Napoleon Bonaparte

 (ii) Pope Pius IX

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 5 answer – 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer opens with a clear view as to which factor was 
more important and there is some brief support given. The 
role of Napoleon in relation to the question is thoroughly 
explained with detailed and relevant support, even considering, 
albeit briefly, his long term impact. Similarly, there is balanced 
treatment of the role of Pius and again there is some support. 
However, both factors could be further developed and a deeper 
explanation of their importance given. Whilst supporting the 
main body of the answer, the judgement is not fully developed 
and therefore, with the limited development in the main body of 
the response, the answer does not reach Level 6.
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Question 1(b)

How successful was the Kingdom of Italy in the years 1861 to 1896?

 [20]

Level 6 answer – 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts with a clear view and also outlines what 
it considers to be the most important problems facing Italy. 
The issue of the North-South divide is fully explained with 
detailed and relevant support, leading to a developed interim 
judgement about the issue. Similarly, the relationship with the 
Papacy is also examined and an explanation linked to the actual 
question is evident and again there is a developed interim 
judgement. This continues with the final factor discussed, 
namely poor government; once again there is detailed factual 
knowledge to support the argument and the issue is widened 
to include a range of issues, such as foreign policy. The overall 
judgement is developed, supported and consistent with the 
main body of the essay and given the development of interim 
judgements, the response would be placed in Level 6. This 
response clearly demonstrates that examiners are aware it would 
be unreasonable to expect all issues to be considered; what is 
important is the quality of analysis and judgement, which in this 
response is very high.
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Question 2(a)
 

Who was more important in establishing a new Kingdom of Italy?

 (i) Cavour

 (ii) Garibaldi

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 4 answer – 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response does offer a view as to the most important 
factor in the opening paragraph. The paragraph explaining the 
importance of Garibaldi is accurate and does contain relevant 
and accurate knowledge, but the focus is on just one event 
and therefore his role and importance is not developed fully. 
The importance of his role in uniting the South and North 
through his conquest of Naples and Sicily and his involvement 
in Rome, both significant events, needed some mention if a 
fully developed judgement were to be reached. The same is 
seen with Cavour, where there is only limited consideration or 
explanation of his role. The last parts do develop some of these 
points, with a passing reference to Garibaldi’s role in the South. 
However, neither issue is fully developed and therefore, despite 
some explanation, the response reaches only Level 4. It would 
need to consider a wider range to make the judgement fully 
valid and therefore reach the higher levels.
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Question 2(b)

‘The revolutions of 1848 to 1849 laid the foundations of Italian unification.’ How far do you agree?

 [10]

Level 4 answer – 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer explains a list of factors, which are reasonably well 
developed. However, there could be a stronger focus on the 
precise wording of the question or a greater attempt, in places, 
to link the material back to the actual question. Issues, such 
as the removal of Austrian troops, are explained but this is not 
well linked to how it laid the foundations for Unity. There is 
some attempt to counter the view that 1848-9 was important 
in laying the foundations and other factors that helped lay the 
foundations, such as the strength of Piedmont are discussed. 
However, the conclusion is not developed and there is no clear 
judgement as to the impact of 1848-9 against other factors; 
instead a range of issues are seen as important. The quality of 
the knowledge and explanation ensures that the answer goes 
beyond Level 3, but the lack of judgement means that the 
response cannot go into Level 5.
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Question 2(a)

Who was more important in establishing a new Kingdom of Italy?

 (i) Cavour

 (ii) Garibaldi

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 3 answer – 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
In considering the importance of Cavour, the answer tends to 
describe what he did rather than analyse the importance in 
relation to the question. It does briefly explain the significance 
of the agreement with Louis Napoleon. There is some attempt 
at balance with the candidate suggesting that Cavour 
was not interested in unification but rather Piedmontese 
aggrandizement, but this is not developed. The contribution of 
Garibaldi is described, with the focus on his work in the South 
but there is little real attempt to analyse the importance of this. 
The judgement is quite simplistic and not developed, but the 
explanation and limited judgement do take the response to 
Level 3. Both would need to be developed and a wider range of 
issues analysed if it were to go higher.
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Question 2(b)

‘The revolutions of 1848 to 1849 laid the foundations of Italian unification.’ How far do you agree?

 [10]

Level 3 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer does offer a view that the impact of the Revolutions 
was limited because of Austrian strength. However, the answer 
tends to become rather descriptive as the revolutions and their 
outcome are not really analysed and this is further seen when 
events in the Papal States are considered. It is really only at the 
end of the paragraph that there is an attempt at analysis and 
this is not developed. There is some explanation of the lack of 
popular support and some support is provided, but again this 
is not developed. The comments on Garibaldi are superficial 
and need much more development and support. Again the 
conclusion does have some explanation but there is certainly 
no judgement. The limited explanation prevents the response 
from reaching Level 4, but the depth of detail at the start of the 
response means that it is not placed at the lower end of Level 3. 
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