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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following had the greatest influence on Japan’s emergence as a major power?
(i)  Industrial growth
(ii)  Naval development

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). 
 [10]

Level 5 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
Although the opening is accurate it does not add anything to 
the answer. There is no need to place the issues in context; if 
there is an opening paragraph, it is advisable for the candidate 
to give their view as to the most important issue, with a brief 
explanation before getting into the main focus of the response. 
In dealing with industrial growth there is much description 
of the growth and this is not linked to the actual focus of the 
question until the second part of the paragraph, which will limit 
the level that is ultimately achieved. It is important that these 
short essays are analytically driven and the material is linked 
directly to the issue in the question throughout. However, in 
dealing with naval development there is much more focus and 
the answer is explanatory and analytical rather than descriptive. 
There is a judgement, but it is not fully developed and this 
further limits the level. Although both factors are explained 
and analysed in relation to the question, the response is not 
consistently analytical and is therefore uneven, which is why it is 
placed in Level 5 and not Level 6.
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following had the greatest influence on Japan’s emergence as a major power?
(i)  Industrial growth
(ii)  Naval development

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). 
 [10]

Level 3 answer – 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
Industrial growth is described and although there is a great 
amount of detail, the knowledge is not used to pursue an 
argument or explain its importance in Japan’s development as 
a power. The same is true with the growth of the navy, which 
is described and exploits are listed. Only in the conclusion is 
there an attempt at argument and this limited. As a result, the 
descriptive approach, despite being very detailed, limits the level 
the response can reach. The lack of analysis and real judgement 
means that the answer can be placed no higher than Level 3.
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Question 1(a)

Which of the following had the greatest influence on Japan’s emergence as a major power?
(i)  Industrial growth
(ii)  Naval development

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). 
 [10]

Level 3 answer – 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer is heavily descriptive, particularly at the start when 
dealing with industrial development, showing reasonable 
knowledge of the growth. However, this is not linked to the 
actual question and there is no real analysis of the material. 
Similarly, in dealing with naval development, the response 
shows a sound knowledge of the growth but this is not used 
to address the question and the knowledge is largely imparted. 
The conclusion does have some argument and the judgement 
is explained - it is this that takes the response from Level 2 into 
Level 3. In order for the response to reach a higher level there 
would need to be a far greater depth of analysis.
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Question 1(b)

‘Japan’s overseas expansion from 1868 to 1920 was dominated by the desire to control Korea.’ 
How far do you agree? 
 [20]

Level 6 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view and the issue of Korea is 
balanced, albeit briefly, against other issues. The issue of the 
1894 war is explained and analysed in relation to the question. 
The response also analyses the reasons for involvement in the 
Russo-Japanese war, producing a balanced argument and this 
continues as further developments are considered and other 
possible factors are raised. There is good detailed knowledge 
used to support the argument and the discussion is balanced, 
with the issue of Korea weighed against other issues throughout. 
The judgement in the conclusion is developed and follows 
from the argument pursued in the main body of the essay. The 
answer reaches Level 6 because it is consistently focused and 
analytical. There is judgement throughout, although the interim 
judgements could be more explicit and it is well supported.
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Question 1(b)

‘Japan’s overseas expansion from 1868 to 1920 was dominated by the desire to control Korea.’ 
How far do you agree? 
 [20]

Level 5 answer – 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a balanced view of Japan’s aims. There is a 
clear argument pursued in the first main paragraph, which is 
explained with support, although there is some drift towards 
description at the end of the paragraph, suggesting unevenness 
which will be reflected in the overall mark achieved. The 
acquisition of other territories is also considered, but again there 
is a tendency for this to be described with some analysis and 
explanation towards the end of the paragraph, which suggests 
a change in priorities towards overseas expansion. The response 
certainly shows a good depth of knowledge. There is a sound 
conclusion, which reaches a judgement which follows from the 
essay. The depth of knowledge is very high, but there is not a 
consistent analytical focus and this prevents the response from 
reaching Level 6. 
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Question 1(b)

‘Japan’s overseas expansion from 1868 to 1920 was dominated by the desire to control Korea.’ 
How far do you agree? 
 [20]

Level 4 answer – 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph only hints at a view, that Japan was 
interested in Korea and other parts of Asia, but this is not 
developed. The first main paragraph is heavily descriptive 
about Japanese interest in Korea and this continues in the next 
paragraph with the comments about taking action against 
countries that threatened Korea. Only at the end of the second 
paragraph is there an attempt to argue, but this is quite limited. 
Similarly, in dealing with the Russo-Japanese War the answer is 
descriptive and again, it is only briefly in the following paragraph 
that there is an attempt at explanation. The final main paragraph 
maintains the descriptive approach. However, the conclusion 
does contain some argument and analysis and it is this that 
ensures the response reaches Level 4 rather than remaining in 
Level 3. In order to go higher in the level there would need to 
be more analysis and to reach the next level, a judgement about 
whether Korea was the most important issue. 
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