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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Which was the greater threat to stability in Italy from 1918 to 1925?

(i)  Socialism

(ii)  Fascism

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). 

 [10]

Level 6 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response begins with an immediate address of the first 
factor, a clear and decisive way to begin the 10 mark question; 
introductions are not necessary to achieve full marks and if used 
should be focused and concise. 

The argument is very detailed in handling relevant and 
accurate knowledge relating to the threat posed by Socialism, 
in Italy, from 1918 to 1925. The level of detail is impressive. The 
argument also finishes with two points that qualify the amount 
of threat posed by Socialism, thus addressing the ‘Which was 
the greater threat…?’ aspect of the question. Therefore, the 
argument provides a clear and decisive judgement on the 
degree, or amount of threat.

The second factor, the threat posed by Fascism, is also covered 
using accurate and relevant knowledge, for example, the murder 
of Matteotti and use of squadristi violence. This evidence is 
linked to an explanation of why Fascism was a threat to stability 
although there is a slightly narrative angle as the explanation 
takes some time to develop. 

The final judgement is sound and justified, however it could 
be a little more developed and/or linked to earlier judgements 
to ensure continuity. Still, overall a very good response in large 
part due to the quality of knowledge deployed and earlier 
judgements made.
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Question 1(b)

How far do you agree Mussolini’s Italy was a great power in the years 1922 to 1939?

  [20]

Level 5 answer – 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is focused on the question, gives a decisive 
viewpoint and outlines a range of factors. This is a sound way to 
set up an argument.

The first main argument, relating to foreign policy successes and 
failures, addresses the question by discussing prestige and a 
range of evidence is used to support the viewpoint made. There 
is a good link between economic failures and foreign policy 
developments.

Although the great power argument is largely linked to foreign 
affairs, the second argument on economic developments 
is made relevant via a focus on self-sufficiency. There is an 
explanation to outline why economic developments also 
prevented Mussolini’s Italy from becoming a great power.

The final argument, relating to German dominance of the axis, 
demonstrates a further understanding of the period. However, 
the essay does contain a few factual errors, and when arguments 
are made there is little in the way of relative judgement to assess 
the significance of various factors. 

There are attempted links in the conclusion however. The 
judgement made is also a little summative where earlier points 
are largely repeated. Therefore, the candidate has applied 
generally accurate and detailed knowledge but judgements are 
not always consistently well-developed. The response still has a 
logical structure and sound reasoning. 
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Question 2(a)

Which of the following was the more serious problem for Italian governments in the period from 1896 to 
1915?

(i)  Foreign policy

(ii)  Economic policy

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).  [10]

Level 6 answer – 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is a balanced analysis of foreign policy in terms of 
generating problems for the Italian governments. The candidate 
discusses the humiliation of Adowa, Libya and the entrance to 
World War I as a ‘saving grace’. Evidence is used to effectively 
address the question.

Economic policy is dealt with very well in terms of policy 
impact on the government. There is a wide range of relevant 
and accurate knowledge; it is used to explain the impact of 
economic policy on the government with links to the rise in 
Socialism, and also a critical evaluation of Giolitti’s ‘economic 
miracle’ relative to economic progress made by other European 
powers.

The conclusion is a detailed assessment of which factor is most 
significant. It considers the impact of the economic problems 
and policies deployed, and develops judgements to create a 
compelling case for economic policy posing the more serious 
problem for Italian government. The accuracy of knowledge, 
clarity of focus and in particular, address of economic policy was 
very effective here. 
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Question 2(b)

How far do you agree that fear of Socialism was the main reason for Mussolini’s increasing power during 
the years 1919 to 1925?

  [20]

Level 6 answer – 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction demonstrates a command of the period; 
knowledge is used to convey the factors considered – fear of 
Socialism, Mussolini’s skill as a politician and the weakness of the 
Liberal coalitions. A clear view is expressed.

The named factor is dealt with first. Although not essential, 
this can help to establish a clarity if thinking and provide an 
argument for recursive comparison. The fear of Socialism is dealt 
with very effectively. There is a detailed range of knowledge used 
to explain how this resulted in increased support for Mussolini 
and Fascism, a clear address of the question. The fear of Socialism 
is further developed when considering the actions of Victor 
Emmanuel III, however we start to see development of the initial 
viewpoint here; actually it was Mussolini’s skill at manipulating 
political weaknesses and exploiting the fear of Socialism that 
resulted in his consolidation of power.

The next paragraph links to the above. Mussolini’s skill is clearly 
explained as the defining cause of his increased power and the 
argument is linked to other factors, showing a good appreciation 

of cause and effect. Again, accurate and detailed knowledge 
is used to clearly demonstrate a good command of causation 
during this period. 

The weaknesses of the Liberal government are also addressed, 
but again this is effectively linked to the underlying cause for 
Mussolini consolidating his power. The impact of the ‘mutilated 
victory’ was a Liberal problem but it is exploited by Mussolini. At 
this point there is clear evidence of a sustained argument and 
the candidate has created a very convincing case for Mussolini’s 
political skill as the key factor.   

The conclusion verifies the judgement and the candidate has 
just run out of time. The quality of the argument is very strong 
and the response has already demonstrated developed and 
sustained judgements, hence full marks were awarded.
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Question 2(a)

Which of the following was the more serious problem for Italian governments in the period from 1896 to 
1915?

(i)  Foreign policy

(ii)  Economic policy

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).  [10]

Level 2 answer – 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
Initially, the response mentions foreign policy but then discusses 
political problems faced by the government with no focus on 
foreign policy. Thus, the beginning of the response is illustrative 
and does not effectively address the question. Such a contextual 
paragraph is ill-advised when the exam is only 60 minutes in 
length. An introduction is not necessary, if used it should be 
direct and focused. 

The next paragraph addresses foreign policy and takes some 
time to provide some specific, relevant knowledge however, at 
the end of the argument Abyssinia and the humiliating defeat at 
Adowa is addressed and therefore the first argument is credited. 

The next argument which addresses economic policy is 
generalised with no specific mention of any economic policies 
or problems that they may have addressed. This generalised 
paragraph shows a limited understanding of the factor and 
really limits the response as it means that only one factor has 
been addressed with any degree of accuracy. Overall, Level 2 is 
awarded as there is a limited and generalised knowledge of the 
period. Level 2 is the maximum awarded when one factor is not 
dealt with.
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Question 2(b)

How far do you agree that fear of Socialism was the main reason for Mussolini’s increasing power during 
the years 1919 to 1925?

  [20]

Level 2 answer – 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The essay begins without an introduction. It is an interesting 
point to note that the previous 10 mark question does contain 
an introduction, one which receives little credit. An introduction 
would be more appropriate for the 20 mark question. With 
regards to the named factor, the fear of Socialism is immediately 
addressed and it is explained relative to the demands of the 
question, i.e. how it helped facilitate Mussolini’s consolidation of 
power. However, the explanation is limited by a lack of in-depth 
knowledge. 

The essay then lists a range of other factors that helped 
Mussolini to consolidate power; government weaknesses and 
the mutilated victory, and Mussolini’s propaganda and use of 
violence. 

The conclusion confirms that there were a range of other factors 
involved in Mussolini increasing his power. The candidate has 
demonstrated some awareness of the topic and has shown a 
limited knowledge and understanding of the question. With 
a bit more accuracy in terms of knowledge used, the first 
argument could have pushed the response into Level 3, a partial 
address of the question. However, the question is not met with 
any real development; the most effective argument, dealing with 
the named factor, is limited by a few accurate terms hence the 
quality of explanation is weak. Level 3 demands some analysis, 
appropriately linked to judgements made. Hence, this response 
is indicative of Level 2.
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