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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)
ww

Which of the following was of greater importance as a reason for the persistent resistance of the Vietcong 
to US aggression?

 (i) The Ho Chi Minh Trail

 (ii) Vietnamese nationalism

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 4 answer – 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has explained why both Vietnamese nationalism 
and the Ho Chi Minh trail are important, and they explain the 
significance of both factors. There is analysis of both factors 
although the response is stronger on Vietnamese nationalism 
and hence slightly uneven in its approach. The judgement is 
undeveloped and so L4 was awarded for this answer.
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Question 1(b)

‘The communist take-over of China in 1949 was due to the leadership of Mao Zedong.’ 
How far do you agree?

 [20]

Level 3 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is some attempt made to focus on the demands of the 
question and the candidate discusses several factors, although 
there is a tendency to list the factors rather than measure them 
against each other. The explanation of each factor is more than 
description and there is some analysis with supporting evidence. 
However the argument on foreign aid is weaker than the 
other two factors discussed and the extent of that supporting 
evidence is not extensive. There is a judgement but this is 
undeveloped and so L3 was awarded. 
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Question 1(a)
ww

Which of the following was of greater importance as a reason for the persistent resistance of the Vietcong 
to US aggression?

 (i) The Ho Chi Minh Trail

 (ii) Vietnamese nationalism

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 4 answer – 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is some analysis of the significance of both factors, 
although these are treated with some unevenness. There is some 
knowledge of the context, although support is not extensive, 
particularly on the actions of the US army, with some coverage 
of material outside of the prescribed period. A judgement is 
attempted but is limited in its scope meaning that a mark at the 
lower end of L4 was awarded. 
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Question 1(b)

‘The communist take-over of China in 1949 was due to the leadership of Mao Zedong.’ 
How far do you agree?

 [20]

Level 3 answer – 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate adopts a rather descriptive approach although 
each paragraph ends with an attempt to address the 
requirements of the question. There is relevant knowledge, 
particularly in the first half of the essay where the argument is 
more convincing. The latter part of the essay drifts a little and 
the conclusion is unconvincing. The uneven nature of the essay 
means that the question is partially addressed and so L3 was 
awarded.
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Question 2(a)

 Which of the following was of greater importance as a reason for the failure of the USA to gain support in 
Vietnam in the period from 1964 to 1967?

 (i) US bombing campaigns

 (ii) The actions of the US army

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

 [10]

Level 5 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has produced a response which is focused on 
the question and both factors are analysed and evaluated. 
There is some explanation of both the actions of the US army 
and the impact of the bombing campaigns, with the candidate 
taking an initial view in the opening paragraph. There are some 
minor errors with some material from outside the prescribed 
date range included, and this material has not been credited. In 
general terms the candidate has a stronger grasp on the actions 
of the US army than on the bombing campaigns. However there 
is analysis of the significance of both factors which goes beyond 
mere description and there is judgement. The candidate was 
awarded a L5 mark at the lower end of the range as a result. 
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Question 2(b)

 ‘Douglas MacArthur was dismissed for political reasons.’ How far do you agree?

 [20]

Level 6 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has produced a very good response to this 
particular question. It is consistently focused with detailed 
support and argument. A view is given in the introduction and 
the candidate develops their line of reasoning from there. The 
argument is clear throughout with the candidate showing that 
personal as well as military factors were significant in Macarthur’s 
dismissal. The counter argument is weighed up against this with 
a clear judgement made in the conclusion. This is a L6 response 
which was awarded 17 marks. 
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