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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1(a)

Who made the greater contribution to resistance to Apartheid in the years 1955–1978?

(i) Nelson Mandela

(ii)  Steve Biko

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]

Level 5 answer – 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response explains the role of Mandela and supports the 
argument with detailed knowledge of his career. The discussion 
is balanced, with the second paragraph considering the 
limitations of his role due to the amount of time he spent in 
prison. The argument and explanation is well focused on the 
question and is consistently explanatory. The discussion of Steve 
Biko is also explanatory and there is specific knowledge used to 
support the argument offered. Again the discussion is balanced. 
The conclusion does offer a judgement, but this is not well 
developed and prevents the answer from being placed in Level 
6. However, the consistent focus and detailed explanation does 
take the response to Level 5.
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Question 1(b)

Assess the reasons why Apartheid was developed in South Africa from 1948 onwards.   [20]

Level 2 answer – 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
The question requires the candidate to evaluate the reasons 
why apartheid was developed in the period after 1948. Answers 
should therefore weigh up a range of reasons and, at the higher 
levels, will reach a supported judgement as to the relative 
importance of a range of factors. The opening paragraph does 
not show a clear focus on the demands of the question and is 
more topic driven, with only the briefest mention of the actual 
question in the final sentence. Instead of focusing on reasons 
why legislation was introduced, the answer describes the 
measures. Although it does show good detailed knowledge, it 
is not really relevant to the specific demands of the question 
and this will limit the level it can reach. If it is to reach the higher 
levels, the response needs to ask why the legislation was passed 
not what it did. This pattern is repeated when the economic 
situation is discussed and much of the material is not linked to 
why it was introduced. 

The response then discusses the brutal reaction of the 
government, but does not use the considerable knowledge to 
explain why apartheid was introduced. The conclusion does 
suggest some reasons, but these were not really explained in 
relation to the question in the main body of the response. The 
knowledge deployed suggests that with careful reading of the 
question and planning, a sound answer to the actual question 
could have been provided. At best there is an implied answer, 
but the response is descriptive with only the briefest explanation 
as to why it was introduced with the focus on describing the 
measures. As a result, the response can reach only Level 2 
and to go higher there would need to be far greater focus on 
explaining the reasons. 
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Question 2(a)

Level 6 answer – 10 marks

Which of the following was a more significant problem for the governments of South Africa in the years 
1994–1999?

(i) HIV/Aids

(ii)  Unemployment

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear view as to which issue was more 
significant and offers some support for the claim. The problem of 
HIV/AIDS is well explained with detailed supporting knowledge 
to back up the argument. There is a clear explanation as to why 
unemployment was a more significant problem and this is 
directly compared with HIV/AIDS. The issue of unemployment is 
explained and the supporting detail is of a very high standard. 
Given the time for this question, it would be unreasonable 
to expect that this was developed further. The conclusion 
reaches a very clear and well supported judgement which 
builds on the argument in the main body of the response. The 
answer is consistently focused on the question and the level of 
explanation and supporting detail is of the highest order which 
ensures that the answer is placed at the top of Level 6.
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Question 2(b)

Level 6 answer – 20 marks

‘The rise of Black Consciousness was the most important reason for the growth in internal opposition to 
Apartheid in the years 1955–1978.’  How far do you agree?       [20]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph shows an awareness of a range of 
issues; their role is briefly considered and there is a clear view 
offered. The issue of Black Consciousness is well explained and 
there is detailed support for the explanation. However, the 
argument about its role is balanced and the answer is aware 
that it did not operate in isolation. The discussion of economic 
problems and their impact is also well supported; a direct link 
between the economic issues and Black Consciousness is made 
and a judgement about their importance further supported. 

The response also discusses the role of individuals and groups 
and, as with the other issues, these are clearly explained and 
well supported with precise, accurate and relevant detail. The 
conclusion reaches a judgement about the role and importance 
of Black Consciousness in relation to the other issues discussed 
and once again further supports the judgement reached. The 
answer is very well focused and consistently analytical with an 
excellent level of support and therefore reaches the top of Level 6. 
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Question 2(a)

Level 4 answer – 5 marks

Which of the following was a more significant problem for the governments of South Africa in the years 
1994–1999?

(i) HIV/Aids

(ii)  Unemployment

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).       [10]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view as to which issue was 
of greater significance. There is some discussion of the issue of 
unemployment, but much of the discussion is quite general 
with little detailed knowledge used to explain why the problem 
was so serious, with the only specific detail being the link to the 
crime rates. However, this is stronger than the comments on 
HIV/AIDS which is minimal and shows limited understanding of 
the issue. There is no real knowledge to support the claim about 
mortality rates or the strain on healthcare. Although there is an 
attempt at a judgement, both in the main body of the essay and 
in the conclusion, the lack of detailed knowledge, particularly 
on AIDS/HIV makes it little more than an assertion. There is an 
attempt to explain both and reach a judgement which helps 
take the response to Level 4, but to go any higher there would 
need to be far greater specific knowledge to support the claims.
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Question 2(b)

Level 4 answer – 11 marks

‘The rise of Black Consciousness was the most important reason for the growth in internal opposition to 
Apartheid in the years 1955–1978.’  How far do you agree?       [20]
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about Black Consciousness and 
the growth of internal opposition, suggesting that it was the 
events of the 1970s that were of greater importance. There is 
some explanation of the role of Black Consciousness, but there 
is also some drift into description about Sharpeville. However, 
the response does show some evaluation of its significance. 
Despite this, there is then a return to description of events and 
the role of the BCM. The answer also is very descriptive in its 
treatment of the 1950s with only some very limited analytical or 
evaluative comment made. The discussion of the 1970s is more 
explanatory and evaluative, but even here there are elements of 
description. The conclusion does not offer a sense of judgement. 
The response is placed in Level 4 because a number of issues are 
explained and there is good supporting detail, but there is also 
a considerable amount of description that prevents the answer 
from going higher. Some of the answer is less well focused on 
the actual question and therefore there is only partial focus 
which also helps to keep it in Level 4. In order to reach Level 5 
the focus on the actual question would need to be stronger; 
there would need to be far greater analysis and a judgement.
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