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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1
Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the impact of the Vikings on Ireland.
[30]

Passage A:
By the late eighth century Ireland was a centre for art, literature and learning. Despite the lack of unified
kingship the Irish elite had developed the concept of an Irish identity, based on language, culture and
religion, and defined and justified through genealogy and origin myths. It was in contrast to this that
incoming Vikings were seen as gaill, or foreigners. The Vikings continued to be seen as outsiders – the
Irish looked back to their Celtic heritage for their roots, although the Vikings have been credited with the
establishment of the major Irish towns. As is the case in England, there is actually considerable evidence for
the development of a hybrid culture in Ireland. Although many of the settlers may have shared a common
Norwegian ancestry they are unlikely to have arrived direct from Scandinavia and they were willing to
adopt aspects of Celtic culture. It is therefore often appropriate to describe them as Hiberno-Norse.
The Vikings were not the only ones who looted monasteries in Ireland. Raiding was endemic in early Christian
Ireland and there are at least 30 recorded attacks by Irish raiders prior to the first recorded Norwegian raid
on Rechru (probably Rathlin Island, County Antrim) in 795. Up to the early tenth century there is always
a clear distinction between Norse and Irish raids; thereafter the differences become blurred. The raids
followed similar pattern to those recorded in England. From the 830s isolated coastal attacks on monastic
sites give way to systematic expeditions inland by larger fleets, and the construction of fortified camps,
known as longphorts.
		

Adapted from J. D. Richards, The Vikings: A Very Short Introduction, published in 2005.

Passage B:
The Vikings did shake up the major Irish kingdoms, but no large kingdom was conquered. The territories
taken, though small, were strategic, and from the tenth century the cities were very important. The economic
changes that came in the wake of urban settlement in the second Viking Age, especially the unprecedented
growth of trade, and thus of royal income, provided the greater dynasties with the means to build up their
power dramatically and fuelled the struggle for the kingship of Ireland. The example of Athelstan and
later English kings was not lost on Ui Neill [leading Irish dynasty] or their successors, particularly since
the connections of Dublin and York ensured that the leading Irish kings followed closely the changing
fortunes of the English. The idea that there should be a kingship of Ireland, pursued with great energy in
the eleventh century, owed more to foreign example and to the economic and political changes brought
about by the Vikings than inherited concepts of power. The vigorous warfare of the kings, the use of cavalry,
fleets, fortifications and castellation, owed much to the Vikings. Above all the Vikings were enablers of
communication, ultimately the most effective agent of change in all societies. They brought Ireland into
closer political and economic contact with Britain and the mainland and with the tide of change that
flowed strongly in the eleventh century in government, church and commerce. This, in the end, was their
most important contribution.
		

Adapted from D. O’Corrain, ‘Ireland, Wales, Man and the Hebrides’ in The Oxford Illustrated History
of the Vikings, published in 1997.

4

© OCR 2018

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Level 6 answer – 30 marks
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https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66491132&PageCount=20&CanNum=5106&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 19/23

Examiner commentary
The answer establishes a clear overview of the two
Interpretations and offers a view as to which is more convincing.
Detailed and relevant knowledge is applied to Interpretation
A to establish the validity of the view it offers about the issue
in the question. There is consistent focus on the issues and
the depth of knowledge used is impressive. The response also
explains why the view offered is more convincing than that
offered by Interpretation B and again supports this with detailed
knowledge. This is thoroughly developed before the response
considers Interpretation B in detail. The answer accepts that
there are strengths to Interpretation B and once more supports
this with detailed knowledge. At the end of the analysis and
evaluation of B, the response compares it with A, developing
further the judgement. The overall judgement is well developed
and supported and is based on the argument in the main body
of the essay. The continued analysis of the two Interpretations
and the depth of knowledge used take the response into the
highest level; it would be unreasonable to expect a candidate
to develop their ideas further or show a greater depth of
knowledge at this level and in the time allowed and therefore
the response was awarded full marks.

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66491132&PageCount=20&CanNum=5106&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 20/23
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Question 1
Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the impact of the Vikings on Ireland.
[30]

Level 5 answer – 22 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph outlines the view of the two passages,
but does not then offer a view as to which is more convincing.
Knowledge is used to evaluate Passage A and this is used
to explain the strength of the Interpretation. Although the
response does comment on what is missing, this does not
dominate and the response returns to evaluating what is actually
present in the Interpretation, again using contextual knowledge
to do this. The evaluation is balanced with some recognition of
the weakness, although this could be further developed. Passage
B is also evaluated using contextual knowledge, although in
parts this is quite generalized, leading to an uneven answer,
with some parts stronger than others. The response does reach
a judgement which is supported and explains why B is the
stronger Interpretation. There is evaluation throughout, but there
are some weaker sections and this prevents it from going higher
than the lower end of Level 5. In order to go up within the level
or to reach Level 6 there would need to be more evaluation
using detailed contextual knowledge.
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Question 1
Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the impact of the Vikings on Ireland.
[30]

Level 3 answer – 15 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph outlines the views of the two passages
and puts forward a view as to which is more convincing. The
section on the provenance of the two Interpretations is not really
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66491143&PageCount=24&CanNum=5142&pbc=&URL=&Structu…
relevant and should be avoided; what is important is the use of
knowledge to test the views offered by the two Interpretations.
The response does offer an explanation of Interpretation B and
there is some contextual knowledge, but this is limited and not
developed. The response largely describes Passage A, with some
limited explanation. When knowledge is present it is often just
deployed and not really used to evaluate the validity of the two
views. The focus of the response is largely explanatory and this is
why it is placed in Level 3. The limited evaluation takes it to the
top of Level 3, but to go into Level 4 the knowledge would need
to be used and not just deployed and there would need to be
much greater analysis.

10/27

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66491143&PageCount=24&CanNum=5142&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 10/27

20

© OCR 2018

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 2
‘Scandinavian livelihood was mostly dependent on developments in shipbuilding in the period from
c.790 to 1066.’ How far do you agree?
[25]

Level 6 answer – 25 marks
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Examiner commentary

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66491132&PageCount=20&CanNum=5106&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 13/23

The response is well focused on the question throughout and
establishes a clear view in the opening paragraph. The response
ranges across the whole period and makes comparisons and
detailed explanations throughout the answer. The depth of
knowledge is impressive and the ability to make comparisons
between different periods and areas is sustained. There is
consistent analysis and a very good understanding of continuity
and change, which is seen particularly clearly in the section on
towns. Although it could be argued that the judgement could
have been further developed, the main body of the answer
is of the highest level and displays consistent synthesis and is
therefore rewarded at the top of Level 6.

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66491132&PageCount=20&CanNum=5106&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 13/23
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To what extent did the motives for Viking expeditions change in the period from c.790 to 1066?

[25]

Level 6 answer – 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening establishes a clear view about the issue in the
question. The response is able to demonstrate a very good
understanding of continuity and change across the period
and draw examples to support the argument from a wide
range of regions. The changes are explained and synthesis is
fully developed and supported, so that it is more than just a
list of places, allowing interim judgements to be reached. The
response ensures that its focus is on continuity and change. This
is seen clearly in the section on migration, where once again
the analysis and range of examples to support the argument are
most impressive and allow an interim judgement to be reached.
The response is balanced and again detailed comparisons are
made and synthesis is shown; this continues into the developed
and supported judgement. The response is of the highest
level, with synthesis and analysis throughout and therefore the
response would be placed at the top of Level 6.
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Question 3
To what extent did the motives for Viking expeditions change in the period from c.790 to 1066?

[25]

Level 5 answer – 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph shows an awareness of the different
motives, but does not offer a clear view. The response is
analytical and the arguments are well supported by detailed
knowledge. However, comparisons across the period and
between regions are not always well developed. The result is
a response that shows some synthesis, as in the section on
political motives, but at times the comparisons are limited
and more like a list rather than showing explanation of the
similarities and differences. The argument is balanced and
shows an awareness that there was also continuity in the
motives. A judgement is reached but would benefit from greater
development. The answer does display some synthesis and
therefore reaches Level 5, but to go higher there would need to
be less unevenness and grater development and explanation of
the comparisons.
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Question 3
To what extent did the motives for Viking expeditions change in the period from c.790 to 1066?

[25]

Level 3 answer – 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view that the motives changed.
However, the main body of the answer is largely descriptive and
there is no real attempt to make comparisons across the period.
The depth of knowledge is sound, but it is not used to support
an argument or show patterns of change and continuity. The
chronological approach makes it difficult to establish patterns of
change and continuity and thus access the higher levels. There is
an attempt at a judgement, but this is not developed; it appears
as little more than a balanced list and is therefore not very
convincing. The descriptive nature of the approach and limited

analysis confines the answer to Level 3. There would need to
be a greater awareness of continuity and change, which would
be achieved through more developed analysis, to reach Level
4, but the structure of the response would make this difficult to
achieve.
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To what extent did Christianisation impact on Viking religious beliefs in the period from c.790 to 1066?
[25]

Level 4 answer – 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view, but there are also signs of a lack
of focus with the comments about trade. The response does
show some explanation of the issues, but there are also sections
where knowledge is largely imparted. However, there are also
sections where there is an awareness of continuity and change
across the period, but this is not always developed. The section
on economic impacts is irrelevant and does not help to take the
argument forward. A simple judgement is reached. The response
is a mixture of analysis, explanation, description and irrelevance
with very limited evidence of comparison across the period and
therefore is seen as being mostly focused on the question. To
reach Level 5 there would need to be a more consistent focus
and analysis with evidence of synthesis across the period.
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Question 4
To what extent did Christianisation impact on Viking religious
beliefs in the period from c.790 to 1066?
Print Script
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[25]

Level 3 answer – 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers only a limited view on the issue. The
response rather lists different ways in which it impacted, but
the approach within the paragraphs is often descriptive. The
knowledge available is not used to support an argument,
although there is some explanation. There is not always focus
on the actual question; this will have an impact on the level
reached, as there is only partial focus. The response is quite
limited in coverage and support, with limited or partial focus
and therefore remains in Level 3. The argument that is present
has been rewarded, but to go higher there would need to be
a much stronger focus on the question and greater range of
knowledge.
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