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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1
Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
about developments in English government in the reign of Henry I.
[30]

Passage A:
We may wonder how much actually changed in Henry’s reign. If there was anything new about Henry’s
new men, it surely lay in the kinds of careers a few, but by no means all, pursued. It was not that justices
and sheriffs had not prospered before 1100 in royal service, it was rather that the numbers who did so had
achieved a critical mass under Henry which made them noticeable to contemporaries. There was thus a
great deal of administrative activity by growing numbers of royal officials, yet it is hard to find concrete
evidence of Henry’s personal involvement. Henry’s own approach to ruling was based on the maintenance
of tradition. He claimed to be his father’s legitimate heir, promised to restore good laws, and proclaimed
his peace. In carrying out these pledges he naturally used the apparatus and the men to hand: auditing
procedures, writs and justices; bishops as ministers; and new men. In that sense he did not seek selfconscious innovations, nor was there any drive towards rule based on a rational rather than a reactive
response. In England a long period of peaceful rule brought greater intensification of royal authority along
broad lines of development that had already been set. In 1100 royal administration was already centralised,
with channels of communication going outwards to the sheriffs through writs. But by 1135 the Norman
settlement of England was more secure and royal justice was rigorous.
		

Adapted from Judith A. Green, Henry I, published in 2009.

Passage B:
The reign of Henry I stands as the most creative in the Anglo-Norman era. With its long peace and stability,
Henry’s regime contributed much to the development of English medieval institutions: the centralising,
ever tightening control of the curia regis over the administration, and the emergence of the exchequer with
its sophisticated accounting procedures and the concentration of authority over the exchequer, judicature
and viceregencies in the hands of an elite group of skilful and loyal servants. He was solvent, perhaps
because he kept the peace and he achieved that goal not simply by developing the new administrative
machinery but by placing it firmly under the control of some twenty or thirty loyal curiales. The novelty of
his reign is to be found in the development of a new, highly effective means to achieve conventional ends.
His reign was in some sense a New Monarchy, in other, fundamental respects, it was rooted in traditional
Anglo-Saxon political institutions. It preserved the Old English system of shires, sheriffs and shire courts,
hundreds and hundred courts.
While the kingdom that Henry inherited had grown more efficient over the decades after 1066, the pace of
adaptation and invention accelerated in the years when Henry’s machine worked to centralise and stabilise
government.
		

Adapted from C. Warren Hollister, Henry I, published in 2003.
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear and explained view as to why
Interpretation B is more convincing. There is some explanation
of B, but this is more limited on A. However, the response does
then evaluate the view of Interpretation A and uses precise
own knowledge to support the argument put forward. The
response attempts to address the weakness of A and again
uses own knowledge to support the argument in a balanced
discussion. The response then explains why B is more convincing
and own knowledge is again used to support the argument
pursued, although in places this could be further developed. The
judgement explains why B is more convincing and supports the
argument with contextual knowledge. The level of analysis and
evaluation is high and this takes it into Level 6, but not at the
very top as both the opening and final paragraphs could have
been developed and there might have been a wider range of
knowledge used in evaluating B.
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66359029&PageCount=20&CanNum=2914&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
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Question 1
Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
about developments in English government in the reign of Henry I.
[30]

Level 5 answer – 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph outlines the views of the two
Interpretations and offers a view as to which is more convincing.
The approach is comparative; this makes it more difficult to
evaluate the Interpretations and reach a convincing judgement.
However knowledge is used to judge the views but the
analysis would have benefited from being clearer; this would
have helped to take the response into the next level. The
response does consistently focus on the two Interpretations
and knowledge is used throughout and in discussing the
development of institutions there is a judgement, but this would
have benefited from further development. The answer continues
to focus on the Interpretations and in the final main paragraph
the comparative approach is maintained, but again the analysis
could have been clearer. A judgement is reached, but given
some of the interim judgements this could have been further
developed and would also have helped take the response into
the next level. The use of knowledge and the analysis does
take it to Level 5 but with greater clarity it would have reached
Level 6.
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Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
about developments in English government in the reign of Henry I.
[30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening would have benefited from greater focus on
the two Interpretations and their views. However, the main
paragraphs are stronger and follow an analytical approach
with some supporting knowledge used to evaluate the issues.
The evaluation of A is quite strong and a range of issues
raised in the Interpretation are discussed and there is some
evaluation of them. Passage B is also explained and there is
some knowledge, but it is less well used and there is less depth
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66358453&PageCount=12&CanNum=4081&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
of knowledge shown when addressing the issues raised by the
second Interpretation, which helps to keep the answer in Level
5 rather than take it into Level 6. The judgement is also limited
and largely repeats the arguments put forward in the two main
paragraphs without really developing the reason why A is more
convincing. There is strong evaluation of Interpretation A but
weak evaluation of B and this unevenness takes the response
into Level 5 but given the poorly developed judgement it
remains at the lower end.
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Question 2
How far did reasons for rebellion remain the same in the period from 1066 to 1216?

[25]

Level 6 answer – 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about the issue of rebellion, but
this could have been further developed and some more precise
issues raised. The thematic approach aids the comparative
approach as is seen in the first main paragraph on the nature
of kingship and the comparison between Stephen and John.
However, there are also elements of description which will
prevent the response from reaching the very top of Level 6.
This is also seen in the section on strong government, but there
are also some strong comparative elements ranging across the
period which are rewarded and take the answer into Level 6.
There is also a weaker paragraph on rebellions at the start of the
period. The judgement is sound, but again could have been a
little more developed and nuanced. However, the synthesis and
comparison are credited and that outweighs the descriptive
sections and allows the response to reach Level 6, even if not the
very top.
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Question 2
How far did reasons for rebellion remain the same in the period from 1066 to 1216?			

[25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view, but it is not strong and the answer
does not suggest a range of possible reasons for unrest. The
chronological approach makes comparisons very difficult and
leads to a more descriptive and explanatory approach rather
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66358453&PageCount=12&CanNum=4081&pbc=&URL=&Structu…
than the comparative approach needed for the higher levels. The
response really considers only the reigns of William I, Stephen
and John, but each is treated discretely with no real attempt to
compare and even the analysis is very limited and therefore the
answer can go no higher than Level 3. There would need to be
a much stronger analytical approach if the answer was to reach
Level 4.

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66358453&PageCount=12&CanNum=4081&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 10/15
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Question 3
Assess the importance of the primacy dispute in the changing relations between the archbishops of
Canterbury and archbishops of York in the period from 1066 to 1216. 					
[25]

Level 6 answer – 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is focused on the question, is aware of a good
range of issues and offers a view in the opening paragraph. The
answer does range across the period and make comparisons
between the Anglo-Norman and Angevin periods, with detailed
examples to support the argument. The primacy dispute is
analysed and comparisons and similarities are seen across the
period, with supporting detail and a view is offered. Similarly,
comparisons are made over the personalities of the archbishops
and again a good range of examples are used and the analysis
is developed. The answer considers the relationship with the
papacy and as with the previous issues comparisons are made.
The judgement is developed and a convincing argument
is put forward which is well supported. Again there is clear
evidence of explained comparisons or synthesis. The consistent
analytical focus and detailed support, along with the high level
of synthesis, takes this into the highest level as the response sees
the question as being about the relationship and not just the
primacy. However, to get to the very top the view in the opening
paragraph would need to be stronger and the answer would
also benefit from some further developed synthesis.
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Question 4
‘The main impact of the papal reform movement on the English Church between 1066 and 1216 was its
freedom from royal control.’ How far do you agree? 							
[25]

Level 6 answer – 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view about the issue in the question and
suggests that other factors must be considered. However,
it would have been helpful if the response had defined the
Papal reform movement and it is this that will prevent it from
reaching the very top of the level. The response is analytical, it
ranges across the period and is aware of crucial changes and
turning points, all of which help to establish an awareness of
continuity and change and allow the answer to explain when
key changes took place. This approach is seen throughout the
answer and there is continual attempt to compare different
periods and explain the similarities and differences. The response
is wide ranging and also considers its impact on the relationship
between archbishops and the king, once more making
some comparisons across the period. The judgement is well
developed and supported and is consistent with the main body
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66359029&PageCount=20&CanNum=2914&pbc=&URL=&Structu…
of the response. As a result the answer reaches the highest level,
but as suggested at the start a definition would have helped
take the response to the very top of the level.
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Question 4
‘The main impact of the papal reform movement on the English Church between 1066 and 1216 was its
freedom from royal control.’ How far do you agree? 							
[25]

Level 6 answer – 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does raise a number of issues which are
discussed in the main body of the response. Comparisons are
made between different monarchs and a strong argument is
pursued with excellent supporting knowledge. This comparison
is sustained throughout the answer, although some of the
themes discussed, such as canon law would benefit from greater
depth and prevent the response from reaching the top of the
level. However, the range of the discussion has to be balanced
against the depth and it would be unfair to penalize an answer
too harshly given the time allowed for the essay and therefore
the comparative and analytical approach is rewarded highly. The
response appears to be unfinished and this also prevents it from
reaching the very top.
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[25]
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Examiner commentary
The response is heavily descriptive and simply moves from one
monarch to the next, describing relations between the king,
archbishop and papacy. There is little attempt to use the material
or knowledge to address the focus of the question and material
is imparted rather than used. This approach continues in the
discussion of Henry I and is also seen in the discussion of Becket.
The judgement does not follow from the main body of the
response. The answer is heavily descriptive with little attempt
at either explanation or analysis in relation to the question and
therefore is placed in Level 2. In order to reach Levels 3 or 4, the
answer would need to show greater explanation and analysis
and would find a thematic approach more likely to yield greater
opportunities for such an approach.
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