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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation for why the Renaissance in Venice lasted so long. [30]

Passage A
Only in Venice did the Renaissance outlast the middle of the sixteenth century. That republic was ruled 
by a closed group of aristocratic families, but scholars and artists tended to work in harmony with them, 
rather than being controlled by them as was the trend elsewhere in Italy at that time. There was also that 
necessary degree of openness to outside influences and freedom to allow for innovation. The maritime 
republic escaped foreign domination. Also the Counter-Reformation was limited in its impact there – 
this is best illustrated in the case of Veronese who was prosecuted for painting the Last Supper as an 
entertaining, lavish dinner party: he merely changed the title to The Feast in the House of Levi and all was 
well.

It was not just the more creative environment in Venice that helped to prolong the Renaissance there. The 
city’s artists also had a distinct contribution to make owing to their tradition of colore [colour], expressing 
much more through colour than through the drawing or disegno which characterised earlier Renaissance 
art. The leading artist in Venice, and indeed the European art world of his day, was Titian (1489–1576). He 
painted masterpieces right up to his death at the age of 87.

Adapted from J. Lotherington, Years of Renewal: European History 1470–1600, published in 1999.

Passage B
The most important citizens of Venice, the patricians, were intimately connected with trade. In old 
feudal societies, like England and France, it was land holding that was prestigious; commercial life was 
considered somewhat vulgar. This was far from the case in Renaissance Italy. Just as in Florence the 
leading citizens were involved in cloth manufacture and banking, so in Venice the patricians were deeply 
immersed in commercial life. 

They managed the galley convoys, they acted as governors of important trading posts in the empire, 
they controlled the warehouses, customs offices and courts which regulated trade. In short, they had a 
firm grip on the heart of the commercial life of the city and the empire. The wealth of the city of Venice 
came from trade, but that wealth went essentially to the richest of its private citizens, not to the state… 
Trade made Venetians rich and gave them employment. True, this allowed them to contribute to public 
finances, but it was their private wealth that was most significant. These individual fortunes financed 
much of the scholarly and artistic activity of the Renaissance.

Adapted from: R. Hole, Renaissance Italy (Access to History), published in 1998.
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Level 6 answer – 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer is firmly focused on the question of why the 
Renaissance in Venice lasted so long and starts by outlining the 
overall view or explanation given in the two Interpretations. 
Detailed knowledge is used to evaluate both the Interpretations 
and this knowledge is closely linked to the Interpretations so 
that the evaluation is not just implied through the use of a 
range of evaluative words. This is particularly noticeable in the 
evaluation of Interpretation A, where details about paintings 

and buildings are used. The argument is balanced with the 
response noting that in some parts B is stronger in answering 
the actual question set. A supported judgement is reached and 
the response justifies why it considers that Interpretation A is 
stronger than B. The sustained evaluation and judgement, as 
well as detailed knowledge and focus take the response into 
Level 6.
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Question 1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation for why the Renaissance in Venice lasted so long. 
 [30]

Level 4 answer – 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response explains the views of the two Interpretations in 
relation to the question, however the focus on why it lasted 
so long is not always strong and this limits the mark within 
the level. Some knowledge is used to evaluate, but again the 
link between the knowledge and the actual Interpretations is 
less strong and this further limits the response. The depth and 
even quantity of knowledge used is limited, and at times quite 
general. There is some argument and a limited judgement, but 
this is not always developed, however it is the lack of knowledge 
that is used to evaluate that keep the response at the lower end 
of the level.
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Question 1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation for why the Renaissance in Venice lasted so long. 
 [30]

Level 2 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response does attempt to explain the views offered in the 
two Interpretations, but this is not clearly linked to the actual 
question of why the Venetian Renaissance lasted so long. There 
is some knowledge but it is deployed rather than used, and 
evidence of evaluative words linking any knowledge to the 
actual Interpretations is mostly absent. Neither Interpretation is 
fully examined and there is drift away from the Interpretations 
towards a more general answer. This question does require the 
Interpretations to be the focus or driving force of the response, 
with own knowledge closely linked by evaluative words to the 
Interpretations if higher level marks are to be achieved.
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Question 2

‘Warfare had a greater impact on the development of the Renaissance than the Renaissance did on 
warfare in the period from 1400 to 1600.’ How far do you agree?
 [25]

Level 4 answer – 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view about the impact of 
the Renaissance on Warfare and Warfare on the Renaissance, 
although it is not developed. The response is largely structured 
round a series of examples which are explained and analysed 
in relation to the question, but this structure makes it very 
difficult for there to be comparisons between regions, wars or 
different parts of the period and thus prevents the response 
from showing the higher level skill of synthesis. However, 

the examples discussed are well explained in relation to the 
question, but there is a lack of awareness of continuity and 
change. The structure is repeated for the section dealing with 
the impact of the Renaissance on warfare, where a list-like 
approach is followed. A limited judgement is reached at the end. 
Although the response is focused on the question it does not 
show any explained comparison – synthesis – across the period 
and therefore cannot go higher than Level 4.
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Question 2

‘Warfare had a greater impact on the development of the Renaissance than the Renaissance did on 
warfare in the period from 1400 to 1600.’ How far do you agree?
 [25]

Level 3 answer – 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer the view that the Renaissance 
had a greater impact on warfare and there is some support 
to support the claim. The response discusses issues such 
as gunpowder, but it is unclear how this impacted on the 
Renaissance, with some very simplistic comments made. This 
is really the only point made about the impact of warfare on 
the Renaissance. The response then discusses the impact of 
the Renaissance on warfare and there is some support, with 
reference to Machiavelli, however much of this is description 
rather than analysis in relation to the question. There is also 
some attempt to explain how the Renaissance impacted military 
design, but this is also quite basic. The attempted judgement is 
little more than a repeat of the points made about the impact 
of the Renaissance on warfare. The answer is placed in Level 3 
because there is some explanation, but the limited range means 
that it cannot reach Level 4
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Question 3

How far did the Renaissance threaten the Catholic Church in the years from 1400 to 1600? 
 [25]

Level 5 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response starts with a clear view and identifies the themes 
that will be discussed in the answer. There is an awareness 
of continuity across the period in the first paragraph about 
religion as a subject matter for art and this is used to support 
an argument. The next paragraph however tends to rather list a 
series of examples and there is no real comparison or synthesis. 
The third issue discussed provides a balanced argument and 
again shows some limited evidence of continuity and change 
which is explained. This is continued in the discussion of 
classical influence, with detailed examples provided and balance 
between it being and not being a threat. There is also a detailed 
and balanced discussion of political issues, with appropriately 

chosen examples to support this. A judgement is reached which 
is based on the main body of the essay. Overall there is some 
limited comparison across the period, which is explained – 
synthesis – and therefore this takes the answer into Level 5, but 
at the lower end, as it is not developed. 
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Question 4

‘Humanism was the main influence on the artistic developments of the Renaissance from 1400 to 1600.’ 
How far do you agree? 
 [25]

Level 5 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a limited view about 
the importance of humanism in the development of the 
Renaissance, but it is not developed. Although it appears to be 
largely an explained list, there is some awareness of change and 
continuity within the paragraphs. There is also some limited 
attempt to assess the role of the factors rather than just provide 
a list, although as with the comparison this is not developed 
which is why the answer is placed at the lower end of Level 5. 
The judgement is not developed, but the argument in the main 
body of the response is supported. 
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Question 4

‘Humanism was the main influence on the artistic developments of the Renaissance from 1400 to 1600.’ 
How far do you agree? 
 [25]

Level 5 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph offers a clear view as to the most 
important factor and provides a brief justification for it. The 
importance of the named factor is explained and there is some 
attempt to show that the influence of humanism continued 
across the period, with some attempt to differentiate its impact 
on literature and art. In discussing competition between artists, 
the response does show some limited comparative evaluation of 
factors, which helps to take the answer from Level 4 into Level 5. 
The response also explains the importance of patronage across 

the period, further evidence of continuity. Wealth is seen as the 
most important factor and the response does try and make 
a case for this factor, but there is no real comparison with the 
other factors discussed which limits where the response can be 
placed in Level 5. The conclusion does again show some limited 
comparison and this, along with some limited awareness of 
continuity and change takes the response into Level 5, but at the 
lower end. 
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Question 4

‘Humanism was the main influence on the artistic developments of the Renaissance from 1400 to 1600.’ 
How far do you agree? 
 [25]

Level 4 answer – 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a limited view about 
the importance of humanism in the development of the 
Renaissance. A range of factors are discussed with sound 
support, which is why the essay was placed in Level 4. However, 
attempts at comparison and explanation of continuity and 
change across the period is very limited. The focus of the 
response is on explanation, with very limited comments about 
the continuity in the factors discussed and where there are 
examples they are usually just listed. There is some hint of a 
comparison in the discussion of the importance of war, but 
this is not sustained in other paragraphs and therefore further 
justifying the reason the response remained in Level 4. The 
judgement does support the main body of the essay but is not 
developed. 
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