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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

Read the two passages and then answer question 1.

1  Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more 
 convincing as an explanation for the causes of the St Bartholomew’s Day Massacre of 1572.  [30]

Passage A

As the weeks of peace passed, the Queen Mother came to view with alarm Coligny’s growing influence 
at Court, the more so in the light of her obsessive fear of Spanish arms. She also resented the personal 
arrogance of the Huguenot leader, who was reported as advising the King to liberate himself from her 
tutelage.* Though Catherine had so often been compelled to work with the Guise, her attitude had [so far] 
deserved respect because she had sincerely aimed at the restoration of national unity and order under the 
crown. Yet in August 1572 she determined to take a short cut and plotted with Anjou and Henry of Guise to 
assassinate Coligny amid the festivities surrounding the marriage of her daughter Margaret with the young 
Henry of Navarre. In the event, Coligny was merely wounded, and the conspirators decided, probably on 
the spur of the moment, to cover their traces by organising a greater crime and committing the nation to a 
new war against the Protestants. Inventing the Huguenot plot, they prevailed upon the hysterical King to 
authorise a general attack upon the Huguenot leaders assembled for the wedding. On the fatal day, August 
24th, Henry of Guise personally supervised the killing of Coligny while the Paris mob, completely out of 
hand, butchered a thousand or more victims.

*Tutelage = guidance/instruction

Adapted from A.G. Dickens, The Age of Humanism and Reformation, published in 1977.

Passage B

“The series of massacres that took place throughout France in August and September were not the produce 
of a pre-meditated Royal scheme to exterminate the Huguenots. Even when Charles IX succumbed to his 
mother’s brow beating on the night of August 23rd and ordered the murder of the leading Protestant 
noblemen gathered at court for the marriage, he neither expected nor desired the general massacre which 
subsequently ensued. The King’s orders for a selective strike were distorted into a call for a general massacre 
by ultra-Catholic elements at Court, and in Parisienne municipal government. What developed in Paris, 
and then spread to a dozen provincial cities, were mass religious riots essentially similar in motivation 
to the numerous disorders which had already punctured the country’s tranquillity, albeit of far greater 
proportions…

The city authorities managed to retain order within Rouen for almost four weeks following the massacre 
in Paris. What finally broke this calm and touched off the local massacre on 17th September?... All that is 
known for sure is that on that day Catholic zealots* gained control of the city, locked the gates to prevent 
Calvinists from escaping, broke into the jail where they were being detained, and systematicall butchered 
them… The mob then gave itself over to its organised campaign of looting and violence which lasted for 
four days.”

*Zealots = extremists

Adapted from P. Benedict, Rouen During the Wars of Religion, published in 1981.
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Level 4 – 17 mark answer
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Examiner commentary
The opening is brief, but does offer a view as to which passage 
is more convincing, although this is not developed. The view 
of A is explained and some knowledge is used to evaluate the 
interpretation, but this and the evaluation are not always fully 
developed. The response then tends to become descriptive, 
with the knowledge not being used to test the view offered and 
the answer shows signs of unevenness. This unevenness is even 
more apparent in the treatment of B, which is dealt with in a very 
cursory manner, with limited knowledge used to test the view 
and with few elements in the actual passage being considered. 
The judgement is similarly brief. The answer does reach Level 
5 as there is evaluation of both passages and there is a limited 
judgement, but it is very much on the cusp of Level 4 and would 
need much greater evaluation of B to go any higher.
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Level 3 answer – 14 marks

Question 1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation for the causes of the St Bartholomew’s Day Massacre of 1572.  [30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph outlines the view of the two 
Interpretations, suggesting that each puts forward the view 
that different individuals were responsible for the massacre. The 
response then explains in more detail the view of Passage A and 
describes some of the issues raised by the Interpretation, but any 
comments about the validity are quite simplistic, such as correct 
dates. Although the response uses a number of evaluative 
words there is no real knowledge used to support the claims, 
with only the briefest reference to the marriage at the end. 
The response goes into some depth as to what is missing from 
the Interpretation, but this will not receive credit as responses 
should really focus on what is there and evaluate that. The 
answer then explains the view of Passage B and again, although 
evaluative words are used, there is no real knowledge to support 
the claims made and the treatment of Passage B is rather brief. 
The judgement is not well supported because of the lack of 
knowledge that has been used and as a result is less convincing. 
The response largely explains the two Interpretations and 
therefore is placed in Level 3. To reach Level 4 it would need to 
bring in contextual knowledge to support the evaluative words 
used.
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Level 2 answer - 10 marks

Question 1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation for the causes of the St Bartholomew’s Day Massacre of 1572.  [30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening, which discusses A, is quite detailed in its 
explanation of the view offered. However, the response soon 
becomes very descriptive and does not attempt to link the 
material to the actual passage under discussion, with knowledge 
being imparted rather than used. There is some limited 
explanation of the view offered in A, but any knowledge is 
usually illustrative and not used to test the view in the passage. 
The response does briefly explain the view of B, but the view 
offered is not tested and the explanation is superficial and not 
developed. The judgement is very basic and relies on simplistic 
comments. The weak explanation of both passages prevents the 
answer from reaching Level 3, whilst the descriptive deployment 
of knowledge confirms that the answer should reach Level 
2. In order to go higher there would need to be far greater 
explanation of both passages.
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Level 6 answer - 25 marks

Question 2

‘There was greater similarity than difference in the impact of the Catholic Reformation in different parts of 
Europe from 1492 to 1610.’ How far do you agree? [25]
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Examiner commentary
A clear view is offered and some of the issues to be discussed are 
raised in a well-focused opening. In dealing with discipline there 
is clear explanation and comparison with detailed supporting 
knowledge to back up the argument. The response ranges 
across states and draws comparisons of similarity and difference 
between them, allowing a high level of synthesis to be shown. 
This pattern is repeated in the treatment of education, with 
similarities and differences explored across a range of states. This 
comparative approach continues with the treatment of heresy 
and again the examples used a wide ranging. Although the 
judgement is quite brief the response has shown a high level of 
synthesis and explanation of similarities and differences and is 
therefore placed at the top of Level 6. 
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Level 3 answer - 9 marks

Question 2

‘There was greater similarity than difference in the impact of the Catholic Reformation in different parts of 
Europe from 1492 to 1610.’ How far do you agree? [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph is quite simplistic and does not offer a 
view about the question. The answer is very descriptive of the 
changes that took place in various states across Europe, with 
no attempt to compare their experiences to show similarities 
or differences. The state by state approach makes comparisons 
very difficult. The depth of knowledge displayed about each 
state is also quite general and limited. However, there is some 
explanation, albeit very limited of the experiences of each state 
and this takes the response to the bottom of Level 3, but to go 
higher there would need to be more supporting knowledge and 
much greater explanation.
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Question 3

‘Popes were more significant than any other individuals in the leadership of the Catholic Reformation in 
the years from 1492 to 1610.’ How far do you agree? [25]

Level 5 answer – 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about the role of Popes and 
also suggests that the role of Loyola was important in the fight 
against heresy, suggesting much depends on the issue that is 
being considered. The approach is thematic and in discussing 
doctrine the role of different Popes is compared and explained. 
The answer also considers the role of secular leaders in dealing 
with discipline and some comparison between their importance 
and that of Popes is made. This allows a supported judgement 
to be reached. A similar approach is seen in discussing discipline, 
with the role of a variety of Popes explained and comparisons 
made. Other individuals are considered but there is no real 
comparison between them and Popes, although a judgement 
is reached. In discussing the fight against heresy the role of 
individual Popes is weighed up against Loyola, but there is no 
real judgement. The overall judgement is not fully developed 
and this, along with the need for further development of 
comparisons between the Popes and other individuals, keeps 
the answer in Level 5 rather than it being placed in Level 6.
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Question 3

‘Popes were more significant than any other individuals in the leadership of the Catholic Reformation in 
the years from 1492 to 1610.’ How far do you agree? [25]

Level 5 answer - 18 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view about the focus of 
the question and argues that in the earlier part of the period 
the Popes played a minor role, focusing instead on military 
issues but this changed later in the period. The response also 
suggests that other individuals were more important in the early 
period, again showing some awareness of change over time. 
These ideas are then developed in the main body of the essay 
with a good range of supporting detail. The role of humanists is 
compared with the early Papacy to provide a strong contrast and 
evidence of synthesis. This approach is repeated by comparing 
the leadership of the New Orders in the early period with the 
Papacy, providing a further opportunity for synthesis. The role of 

the Papacy in the later period is then contrasted with the earlier 
role and again there is good support, although the synthesis in 
this part is limited. The judgement is sound and based on the 
main body of the response. The answer reaches Level 5 because 
there is some synthesis, but this would need to be stronger, 
particularly in the latter part of the essay to reach Level 6. 
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Level 3 answer – 12 marks

Question 3

‘Popes were more significant than any other individuals in the leadership of the Catholic Reformation in 
the years from 1492 to 1610.’ How far do you agree? [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view and some evidence is provided 
to support it. As with the previous answer, the response does 
not take a thematic approach and instead deals with individuals 
separately, once again making any attempt at comparison very 
difficult. The supporting knowledge is also quite generalized, 
but there is more of an attempt than in the previous question 
to adopt an explanatory approach. The response also suggests 
that there was a change with individual being more important 
than Popes at the start, but their importance reversed as the 

period progressed. The attempt at explanation and argument 
takes the response to the top of Level 3, but the lack of detailed 
knowledge limits the argument and prevents it from going into 
Level 4. 
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Level 3 answer - 11 marks

Question 4

To what extent was the Inquisition the major factor in the strengthening of the Catholic Church in the 
years from 1492 to 1610?           [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph does offer a view about the role of 
the Inquisition, seeing it as limited and suggests that the New 
Orders, particularly the Jesuits were more significant. The role of 
these orders, particularly the Jesuits, is explained but there is no 
comparative evaluation with the Inquisition. In discussing the 
role of propaganda the response becomes more generalized 
and again there is no comparison. The response then considers 
the role of the Papacy, but rather briefly and quite generally. 
There is no real consideration of the Inquisition other than in 
the opening paragraph which does limit the level that can be 
achieved and prevents the response from reaching Level 4. There 
does need to be a paragraph considering the Inquisition, as well 
as discussion of other factors if Level 4 is to be considered. The 

judgement also misses the opportunity to weigh up the other 
issues against the Inquisition. The explanation of the other issues 
takes the answer to Level 3, but there would need to be more on 
the Inquisition to be higher. 
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