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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1
Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of why the Ottomans won the Battle of Mohacs in 1526.
[30]

Passage A
It is next to impossible to assess the situation at Mohacs in 1526 correctly. When approaching from the
point of view of the Ottoman chronicles, it seems that the Hungarian troops were defeated at both flanks,
but then concentrated all their strength and launched a last desperate attack against the court guards
of Suleiman in the centre of the Ottoman order of battle. The report of a Bohemian eyewitness, however,
indicates that the Hungarian commanders might have reached the conclusion that Ottoman cavalry had
been put to flight at both flanks and so an attack against the centre could have been launched, which might
have decided the battle for the Hungarians had it met with success. This charge of the heavy cavalry must
have been partly successful, as certain sources give account of the breakthrough of the line of janissaries
defending the Sultan. However, Suleiman did not attempt to flee and there were so few cavalrymen that
reached near him that he was not killed. Neither was the order and fighting morale of the Ottoman troops
shaken. After this event, Turkish superiority dominated the battlefield. Owing to the increasing number
of casualties, the Hungarian army, which had been smaller right from the beginning, ceased to represent
considerable power anymore. Its remaining segments were surrounded and eliminated by the Ottomans.
It is hard to judge the real significance of the often-mentioned Ottoman firearms. Had the military of King
Louis II not been inexperienced, the great number of Turkish cannons, per se, would not have considerably
influenced the outcome of the battle. The failure of the Hungarian attacks against the Ottoman infantry
that defended the fortified artillery positions at the Turkish left flank was not a result of the modernity of
Ottoman military technology. This type of defence could be just as much effective when there were only
bow men or crossbow archers in the positions. It should not be ignored either that some of the janissaries
were still equipped with bows or halberds and shields.
		

Adapted from J. B. Szabo, The Battle of Mohacs and the Military Revolution, published in 2006
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Passage B
On the field of battle the more astute among the Hungarian commanders counselled a strategic retreat
in the direction of Buda, luring the Turks to follow them and thus lengthen their lines of communication,
moreover benefitting in the process by reinforcements from the army of Zapolya, now only a few days
distant, and from a Bohemian contingent already on the western frontier. But the majority of the Hungarians
were overconfident and impatient and cherished dreams of instant martial glory. Led by the belligerent
Magyar nobility, who were at once distrustful of the King and jealous of Zapolya, they clamoured for an
immediate battle, taking the offensive on the spot. Their counsels prevailed and it was fought on a marshy,
six mile plain to the west of the Danube, ground chosen to give scope to the Hungarian cavalry but giving
it likewise to the superior and more numerous cavalry of the Turks.
Impatient in tactics as in strategy, the Hungarians opened the battle with a needless head-on charge of
their heavily-armed cavalry, led by King Louis himself and directed right at the centre of the Turkish line.
When this appeared to succeed it was quickly followed by a general advance of all the Hungarian forces. But
the Turks hoping thus to deceive their enemy and lead him on to destruction, had planned the defence in
depth, placing its main line farther to the rear, with a hillside at the back of it. Thus presently the Hungarian
cavalry, still galloping forward, came up against the hard core of the Janissaries grouped around the Sultan
and his standard. There were furious hand-to-hand fights, and Suleiman himself was at one moment
in danger, from arrows and lances that struck his cuirass [armour]. But the far superior Turkish artillery,
carefully concentrated and skilfully handled as usual, decided the issue. It mowed the Hungarians down in
their thousands and enabled the Turks to encircle and break the concentration of Hungarian troops in the
centre, slaughtering and scattering the enemy until survivors were fleeing in total disorder to north and to
east. Thus within an hour and a half the battle was won.
		

Adapted from Lord Kinross, The Ottoman Centuries: The Rise and Fall of the Turkish Empire,
published in 1977.
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides a brief overview of the views of the
two interpretations before offering a view as to which is
more convincing. Interpretation A is explained in detail
and knowledge is used to evaluate the interpretation. The
knowledge is detailed and the evaluation and quality of analysis
is strong. However, the judgement about the interpretation
is less well developed and this will limit the mark awarded.
Interpretation B is also thoroughly explained and some
knowledge is used to evaluate the interpretation, however the
depth is less strong than that applied to Interpretation A. As
with A, the interim judgement is also quite limited. However,
the overall judgement is more developed and the argument is
quite strong, helping take the response into Level 6. In order to
reach the very top the interim judgements would need further
development and there would need to be greater evaluation of
Interpretation B.
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Question 1
Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
Print Script
as an explanation of why the Ottomans won the Battle
of Mohacs in 1526.
[30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening sets the issue in context and then provides
an overview of the two interpretations, suggesting that
Interpretation B is more convincing. Interpretation A is further
explained and some detailed knowledge is used to evaluate
the view in a paragraph of sustained analysis. The evaluation
is balanced, with an awareness of the limitations, particularly
with regards to firearms and their impact. This allows a balanced
judgement to be reached. Interpretation B is similarly explained
and once again some knowledge is used to evaluate the
interpretation. There is some recognition of the limitations of
the interpretation. However, the depth of knowledge is rather
limited and although the evaluation and judgement are quite
strong this prevents the response from reaching the top of Level
6. In order to go higher, the judgement would require further
development and, in places, there would need to be greater
depth of knowledge to support the analysis.
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Question 1
Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of why the Ottomans won the Battle of Mohacs in 1526.
[30]
9/7/2017

Print Script
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides an overview of the two interpretations
and the response does offer a view as to which is more
convincing. The response focuses on explaining the two
interpretations. In discussing Interpretation A there is little
evidence of knowledge being used to evaluate the view of the
Passage, although the explanation is quite thorough. Where
knowledge is used it is not developed, which would be a
requirement for the response to reach Level 4. A judgement
about A is reached but this is not developed. Similarly, in
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66510346&PageCount=24&CanNum=2090&pbc=&URL=&Str…
discussing Interpretation B the focus is on explanation and the
knowledge that is present is limited and not well developed. The
response fails to reach an overall supported judgement, which
would be essential for the response to go higher in the mark
range. However, the explanation is strong enough for Level 3
but there needs to be much more application of knowledge to
evaluate the two interpretations if the response is to reach Level
4.
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Question 2
‘The main reason for Ottoman imperial expansion in
the period from 1453 to 1606 was
Print Script
to develop trade in the Levant.’ How far do you agree?

9/7/2017

[25]

Level 6 answer – 24 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening places the expansion in context and outlines some
of the motives for the expansion, putting forward a clear thesis.
The issue of religion is thoroughly explained and a sense of
continuity is made clear, with evidence of some synthesis across
the period. The response is also aware of changes in the motives
and is able to make explained comparisons with a good range of
precise examples to support the argument. The analysis is strong
and there is an impressive range of examples used to support it.
There is balance to the argument, with some discussion of the
role of religion in the war with the Safavids and agreements with
France. The role of politics is also discussed and there is some
consideration of the Habsburg conflict, although this could be
developed further. The judgement is sound and there is some
attempt to weigh up the relative importance of factors. The
level of synthesis and explained comparison takes the response
into Level 6 and the quality and balance of the analysis takes it
towards the top, but further discussion of political factors would
have taken it to the very top.

27

© OCR 2018

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 2
‘The main reason for Ottoman imperial expansion in the period from 1453 to 1606 was
to develop trade in the Levant.’ How far do you agree? Print Script
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Examiner commentary
The response is aware of a variety of issues and the opening
also shows an ability to reach across the period using a range
of examples. The opening also offers a clear view about the
reasons for expansion and this is developed in the main body
of the essay. The response shows a good level of understanding
of continuity and change which is supported by precise
examples from across the period and different geographical
areas and this leads to a supported judgement. The expansion
into the Levant is explained and the motives are contrasted
with economic reasons, again leading to a judgement. Further
issues, such as political reasons, are explained and comparisons
are made geographically and there is evidence of comparative
evaluation of factors which helps to take the response into the
highest level. This allows a developed and supported judgement
to be reached. However, although the response reaches
Level 6, it does not go to the very top as some comparisons
in the paragraph on the Levant would benefit from greater
development and there would need to be further evidence of
synthesis there.
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Question 3
How
9/7/2017

effective was the system of Ottoman provincial
administration
in maintaining peace
Print
Script
and stability in the Empire in the period from 1453 to 1606?

[25]

Level 5 answer – 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph is aware of a number of issues and
does offer a balanced view, with some support, about the
question. Issues are well explained and the focus is analytical
but although there is some comparison across the period, this
is not always developed. However there is some evidence of
change and continuity across the period. Although the focus
is explanatory and analytical, with a good range of issues
examined, there would need to be greater awareness and
evidence of change and continuity throughout the answer if it
was to reach Level 6. There is some synthesis at the start of the
response and in the section on the extra booklet, but this is not
sustained throughout the response and therefore the answer
remains in Level 5. To reach Level 6 there would need to be less
unevenness.
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Question 3
How
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effective was the system of Ottoman provincial
administration
in maintaining peace
Print
Script
and stability in the Empire in the period from 1453 to 1606?
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Level 5 answer – 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is aware of a number of issues and offers a view
about each in the opening in terms of ‘effective’. The issues are
thoroughly explained, but there is only limited comparison
across the period or regions and this limits the final mark
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66498097&PageCount=36&CanNum=2170&pbc=&URL=&St…
awarded. Issues of continuity and change are raised in each
section, but they are not developed or the focus of the response.
The level of supporting knowledge and quality of explanation
is good and the evidence of some awareness of continuity and
change does take the response to Level 5, but this would need
to be more dominant if the answer was to go higher.
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Question 3
How effective was the system of Ottoman provincial administration in maintaining peace
Print Script
and stability in the Empire in the period from 1453 to 1606?
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Examiner commentary
The opening does explain the Ottoman provincial system and
does offer a limited view about the issue. The response is a
mixture of explanation, description and some limited awareness
of continuity and change; as a result the ‘best fit’ is Level 3. The
comments about continuity and change are not sufficiently
well developed for the response to reach Level 4 and the drift
from the question and some less well developed points reaffirm
the justification for the response being placed in Level 3. The
mixture of description and explanation is present throughout
the response. The judgement at the end is limited which again
reinforces the decision to keep the response in Level 3. The
structure of the response is also quite weak and this further limits
its quality. In order to reach Level 4 the quality of analysis would
need to be more developed and the structure of the response
stronger.
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Question 4
‘The Siege of Vienna (1529) was the most important turning point in the Ottoman
expansion in Europe from 1453 to 1606.’ How far do you
agree?
9/7/2017
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Script 						
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Examiner commentary
The opening raises a range of issues and does offer an
undeveloped view about the question. The structure of the
response does make it difficult for comparisons to be made.
There is some limited awareness of continuity and change but
this is not developed. However, the explanation of Vienna is
quite thorough and this is seen again in the discussion of Malta.
The response is narrow in its focus but the explanation is strong
- this takes it into Level 4. However, the lack of synthesis and
explained comparison prevents it from going higher and there
would need to be a wider range of issues discussed for it to go
higher in this level.
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