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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1
Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is
more convincing as an explanation of the impact of the construction of the Palace of Versailles.

[30]

Passage A
There is a strong case for arguing that Versailles helped to widen the divisions in French society during
Louis XIV’s reign. By isolating the King, his ministers and his courtiers from the nation, Versailles significantly
contributed to this process. It is indeed both illustration and cause of increasing social and economic
inequality.
However, the traditional picture of the first two estates living a life of pointless futility at Versailles has to
be revised. The nobles were far more involved in the real world than used to be appreciated, sharing real
power and real profits with the King and his ministers. Meanwhile, the clergy encouraged the less privileged
members of society to accept meekly the gross inequalities which Versailles represented and the dominant
role of the King and of the first two estates.
Perhaps the chief contribution of Versailles to the social stability of the reign was propaganda. For the image
of sacred, centralised absolutism which emanated from Versailles was partly based on fact, but partly on
media manipulation. There was a real element here not only of clever presentation but also of pretence. It is
significant how Louis himself was obsessed with appearances, with creating the right impression. So which
sectors of French society was Louis trying to impress? Undoubtedly the people who mattered. In practice
this meant the nobility of the robe. Louis was happy for such people to admire him from afar, provided they
did not damage his gardens. However, the real audience at whom the reign’s cultural offensive was targeted
was the aristocracy. By their imitation of the Sun King, the nobles showed how much they admired him, how
effective the media campaign was. Versailles eloquently represents both an ideal and an evasion. The ideal
was a conservative Catholic society dominated by an absolute monarchy. It was by no means an absurd or
an ignoble ideal. However, Louis XIV’s version of this ideal involved an evasion, a deliberate turning away
from the imperfections of French society. Instead of trying to effect changes or improvements, Louis and
his ministers chose rather to glorify, glamorise and misrepresent the status quo.
		

Adapted from Richard Wilkinson, Louis XIV, France and Europe 1661–1715, published in 2002.
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Passage B
In style and conception Versailles was part of a vast project to exploit arts in the service of the King. The
buildings and gardens created a classical world, illustrated and reinforced by painting and sculpture, in
which a certain image of royalty was projected. Great emphasis was put on the virtue and power of the
King, and transmitted the memory of his exploits to future generations. In fact, without this memory there
could be no true grandeur. This was not a new conception; what is new about the artistic patronage of Louis
XIV is its scale, for Versailles is distinguished by its gigantic proportions. The display of power could therefore
take place in theatrical surroundings that were designed to overawe the spectator. This courtly grandeur
should be seen as a vital aspect of Louis’ baroque state, as display, representation and pageant created an
aura of power. The court of Versailles was at the centre of the governing system, the meeting point for King,
courtiers, ministers, ambassadors and deputations from the provinces. It also reflects a move by king and
court from Paris, that turbulent capital, where the Louvre stirred unpleasant memories for Louis as well as
presenting aesthetic problems of remodelling and joining up the Tuileries, because of its awkward angled
ground plan. Versailles was a place of unparalleled grandeur befitting a king obsessed with his gloire; the
fact of its construction in a marshy valley only emphasised his power.
		

Adapted from Peter Campbell, Louis XIV, published in 1993.
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Level 6 answer – 30 marks
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Examiner commentary

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66388350&PageCount=16&CanNum=3040&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 17/19

The opening paragraph offers a view about the impact of the
construction of Versailles and provides a very brief summary
of the two interpretations. There is a good range of contextual
knowledge used to evaluate Interpretation A and the argument
is evaluated in a balanced way. The evaluation is thoroughly
developed and a range of issues raised by the interpretation
are considered. The response does see some similarity between
the two interpretations and this is also evaluated. Similarly,
Interpretation B is evaluated and the view offered is challenged
using detailed contextual knowledge. The discussion of the issue
of power created by Versailles is well handled and is balanced.
The evaluation allows a sustained judgement to be reached
and this is well supported. The thorough evaluation of both
interpretations with detailed knowledge takes the answer into
Level 6 and the balanced discussion and judgement ensures it
goes to the top of the level.
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Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is
more convincing as an explanation of the impact of the construction of the Palace of Versailles.

[30]

Level 6 answer – 28 marks

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66490970&PageCount=16&CanNum=1522&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
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Examiner commentary
The opening describes the views of the two interpretations,
but does not offer an opinion as to which is more convincing.
However, the response then evaluates Interpretation A using
detailed knowledge which is clearly and strongly linked back
to the interpretation. The argument is strong and the depth
and range of knowledge used is impressive, with the focus
constantly on the actual question, with awareness also shown
of some of the limitations. This is repeated in the evaluation of
Interpretation B, where once again a good range of detailed
knowledge is used. The evaluation is balanced and the response
is aware of the limitations.
There is a judgement, but this would benefit from greater
development as to which interpretation is more convincing.
The very thorough and balanced evaluation ensures that the
response reaches the top level, but to go to the very top the final
judgement would need to be developed.
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Question 1
Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is
more convincing as an explanation of the impact of the construction of the Palace of Versailles.

[30]

Level 3 answer – 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66491876&PageCount=24&CanNum=7168&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 26/27

The opening attempts to place Versailles in context and does
offer an overview of the two interpretations. There is some
general knowledge applied to the interpretations, but to be
convincing this needs to be more detailed and precise. Much
of the response focuses on explanation and the contextual
knowledge is not always used to evaluate but is deployed. The
focus is mostly explanation and this limits the level that can be
achieved. Interpretation B is clearly explained, although there
are parts where the response becomes more descriptive in its
approach. As with Interpretation A, where there are attempts
at evaluation the contextual knowledge is generalized and the
evaluation therefore is not convincing. The judgement is also
quite limited and very general, reinforcing the impression given
by the rest of the response. There is some knowledge from
outside the interpretations, but the focus is largely explanation
and this confines the answer to Level 3. To go higher, there
would need to be greater evidence of evaluation using greater
depth of knowledge.
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How far did religious developments hinder the power of the French monarchy in the period from 1610 to
1715?
[25]

Level 5 answer – 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a balanced view that religious
developments hindered the development of the French
monarchy in the period in terms of image and the economy,
but not in terms of creating one king, one law, one faith. The
response adopts a thematic approach and there is evidence
of the answer demonstrating an awareness of change and
continuity across the period. The issues are well explained and
there is some comparison between Louis XIII and Louis XIV.
However, the opening paragraph does not reach a judgement
about the issue. There is some discussion on the impact on the
economy, but some of the support is rather general, although
again there is awareness of change and continuity. In terms of
the impact on society and the power of the king, the answer
is again rather general and this leads to an overall conclusion
that is not well developed. The answer shows an awareness of
change and continuity which takes it into Level 5, but to reach
Level 6 there would need to be a far greater sense of synthesis
and comparison between the two monarchs.
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Question 2
How far did religious developments hinder the power of the French monarchy in the period from 1610 to
1715?
[25]

Level 4 answer – 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does raise a number of issues and puts forward
the view that religious developments did hinder the power
of the French monarchy. The issues of the Huguenots are well
explained and there is an argument, but little evidence of
comparison across the period and only limited consideration
of change and continuity. The response tends to be rather
chronological in its approach and this limits the comparative
element to the answer. The dispute between the monarch and
the papacy over the power of the Gallican church is discussed
but the approach is less analytical and there are passages of
description. Jansenism is also explained but this is not well
developed and again there is little evidence of synthesis. The
final conclusion does not always follow from the opening as it
suggests that religious developments helped to increase the
power of the monarch. The response is focused on the question,
but there is very little awareness of change and continuity.
The level of explanation takes the answer into Level 4, but to
go higher there would need to be a far greater emphasis on
comparison.
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Question 2
How far did religious developments hinder the power of the French monarchy in the period from 1610 to
1715?
[25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view, but there is some drift from
the actual focus of religious developments. The impact of the
Huguenots is examined and there is some awareness of change
during the period, particularly during the 1620s. The paragraph
becomes stronger towards the end and there is some evidence
of limited synthesis. However, the response then drifts and
devotes the rest of the answer to foreign policy, ignoring issues
such as the power of the Church and Jansenism. The answer
therefore loses focus after a sound start and this limits the
response to the lower end of Level 4, placed there because of
the synthesis, but without that it would have been in Level 3
because of only partial focus. In order to go higher there needed
to be much more focus on religious developments.
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Question 3
‘Throughout the period from 1610 to 1715 unrest was not a serious threat to the power of the monarch.’
How far do you agree?
[25]

Level 3 answer – 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is brief and does not really offer a view about the
issue in the question. There is some explanation of the unrest
throughout the period, but the analysis of the threat is limited.
Some of the explanation is quite general and the answer does
need greater depth and focus on the issue of threat. There are
attempts to argue, but much of it is little more than assertion
and material is not always well linked to the actual question set.
The response does explain some of the unrest, but comments
about the actual threat are very limited and it is this which keeps
the response in Level 3. In order to reach Level 4 there would
need to be a far stronger focus on the actual question and more
discussion of the issue of threat.
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Question 4
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‘The Treaty of Westphalia was the most important turning point in the development of France as an
international power.’ How far do you agree?
[25]

Level 5 answer – 19 marks

8/7/2017

Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66388350&PageCount=16&CanNum=3040&pbc=&URL=&Structur…

41

9/19

© OCR 2018

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

8/7/2017

Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66388350&PageCount=16&CanNum=3040&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 10/19

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66388350&PageCount=16&CanNum=3040&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 10/19

42

© OCR 2018

A Level History A

8/7/2017

Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66388350&PageCount=16&CanNum=3040&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 11/19

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66388350&PageCount=16&CanNum=3040&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 11/19

43

© OCR 2018

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

8/7/2017

Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66388350&PageCount=16&CanNum=3040&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 12/19

Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view about whether Westphalia was the
most important turning point and also offers a list of possible
themes that need to be considered in assessing French
development as an international power. In terms of discussing
foreign policy aims there is a good awareness of change and
continuity, but support is rather limited. In discussing territorial
gains there is less comparison between Westphalia and other
treaties. Similarly in discussing the acquisition of ‘Gloire’ there
is only limited comparison. Therefore, although a judgement
is reached the response would need far greater evidence of
comparison and synthesis to reach Level 6, but there is some
and therefore it is placed in Level 5.
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Question 4
‘The Treaty of Westphalia was the most important turning point in the development of France as an
international power.’ How far do you agree?
[25]

Level 3 answer – 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph’s look at turning points is not well
focused on the actual question of international power, but
tends to look more at foreign policy in general. The approach
is heavily descriptive, with assertions about turning points and
does not show a clear understanding of the actual requirements
of the question. The approach is not thematic and this makes
comparison very difficult and when it is evident it is very
limited. There is some argument about Richelieu’s time in
office, but there is no real comparison and focus on the actual
question continues to be limited. The descriptive approach to a
number of conflicts under Louis further limits the comparative
approach required. The conclusion does offer a view with
some explanation, but it is very limited. The response shows
only a limited focus on the question and limited explanation
and therefore is placed in Level 3. To reach Level 4 there would
need to be a far clearer focus on the actual question and more
evidence of comparison.
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