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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1
Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the reasons for the development of the policy of Weltpolitik.
[30]

Passage A
The emergence of this government team in 1897 has led many historians to view it as an important turningpoint in German history for it coincided with the drive to achieve world-power status for Germany by
espousing Weltpolitik. How and why did Weltpolitik emerge as government policy? Certainly, the Kaiser
himself believed in Germany’s destiny to become a world power and in the government team assembled
in 1897 he had a number of like-minded ministers. However, there were also powerful forces at work in
Germany at large which contributed to the new policy. Industrialisation had created economic demands
for the acquisition of raw materials and markets beyond Europe. The ideology of German nationalism was
also being perceived in a different way. The idealistic nationalism of unification was giving way to the ideas
of Social Darwinism and the unending struggle between nations. In this sense it was believed by some
that the survival of Germany as a leading nation-state necessitated a more active world policy. Finally,
economic changes and new intellectual currents also contributed to the emergence of new political forces.
The 1890s not only witnessed the rise of the Social Democrats, but also populist right-wing movements,
which reflected the radicalisation of the peasantry and the Mittlestand. These radical nationalists formed a
series of pressure groups. Such groups were anti-socialist, racist, anti-Semitic, expansionist and inevitably
strong supporters of any policy which advanced German power and influence. They therefore performed a
two-fold purpose: on the one hand they popularised the message of Weltpolitik and generated a degree of
mass support for the policy, and on the other they exerted political pressure on the imperial government
to pursue the policy to the full.
		

Adapted from G. Layton, Bismarck to Hitler: Germany 1890–1933, published in 1995

Passage B
Contemplating the self-restraint of the Bismarckian and Caprivi eras with a mixture of pity and contempt,
and partly animated by concern that the British might go over to protectionism and close off her markets,
a younger generation of Germans unleashed on all parts of the globe a hectic flurry of activity known as
‘world policy’, seeking to gain spheres of influence in China, South America, in Turkey especially, and, above
all, additional colonies. What this amounted to in the consciousness of the nation, among the so-called
liberal imperialists in particular, was a redivision of the globe that would more accurately reflect prevailing
power relations. In practice, this could only be attained by means of war.
In reality, there did indeed exist at the summit of the Reich a degree of collaboration between political and
military leaders, embracing propagandist and psychological as well as financial and economic preparations
for war. A clear decision was made to secure and extend its European base. And this decision was taken not
from purely a military standpoint to secure a Great Power’s freedom of action; it was made from a long-term
power-political, economic and domestic political perspective. The German military leaders’ confidence in
victory was based on the Moltke-Schlieffen doctrine of the short-war, in accordance with the tradition of
the wars of 1864, 1866 and 1870.
		

Adapted from F. Fischer, From Kaiserreich to Third Reich, published in 1986.
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides a brief overview of the two Interpretations
and offers a view as to which is more convincing. Interpretation
A is explained and detailed knowledge is used to evaluate the
view offered. However, some of the comments are not fully
developed or explained and in places a little more contextual
knowledge is needed to support the argument. Interpretation
B is thoroughly explained and knowledge is applied to test the
views and there is some comparison made with Interpretation A.
The limitations are also considered and a high level of contextual
knowledge is used to support the argument. This leads to a welldeveloped judgement which is supported.

The argument does show a high level of evaluation using
contextual knowledge and a developed judgement, with
awareness of the limitations of both Interpretations and this
takes it into the highest level, but there are some weaker
elements, particularly with A and this prevents it from reaching
the very top.
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Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the reasons for the development of the policy of Weltpolitik.
[30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph describes the content of Interpretation
A with only very limited hints of explanation. The second
paragraph, whilst have some descriptive elements, does use
contextual knowledge to test the views and the knowledge
used is quite detailed and linked clearly to the interpretation.
The evaluation is balanced with the response aware of the
limitations and it uses sound knowledge to explain these. The
response however becomes more descriptive when it moves on
to Interpretation B, describing rather than explaining its views.
However, the response does go on to explain the interpretation
and use some knowledge to evaluate it, but this is not as strong
as for Interpretation A. The conclusion does reach a supported
judgement, but this is not fully developed. The response just
reaches Level 5 as both passages are evaluated, but it is very
uneven and therefore remains at the bottom of the level and to
go higher there would need to be more knowledge applied to B
and less description.
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Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the reasons for the development of the policy of Weltpolitik.
[30]

Level 3 answer – 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides a superficial explanation of the views
of the two interpretations but does not identify which it
considers to be more convincing. The response does have some
explanation of the view of Interpretation A, but there is much
description and contextual knowledge is not really used to
evaluate the views of the interpretation, but is simply deployed.
Many of the issues are not fully developed and the attempt
at an overall assessment of the interpretation is limited. The
response has some explanation of Interpretation B, but there
is much description of the content and there is only a very
limited amount of contextual knowledge, which again is not
well used. The attempt at judgement is also quite simplistic. The
explanation of the two interpretations takes the answer into
Level 3 but to reach Level 4 and above contextual knowledge
would need to be used to test the two interpretations.
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Question 2
‘The aims of German nationalism remained the same throughout the period from 1789 to 1919.’ How far
do you agree?
[25]

Level 6 answer – 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view, but it is not developed and
themes to be considered are not outlined. However, there is
some development of this in the next paragraph and a more
substantiated view is offered. The discussion of Gross and
Klein Deutsch is well developed and the focus is on change
and continuity across the period, with sound support and
comparison. The argument is strong and well-focused on
the demands of the question and this leads to an interim
judgement. The nature of the aims is also considered and these
are explained and again there is evidence of continuity and
change, although this is not as well developed as the previous
section. The judgement is fairly well developed, but if it was to
reach the very top there would need to be more development
both in the conclusion and in the previous section, where
synthesis is more limited.
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Question 2
‘The aims of German nationalism remained the same throughout the period from 1789 to 1919.’ How far
do you agree?
[25]

Level 3 answer – 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is not clear, although the last sentence does
attempt to offer a view about the issue in the question. The
response is quite descriptive in its approach, but there is
some awareness of continuity, seen with liberal nationalism.
However, cultural nationalism is largely described with only
limited explanation and link back to the question. Similarly, the
approach to economic aims is described and the explanation
is very limited with some very simplistic comments. The
discussion of political nationalism is not always clear, but
there is some awareness of continuity between Wilhelm II and
Bismarck, although it does need much greater development.
The conclusion, rather than offering a judgement, offers a more
developed view. The limited explanation and the partial focus
on the question do take the response to Level 3, but to go into
Level 4 both the explanation and support would need to be
much stronger.

29

© OCR 2018

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 3
How far do you agree that industrial developments hindered rather than helped the development of
German nationalism in the period from 1789 to 1919?
[25]

Level 6 answer – 23 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer quite a nuanced view of the impact of
industrialisation on nationalism. There is a strong argument with
the issues well explained and supported. The response is aware
of crucial developments and uses these to show continuity and
change across the period. The supporting knowledge is detailed
and is used to take the argument forward, which is consistently
focused on the question. The analysis leads to a strong interim
judgement, but the response would have benefited from greater
development of some of the comparisons. The response then

argues that industrialisation helped the spread of nationalism
and this is well explained and comparisons across the period are
made, which become stronger as the paragraph continues. The
argument is balanced and this leads to a supported judgement.
However, to reach the very top there would need to be greater
evidence of explained comparisons, synthesis and further
developed judgement.
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Question 3
How far do you agree that industrial developments hindered rather than helped the development of
German nationalism in the period from 1789 to 1919?
[25]

Level 4 answer – 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view and provides brief support for

The conclusion is also limited and throughout the response

industrial development. Issues, such as the role of the Zollverein,
are explained and linked to the development and growth of
nationalism, but there is no real awareness of continuity and
change across the period. The argument is balanced with
the response considering the negative or limiting effects of
industrialisation on nationalism and considers the impact on
society, although some of the comments are quite simplistic.

sound explanation takes the response to Level 4, but as it is not
always well supported it remains at the bottom of the level.
There would need to be more support and a more comparative
approach for the response to go higher.
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it. The response then provides a brief overview of German
there is no evidence of synthesis or comparison. As a result, the 10/19

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66533727&PageCount=16&CanNum=5449&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 10/19

38

© OCR 2018

A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 3
How far do you agree that industrial developments hindered rather than helped the development of
German nationalism in the period from 1789 to 1919?
[25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening puts forward the view that industrialisation had
only positive effects on nationalism. The answer does consider
a number of issues and there is some explanation of the factors,
but much of the discussion about the economic impact is
descriptive. This is also seen in the consideration of the social
impacts on industrialisation, although again there is some
awareness of change, and towards the end of the paragraph the
explanation becomes stronger. This descriptive approach is also
seen in considering the political impact, although again there is
some limited explanation and analysis. The conclusion is limited
and the argument fails to balance the discussion and consider
any negative impacts. However, there is sufficient explanation
and focus to take the answer to Level 4. To go higher within
the level there would need to be more explanation and greater
awareness of continuity and change.
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‘The most important reason why Germany was never truly united in the period from 1789 to 1919 was the
dominance of Prussia.’ How far do you agree?
[25]
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Exemplar Candidate Work

Print Script
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A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66533727&PageCount=16&CanNum=5449&pbc=&URL=&Structu… 14/19

Examiner commentary

The opening does identify some reasons as to why Germany
was never united. The roles of both Metternich and Bismarck
in limiting unity are explained and the response is a mixture
of analysis, explanation and description. There is some limited
awareness of continuity and change across the period, seen in
the discussion of the wars fought under Bismarck, but this is not
developed. The role of Prussia in limiting unity is also explained,
but there is limited attempt to show continuity and change and
again this will limit the level in which the response is placed.
The conclusion is more developed and there is an attempt at a
supported judgement which weighs up the role of individuals
against Prussia. This helps to take the response towards the
top of Level 4,. To get into Level 5 there would need to be clear
evidence of synthesis.
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