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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the
summer 2017 examination series.
OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars,
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has
been applied.
Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-levelgce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/.
The question paper, mark scheme and any resource
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for
this).
It is important to note that approaches to question
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may
make small adjustments to improve the performance of
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive
changes.
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Question 1
Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the failure of the 1798 Wolfe Tone Rising.
[30]

Passage A
Given the strength and determination of the government forces, the rebellion had no real chance of success,
and after General Lake’s victory at Vinegar Hill on 21 June, it rapidly petered out. The captured rebel leaders
were executed or transported, but the rank‑and‑file were allowed to return to their homes. Although the
rebellion lasted barely a month, it has been estimated that by the end of the summer the death toll on
both sides amounted to about 30,000. It has been suggested that ‘The 1798 rising was probably the most
concentrated episode of violence in Irish history.’
The fact that it was only in August, after the rebellion was more or less over, that the French made their
invasion attempt ensured that it was virtually a doomed enterprise from the start. The French General
Humbert landed in County Mayo in the west with barely a thousand men and, although he won a brilliant
victory over the British at Castlebar—which stimulated another ripple of rebellion—he was eventually
forced to surrender early in September. The local rebellion was then brutally stamped out. By that time
another French expedition had set sail for Ireland, including Wolfe Tone, but it was scattered by a British
naval force and most of the French ships were captured. Wolfe Tone was one of the prisoners taken. He
was condemned to death as a rebel but he cheated the hangman’s noose by committing suicide. He was
only 35.
		

Adapted from Paul Adelman, Great Britain and the Irish Question 1800–1922, published in 1996.

Passage B
The rebels failed because they lacked coordination and because, with one or two exceptions, their leaders
had no time to instil even a modicum of military discipline and training into the numbers that flocked to
them. In addition, the arrests during the ‘pre‑rebellion’ had been very disruptive, for the rebels, thereafter,
had generally lacked both a leadership structure and a coherent strategy. The result was that it was often
difficult or impossible, so the youthful Wexford rebel, Miles Byrne, later claimed in his memoirs, to know
who had given which order and for what reason, and this indecision caused confusion and led to a loss of
morale. The rebel failure to take Dublin at the outset had been crucial, depriving the rebellion of a focus
and preventing the formation of some sort of representative assembly in the capital. From that point on the
staggered outbreak of the rebellion played into the government’s hands.
The failure of the French to intervene decisively had contributed to the rebel defeat. A substantial French
force would have offered discipline, leadership, weaponry, recognition and perhaps, an overall strategy; the
absence of the French had deprived the rebels of all of these.
Finally, the rebellion failed because Catholic Ireland, by and large, had sided with the government. The
Catholic hierarchy, in particular, had offered strong support to the government: no word of criticism was
voiced of the government policy of ‘the bayonet, the gibbet and the lash’; the rebels had been immediately
excommunicated; and those priests who sided with the rebels—a derisory 70 out of 1,800 in the country—
were denounced as troublemakers and drunks.
		

Adapted from Thomas Bartlett, Ireland: A History, published in 2010.
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Examiner commentary
The opening sees the similarities between the two
interpretations and then offers a view as to which is more
convincing with a brief explanation as to why. The evaluation
of Interpretation A is very strong, with detailed contextual
knowledge used and it is well-linked to the views in the
Interpretation. The response, having considered the strengths
of Interpretation A, also addresses the limitations and again
these are well explained, analysed and evaluated. The strengths
of Interpretation B are also thoroughly evaluated, with strong
contextual support, before the response considers the
limitations, which are again supported with accurate knowledge.
The argument is well developed and a thorough judgement is
reached, which is well explained in the preceding paragraph. The
response displays a high level of evaluation of both the strengths
and limitations of the two interpretations and therefore reaches
the top of Level 6.
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Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the failure of the 1798 Wolfe Tone Rising.
[30]

Level 4 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening outlines the two views offered by the
interpretations; however it does not comment on which is
the more convincing. The response does apply contextual
knowledge to Interpretation A and evaluates the views offered,
but the depth of knowledge shown is limited and often quite
general. The Interpretation is explained, but there needs to
be much greater use of knowledge if the response is to reach
the highest levels. Similarly with Interpretation B, there is
sound explanation and a reasonable argument, but contextual
knowledge is very limited and some of the points made are
not really supported. There is an attempt to reach a judgement,
but as with the rest of the response it is not well supported. The
response does go beyond just explaining the interpretations
and therefore reaches Level 4, but the quality of evaluation and
the lack of detailed contextual knowledge prevent the response
from going any higher.
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66377754&PageCount=20&CanNum=1226&pbc=&URL=&Structur…
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Question 1
Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing
as an explanation of the failure of the 1798 Wolfe Tone Rising.
[30]

Level 2 answer – 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does provide an overview of the two
interpretations and offers a view as to which is the more
convincing. The discussion of Interpretation A is quite limited
https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66330354&PageCount=20&CanNum=3109&pbc=&URL=&Structu…
in its focus on the actual question and rather drifts to other
issues. There is some contextual knowledge but it is not used
to evaluate the view in relation to the actual question. The
treatment of Interpretation B is even less well focused with some
irrelevance and description. As a result the response is very
weak and does not really deal with Interpretation B in terms of
the question asked. The actual attempt at a judgement is also
unclear and therefore not convincing, with the result that the
response is placed in Level 2. There would need to be a much
stronger focus on the actual question, with clearer explanation
of the two interpretations for the answer to reach Level 3.
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Question 2
Assess the view that, from 1791 to 1921, the success of revolutionary nationalism depended on the
quality of its leadership.
[25]

Level 5 answer – 17 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response is aware of the issues that determine success
and puts forward the view that the most crucial factor was the
quality of leadership. The response considers the role of Collins
in some detail, but this is compared, albeit quite briefly, with the
situation at the start of the period and then with 1848. These
comparisons would benefit from greater development, but their
presence will help to take the response into the higher levels.
British government policies are also considered and explained
in relation to the question, but there is only a limited attempt at
synthesis. The final factor discussed is mass support and there is
greater evidence of attempts to compare across the period than
with the previous issue. The conclusion does reach a judgement
based on the main body of the response, but it is less well
supported. There is some synthesis and this takes the answer to
Level 5, but it is not well developed and in places is absent. The
response therefore remains at the bottom of the level. In order to
go up in the level there would need to be greater development
of the comparisons.
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Assess the view that, from 1791 to 1921, the success of revolutionary nationalism depended on the
quality of its leadership.
[25]

Level 4 answer – 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening is aware of the main issues that affected the
strength of revolutionary nationalism, but does not offer a
view. Leadership is explained and there is some evidence
of comparison across the period, but this is not developed.
The response then examines the role of mass support and
although there is some attempt to show continuity it is not
fully developed. This is also seen in the discussion of foreign
support and in the very brief discussion of the reaction of British
governments. The latter part of the answer is thin, ideas are not
developed and attempts at comparison are limited all of which
limit prevent it going higher. The answer does show some
comparison, but to reach Level 5 this would need to be more
sustained and developed.
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Assess the view that, from 1791 to 1921, the success of revolutionary nationalism depended on the
quality of its leadership.
[25]
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Examiner commentary
The answer is aware of some of the issues that influenced
success and offers a view that support was more important than
leadership. The response attempts to explain the importance of
support, but the detail is general and thin and there is some drift
from the demands of the question, which rather overshadows
some of the attempts to show comparison. There is some
explanation of the importance of leadership, but again attempts
at comparison are limited and the response becomes little
more than a list. There is an argument, but the conclusion rather
contradicts the opening by suggesting that success depended
on leadership. The answer is mostly focused and there is some
awareness of continuity and change, but this is not developed
and therefore the response stays at the lower end of Level 4.
There would need to be a much greater sense of comparison
and more detailed support, as well as a continuous line of
argument for the response to go higher.
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Question 3
‘Tory and Conservative governments were the most effective British administrations in dealing with Irish
issues from 1791 to 1921.’ How far do you agree?
[25]

Level 6 answer – 25 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a strong view about the issue in the
question and provides some justification for the claims made.
The response shows a good understanding of the material,
events and policies are well explained and there is developed
comparison across the whole period, using examples from
Pitt, Peel and Balfour to support the argument. There are
comparisons made with the Whig/Liberal ministries, where
again comparisons are made across the whole period and are
well supported by detailed knowledge. The thematic approach
allows issues to be compared and the answer does argue that
the Whigs and Liberals were more successful in dealing with
the issue of land. Again this is well supported and comparisons
are made with Conservative governments. A similar approach is
seen in the treatment of religious issues where the comparative
nature of the response continues. A judgement based on the
main paragraphs is reached. The answer displays a very high
level of synthesis and therefore is placed at the top of Level 6.
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‘Tory and Conservative governments were the most effective
British administrations in dealing with Irish
issues from 1791 to 1921.’ How far do you agree?
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A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Examiner commentary
The opening shows some awareness of the problems and
does offer a view that the Tories/Conservatives were the more
effective in dealing with the problems. The response adopts a
thematic approach and does explain the problems and how the
various administrations dealt with them. However, there is only
a limited attempt at comparison or real awareness of continuity
and change across the period. The same is seen in the treatment
of religion where there is sound explanation but no developed
comparisons and this is repeated in the discussion about
political issues. A judgement is reached, but it is not developed
or supported. The response relies largely on explanation and
there is sound focus with support. The answer just reaches
Level 5 as there is some limited attempt at comparison across
the period and between Whig/Liberal and Tory/Conservative
ministries, but this is quite weak and therefore the response is
placed at the bottom of the level. There would need to be much
greater comparison for the response to go higher in the level or
to reach the next level.
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A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Question 3
‘Tory and Conservative governments were the most effective British administrations in dealing with Irish
issues from 1791 to 1921.’ How far do you agree?
[25]

Level 3 answer – 11 marks
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A Level History A

Exemplar Candidate Work

Examiner commentary
The opening challenges the view in the question and suggests
that the Liberals were the most effective in dealing with the
question of reform. The response is a mixture of explanation
of the problems and description of what was done by the
various ministries with limited attempt at argument and no
real comparisons between the parties. This is also seen in the
discussion of what are called political issues, but is largely
focused on the question of land. There is also much description
of what was done economically, with little attempt at argument.
The response comes to an abrupt end, suggesting time was
an issue. There is some focus and some reasonable knowledge,
but the explanation is limited and there is much description
and therefore the answer reaches Level 3. To reach Level 4 there
would need to be far greater emphasis on explanation and some
comparison.
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