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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1

Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation of the causes of the Boxer Uprising. [30]

Passage A 

The Tongzhi Emperor died suddenly of smallpox in 1875, having ruled for fourteen years, but it was a rule 
over which his mother, Dowager Empress Cixi, had cast a long shadow. Cixi flouted the laws of succession 
by installing her 4 year old nephew, ruling as the Guanxu Emperor, although, needless to say, she would 
remain the real power in the empire until her death…

By 1898 China was in a parlous state, at the mercy of the West and with internal threats simmering. At 
this point Guanxu, more reform minded than the ultra-conservative Dowager Empress, threw his support 
behind a group of reformers led by political thinker Kang Youwei (1858–1927) and launched what has 
become known as the Hundred Days’ Reform, a radical, national, cultural, political and educational reform 
movement… The movement lasted only 104 days – from 11 June to 21 September – before Cixi and her 
supporters crushed it.

Guanxu never recovered from the disappointment of this failure and remained a virtual prisoner for the rest 
of his life, Cixi even bricking up the windows of his chambers in the Summer Palace. In order to curry favour 
with the West, however, [Cixi] could not afford to dethrone him. The only alternative for her was to get rid 
of the westerners and to achieve this she threw her considerable support behind the growing nationalist 
group, the Righteous Harmony Society, who created the Boxer Rebellion between 1898 and 1901, opposing 
foreign imperialism and Christianity in China. In 1900 Cixi abandoned the long-held policy of suppressing 
the Boxers, a decision that brought protests from the West. The movement spread north from Shandong 
close to Beijing, its members burning churches, murdering Chinese Christians and intimidating Chinese 
officials who tried to stop them.

  Adapted from G. Kerr, A Short History of China: From Ancient Dynasties  
to Economic Powerhouse, published in 2013
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Passage B 

In 1898 and 1899, China almost seemed on the point of partition between the imperialist powers. The 
Russians who had forced the Japanese out of some of their gains, notably the port of Lushan, now occupied 
much of Manchuria and Lushan, renaming it Port Arthur. The Germans occupied a port in the Shandong 
Peninsula and the British, not to be outdone and to stop anyone else having it, took Weihaiwei. They also 
extended their hold on the South by extracting a 99-year lease on the Kowloon Peninsula to the north 
of Hong Kong. The French also seized territory in the South. The Qing government seemed helpless and 
unable to defend Chinese sovereignty.

In this situation, popular feeling in north-east China erupted into what became known as the Boxer Rising. 
Tension had been growing for some time over western missionaries and their Christian converts. In the 
spring of 1900 isolated incidents coalesced into a mass frenzy of anti-western outrage. It was fuelled by a 
mixture of primitive magical beliefs and outraged Han pride. Railways which were spreading in the North 
were thought to disturb dragons and telegraph wires which dripped rusty water after rain were regarded 
as sources of poison. Europeans and even those Chinese in possession of dangerous foreign objects such 
as clocks were killed.

Mobs from the countryside spread to Tianjin and Beijing. The German Ambassador was shot and Europeans 
retreated to the British legation (embassy) to withstand a siege. The Empress Dowager Cixi in control of the 
Qing Court threw her support behind the Boxers, in effect declaring war on the west. It was popular, but 
hopeless.

  Adapted from G. Stewart, China 1900–76, published in 2006
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Level 6 answer – 30 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response explains the view of Interpretation A and then 
produces a series of strong evaluative comments with detailed 
knowledge used to support the evaluation. The response is able 
to place the interpretation in the wider historical debate about 
the Rising. The evaluation is balanced with an awareness of 
the limitations, which are explained using detailed contextual 
knowledge to support the argument. Interpretation B is also 
explained and once again the depth of contextual knowledge 
used to evaluate the interpretation is very strong. This is 
sustained to produce a convincing analysis and the response 
also considers the limitations of the interpretation, which are 
also explained using contextual support. The response reaches 
a well supported and balanced judgement. The response is 
consistently focused and the depth of knowledge used makes 
the answer convincing and therefore it is placed at the top of 
Level 6.
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Level 4 answer – 20 marks

Question 1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation of the causes of the Boxer Uprising. [30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph provides an outline of the views 
offered by the two interpretations and offers an opinion as 
to which is the more convincing. The response explains the 
view of Interpretation A quite thoroughly. The focus is mostly 
on explanation with only limited knowledge used to test the 
view of the passage. There is some attempt to consider the 
limitations but this is not really developed and the level of 
knowledge used throughout the discussion of Interpretation 
A is limited and in places rather general. A similar approach is 
seen with Interpretation B; there is explanation, some limited use 
of contextual knowledge and also some descriptive elements. 
The response does reach a judgement, but this would benefit 
from further development and support. The response is placed 
in Level 4 because the focus is explanatory and there is only 
limited use of contextual knowledge, which would need to be 
developed if the answer was to reach Level 5. 
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Level 4 answer – 17 marks

Question 1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation of the causes of the Boxer Uprising. [30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a clear view as to which is the more 
convincing and provides some explanation for that view.  The 
response argues that Interpretation A is less focused on the 
actual causes of the Rising and therefore provides only a limited 
explanation. However, there is some application of contextual 
knowledge to evaluate the interpretation. There is some 
discussion as to the limitations, but this is quite simplistic and 
the response does not really consider a range of issues in dealing 
with the interpretation. The response explains why Interpretation 
B is more convincing and there is some explanation of the view 
offered. Some contextual knowledge is applied to evaluate 
the interpretation and this leads to a judgement based on the 
argument in the main body of the response. There is some 
limited use of contextual knowledge, but much of the response 
is explanation and therefore the response reaches Level 4. It 
would need far greater use of contextual knowledge to reach 
Level 5.
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Level 5 answer – 17 marks

Question 2

‘The imperial ambitions of foreign powers were the main challenge that China faced in its relations with 
the wider world in the years from 1839 to 1989’. How far do you agree? [25]
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Examiner commentary
The response does identify a number of themes to be 
considered and a brief view is offered. In dealing with attitudes 
to foreign powers there is some awareness of continuity and 
change, with some support and explanation, but although there 
is an argument the analysis is not fully developed. In discussing 
the issue of trade the answer rather tends to become list like 
with elements of description. The role of war and conflict are also 
considered and there is some sound explanation and support 
for the argument. A judgement is reached but this would benefit 
from development and further support. There are elements of 
comparison, particularly at the start of the response which takes 
the answer into Level 5, but to go higher there would need to be 
far more evidence of explained comparisons.
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Level 6 answer – 23 marks

Question 3

‘Chinese government saw more change under Deng Xiaoping than any other ruler in the period from 
1839 to 1989.’ How far do you agree? [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening shows an awareness of a number of issues, 
although there is no clear view as to whether most change in 
government took place under Deng. The response adopts a 
thematic approach. There is a good range of knowledge used 
to support the argument and comparisons are made across the 
period, comparing, for example, foreign influence under Deng 
with the Self-Strengthening movement and changes under 
Mao. The comparisons are consistently developed and this 
allows an interim judgement to be reached. The comparisons 
on the issues of centralization and decentralization are less 
well developed but there is still some synthesis. The section 
on authoritative government returns to the level of synthesis 
of the first main paragraph and is very convincing with a good 
range of explained comparisons. The judgement is based on the 
main body of the answer and is well supported. The high level 
of synthesis in much of the essay takes it to the top level, but a 
clearer view at the start and a stronger second main paragraph 
would be needed to go to the very top.
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Level 4 answer – 16 marks

Question 3

‘Chinese government saw more change under Deng Xiaoping than any other ruler in the period from 
1839 to 1989.’ How far do you agree? [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening shows a limited awareness of some issues, but 
these are only identified and there is no real development. The 
response does show a very limited awareness of continuity 
and change, but the ideas are not developed and the answer 
tends to be rather list within the thematic approach. This 
approach continues in the discussion on freedoms with only 
limited awareness of continuity and change. The response 
attempts to consider the issue of tradition but the argument is 
less convincing. The conclusion does reach a judgement and 
there is some explanation and support. The response shows 
sound explanation, and therefore reaches Level 4, but to go 
higher there would need to be far more comparison and clearer 
awareness of continuity and change across the period.
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Level 3 answer – 10 marks

Question 3

‘Chinese government saw more change under Deng Xiaoping than any other ruler in the period from 
1839 to 1989.’ How far do you agree? [25]
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The opening does offer a view, but there is no identification 
of the themes to be considered. The response, however, 
does attempt to follow a thematic approach, but within the 
paragraphs the answer is more list-like and there is no real 
awareness of continuity and change. The focus is therefore 
explanatory with some support, however at times there is drift 
from the demands of the question leading to only a partial focus. 
The drift becomes more apparent when reforms are considered 
as this becomes more an explanation of economic policy rather 
than focusing on the nature of government. The conclusion 
does reach a limited judgement, but the focus is again not 
strong. The answer has partial focus on the actual question and 
therefore reaches Level 3. To go higher it would need to have 
greater emphasis on change in government.
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Level 6 answer – 25 marks

Question 4

To what extent did the economic aims of Chinese governments stay the same in the period from 1839  
to 1989? [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening identifies some of the themes to be considered in 
the response. In considering industrial aims the response makes 
a good range of comparisons which are thoroughly explained 
and developed using detailed knowledge. This is sustained 
throughout the paragraph and an interim judgement is reached. 
This continues in the paragraph on agriculture, where again 
there is strong comparison across the period and the argument 
is well supported. This level of comparison is also seen in the 
next paragraph on the impact of foreign ideas, where again the 
response is supported by relevant and detailed knowledge to 
achieve a high level of synthesis. The judgement is supported, 
although it could have been further developed. However, the 
high level of synthesis throughout and the level of support take 
this to the top of Level 6.
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Level 2 answer – 7 marks

Question 4

To what extent did the economic aims of Chinese governments stay the same in the period from 1839  
to 1989? [25]

11/9/2017 Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66389343&PageCount=12&CanNum=385&pbc=&URL=&Str… 11/15

11/9/2017 Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66389343&PageCount=12&CanNum=385&pbc=&URL=&Str… 12/15



Exemplar Candidate Work

36

A Level History A

© OCR 2018

11/9/2017 Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66389343&PageCount=12&CanNum=385&pbc=&URL=&Str… 12/15

11/9/2017 Print Script

https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=66389343&PageCount=12&CanNum=385&pbc=&URL=&Str… 13/15



Exemplar Candidate Work

37

A Level History A

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
The opening offers a view, but it is limited. In considering trade 
there is much description of what various regimes and leaders 
did with at best limited explanation. The comments on industry 
and agriculture are quite limited with some description, but 
the level of knowledge is limited and therefore the response 
is generalized. The focus on aims is also not strong and the 
response covers a very limited range, with much of the period 
not discussed. The response has limited focus and with the lack 
of coverage of the whole period it reaches only Level 2. In order 
to go higher there would need to be stronger focus on the aims 
and there would need to be balanced coverage of the whole 
period.
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