
Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Qualification
Accredited

www.ocr.org.uk/history

Y315/01 The Changing Nature of 
Warfare 1792–1945
Summer 2017 examination series
Version 1

H505
For first teaching in 2015

HISTORY A

A LEVEL

Exemplar Candidate Work

http://www.ocr.org.uk/history


Exemplar Candidate Work

2

A Level History A

© OCR 2018

Contents
Introduction 3

Question 1: Level 6 - 30 mark answer 5

Commentary  7

Question 1: Level 6 - 28 mark answer  8

Commentary  11

Question 1: Level 5 - 24 mark answer 12

Commentary  16

Question 1: Level 5 - 22 mark answer 17

Commentary  22

Question 1: Level 3 - 13 mark answer 23

Commentary  25

Question 2: Level 4 - 16 mark answer 26

Commentary  29

Question 2: Level 4 - 14 mark answer 30

Commentary  35

Question 2: Level 3 - 10 mark answer 36

Commentary  38

Question 3: Level 6 - 25 mark answer 39

Commentary  42

Question 3: Level 5 - 20 mark answer 43

Commentary  46

Question 3: Level 4 - 16 mark answer 47

Commentary  50

Question 3: Level 3 - 12 mark answer 51

Commentary  56

Question 3: Level 3 - 11 mark answer 57

Commentary  60

Question 4: Level 6 - 25 mark answer 61

Commentary  63

Question 4: Level 3 - 11 mark answer 64

Commentary  67



Exemplar Candidate Work

3

A Level History A

© OCR 2018

Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2017 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification (http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-history-a-h505.pdf ) for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2017 Examiners’ Report to Centres 
available on the OCR website http://www.ocr.org.uk/
qualifications/. 

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2018. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170128-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-history-a-h505.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
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Question 1
 Read the two passages and then answer Question 1.

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation of the reasons for the success of the Revolutionary armies in the Revolutionary Wars of 
1792–1802. [30]

Passage A: 

It was, in fact, the weakness and divided counsels of her enemies rather than her own internal strength that 
gave France an initial breathing-space and the opportunity to snatch victory from defeat. By the time of her first 
successes at Valmy and Jemappes in September 1792, the ‘Austrian Committee’ had been overthrown, Brissot 
and his enthusiasts had lost much of their influence, a few treacherous generals had been cashiered* or had 
deserted to the enemy, the artillery had been improved, and greater numbers of volunteers had been recruited, 
trained and equipped. But the major problems still remained: to merge the new citizen soldiers with the old 
regulars in a single national army; to extract the maximum military advantage from the mass of citizens whom 
the Revolution made available for service; to find and train an efficient and trustworthy corps of officers; and 
to equip the army with a steady flow of the latest weapons by harnessing industry to the needs of war. These 
varying tasks were tackled with considerable success by the combined efforts of the National Convention, of the 
great Committee of Public Safety and of men like Carnot and the Jacobin military expert, Dubois-Crancé. The 
national army, based on universal and compulsory conscription, did not finally emerge until September 1798; 
but a series of intermediate measures served to break down the distinction between the ‘blues’ and regulars and 
raised armies whose numbers far exceeded those of the Old Regime. Such numbers could, of course, have been 
more of a hindrance than an asset, and many of the generals reared in the traditions of the past were appalled, 
rather than delighted, by the influx of recruits. Besides, as the old generals deserted or were cashiered, new 
commanders were found to take their place – men like Bonaparte, Hoche, Jourdan and Murat. It was such armies 
and generals as these that, after the initial defeats of 1792 and the Belgian disaster, won an almost unbroken 
succession of victories from June 1794, carried the war into the enemies’ territory and broke up a succession of 
coalitions.

* cashiered = dismissed

  Adapted from: George Rude, Revolutionary Europe 1783–1815, published in 1964.

Passage B: 

The greatest motivation for tactical change was simple necessity. The new mass armies raised by the 
revolutionaries were quickly thrown into the conflict with barely any training. As a consequence the  drilled, 
disciplined infantry, the mainstay of the eighteenth century army, was no longer available to the revolutionary 
armies. Carnot and the army commanders made a virtue out of necessity by adopting ‘shock tactics’. Since their 
largely untrained troops had no hope of outfiring the professional infantry lines of their opponents, their only 
hope was to storm the enemy troops in a blood-curdling bayonet charge before too many of them were cut 
down by enemy fire. This was the death knell for the ideals and restraints of the limited warfare of the eighteenth 
century. Carnot and the French commanders reorganised their forces to support shock tactics. To present less 
of a target to the opposing infantry and artillery the French troops were compressed into attack columns. The 
columns were not arranged for firepower, they represented a crude, powerful human battering ram to charge at 
the enemy and break their thin line formation. By 1795, given their numbers, their enthusiasm and their battle-
hardened experience, they had grown into the most powerful, menacing army in the world.

  Adapted from: Neil Stewart, The Changing Nature of Warfare 1700–1945, published in 2001.
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides an overview of the two interpretations, 
noting their different emphasis on different generals and the 
strength of the citizen army. Interpretation A is further explained 
and detailed contextual knowledge is used to evaluate it. This 
is seen throughout the paragraphs, with a very high level of 
evaluation maintained. The full range of issues raised by it are 
considered, leading to a developed judgement about the 
interpretation. The treatment of Interpretation B is similar, as 
once again detailed contextual knowledge is used to evaluate 

it and consider both the strengths and limitations of the 
interpretation. The final judgement is well-supported and the 
evaluation throughout the main body of the response is excellent 
and therefore the answer reaches the very top of Level 6.
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Level 6 answer – 28 marks

Question 1

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation of the reasons for the success of the Revolutionary armies in the Revolutionary Wars of 
1792–1802. [30]
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Examiner commentary
The opening provides an overview of the two interpretations in 
relation to the question. However, it does not offer a view as to 
which is the stronger. Interpretation A is evaluated using detailed 
and relevant knowledge which is well focused on the question. 
The level of support is high and the command of the material 
is strong. There is some comparison of the two interpretations 
before the response considers Interpretation B in more detail. 
The view of Interpretation B is challenged and the argument 
is well supported with detailed knowledge. The response 
does consider the strengths of B as well, and again contextual 
knowledge is used. A judgement is reached and some support 
is provided. The high level of evaluation and judgement takes 
the response to Level 6. To get to the very top, a wider range 
of issues from the interpretations could be discussed and the 
judgement would need further support.



Exemplar Candidate Work

12

A Level History A

© OCR 2018

Level 5 answer – 24 marks

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation of the reasons for the success of the Revolutionary armies in the Revolutionary Wars of 
1792–1802. [30]

Question 1
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Examiner commentary
The opening outlines the arguments of the two interpretations 
and offers a view as to which is more convincing. Knowledge 
is applied to Interpretation A to test the view offered and this 
is quite detailed and thoroughly explained, allowing an interim 
judgement to be reached. This continues throughout the 
treatment of A, but there are some slightly more descriptive 
parts to the answer, which gives a sense of unevenness. 
Interpretation B is also explained and again some knowledge 
is used to evaluate it, which becomes stronger in the latter 
part of the response. This leads to a sound judgement which 
has some support. The answer is slightly uneven with some 
weaker parts and this prevents it from reaching Level 6. In places, 
the response would benefit from greater use of contextual 
knowledge to evaluate the interpretations and avoidance of 
description. However, it has a good focus on the actual question 
and therefore reaches the top of Level 5 as there are some 
strong sections. 
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Level 5 answer – 22 marks

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation of the reasons for the success of the Revolutionary armies in the Revolutionary Wars of 
1792–1802. [30]

Question 1
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view with a reasonable explanation 
of Interpretation A but it is very limited in its treatment of B. 
Interpretation A is then described with quite simple comments 
made. There is some use of own knowledge to support the 
argument and this is also seen in the treatment of Interpretation 
B. Although the response does argue and analyse the 
interpretations, often at some length, there does need to be 
much greater evidence of contextual knowledge being used to 
test the interpretations if it is to reach the very highest level. The 
response does reach a judgement, but this is rather limited and 
as a result the answer is placed at the lower end of Level 5. There 
has been some evaluation and analysis which this takes it into 
Level 5, but this would need greater development to go higher.
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Level 3 answer – 13 marks

Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more convincing 
as an explanation of the reasons for the success of the Revolutionary armies in the Revolutionary Wars of 
1792–1802. [30]

Question 1
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Examiner commentary
The response starts by describing Interpretation A with some 
limited explanation. The answer then suggests that both 
sources agree that the size of the armies were important in 
bringing about success and provides evidence from the two 
interpretations to support the claim. The attempts at evaluation 
based on provenance are simplistic and will not gain credit. 
There is some comparison of the role of the generals but this is 
not really supported by contextual knowledge. The conclusion 
does offer a view as to which is more convincing, but this 
has not really been demonstrated because of the absence of 

support for any attempts at argument. The answer is placed in 
Level 3 because it is explanatory; to go higher there would need 
to be clear evidence of knowledge being applied to test the 
views. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

26

A Level History A

© OCR 2018

Question 2

‘Developments in transport had a greater impact on the nature of warfare in the period from1792 to 1865 
than in the period from 1865 to 1945.’ How far do you agree?

 [25]

Level 4 answer – 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers a supported view about the view in the 
question, noting that railway development was far from 
complete in the first part of the period. The role of transport in 
the American Civil War is thoroughly explained and there is good 
detailed support. The response then looks at later transport 
developments and there is some comparison with earlier 
periods, but this need greater emphasis as the wars are almost 
tackled sequentially rather than comparatively. The argument is 
balanced as it attempts to compare transport with other factors, 
such as command. The response does have some elements of 
comparison, but coverage of the whole period is thin; there 
would need to be much greater comparison to reach Level 5. 
Instead, the explanation and limited comparison confines the 
response to Level 4. 
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Question 2

‘Developments in transport had a greater impact on the nature of warfare in the period from1792 to 1865 
than in the period from 1865 to 1945.’ How far do you agree?

 [25]

Level 4 answer – 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about developments in 
transport across the period. The factors are explained and 
there is some supporting detail and awareness of change and 
continuity between the periods. However this change is not 
thoroughly explained or developed. This pattern is repeated 
in the discussion about the development of railways and its 
impact; there is very thorough explanation but only a limited 
awareness of change and continuity, which again needs 
greater development if the very top levels are to be reached. 
The response does reach a judgement but it is not strong or 
well developed. The answer is mostly focused on the question 
and key developments are explained, placing it in Level 4. To 
reach Level 5 there would need to be much greater evidence of 
comparisons between the two periods and better development 
of synthesis.
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Question 2

‘Developments in transport had a greater impact on the nature of warfare in the period from1792 to 1865 
than in the period from 1865 to 1945.’ How far do you agree?

 [25]

Level 3 answer – 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening offers the view that developments in transport 
were less important in the first part of the period than the 
second. The first main paragraph is very general in terms of 
support for the points made, with little reference to specific 
conflicts. Wars are treated sequentially with no real attempt 
at comparisons and paragraphs deal with individual wars. 
The role of railways is explained but again it is almost a war 
by war approach which prevents comparisons and synthesis. 
This continues with some general comments about the latter 
conflicts, where again synthesis is absent. The answer does have 
some explanation, but often this is quite general and therefore 
the response is placed at the lower end of Level 3. There would 
need to be far greater support and development of ideas to 
go higher with some attempt at comparison, which is easier to 
demonstrate with a thematic approach. 
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Level 6 answer – 25 marks

Question 3

To what extent did victory in war depend upon the help of allies in the period from 1792 to 1945?  
              [25]
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Examiner commentary
The answer is aware of a range of factors that determined 
victory, not just the role of allies and these are outlined in the 
opening paragraph. The range of examples used to support 
the argument is impressive and there is a clear awareness of 
change and continuity throughout the response. Comparisons 
are regularly made and these are well explained, leading to a 
high level of synthesis. The range of material covered ensures 
that the argument is convincing and the response is able to 
range backwards and forwards across the period. This continues 
when the response discusses factors other than alliances and 
given the constraint of the time, the depth is quite remarkable. 
The judgement is well explained and developed leading to a 
convincing argument that is placed at the very top.
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Level 5 answer – 20 marks

Question 3

To what extent did victory in war depend upon the help of allies in the period from 1792 to 1945?  
              [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view and suggests that for much of 
the period there were factors other than alliances that were 
more important. The importance of allies is explained in terms 
of resources and this is explained with reference to both the 
First and Second World Wars and this is developed further with 
reference to conflicts in Italy and the Napoleonic Wars, thus 
providing a good sense of continuity across the period. This 
comparative approach is also seen in the discussion of strategic 
help, although the comparison could have been stronger. A 
comparison of the importance of allies is made by considering 
the more limited wars and the argument made that in these 
other factors were more important, but again the comparison 
could be stronger. The conclusion does follow from the main 
body of the response, but it could be further supported. 
The response is well focused and there is some synthesis 
and comparison, but in parts this is not well developed and 
therefore the response stays in Level 5 and would need a greater 
comparative element to reach Level 6. 
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Level 4 answer – 16 marks

Question 3

To what extent did victory in war depend upon the help of allies in the period from 1792 to 1945?  
              [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening does offer a view about the importance of the 
development of alliances across the period. The financial 
importance and manpower provided by alliances is discussed 
and there is some awareness of continuity during the 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. A range of examples of the 
supply of manpower from across the period is discussed. There 
are attempts to show continuity, but these are not developed as 
is seen in the comments about the First World War and Crimean 
War. Comparisons are a little stronger as the response progresses, 
but again there would need to be much more explanation of 
the similarities and differences if the response was to reach Level 
5. The answer is sound and there is good explanation with some 
awareness of continuity and change, but synthesis is limited and 
this would need greater development to reach a higher level. 
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Level 3 answer – 12 marks

Question 3

To what extent did victory in war depend upon the help of allies in the period from 1792 to 1945?  
              [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening does see the limitation of allies in bringing 
about victory and instead argues that other factors were more 
important. The response explains the implications of the failure 
of the southern states to secure allies in the American Civil War, 
but it is not compared with other conflicts. This approach is 
repeated in the consideration of the Crimean War, where only at 
the very end is there a reference back to the Civil War. A contrast 
is made between these conflicts and the two World Wars and 
there is some explanation of the importance of allies in securing 

victory, but the comparison is limited. There is some attempt 
to examine the role of alliances in shorter wars and some 
limited comparison is evident. However, most of the answer is 
explanatory and this keeps the response at Level 3. The hints of 
awareness of change take it to the top, but these would need to 
be developed to go higher and the importance of other factors 
would need to be developed. 
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Level 3 answer – 11 marks

Question 3

To what extent did victory in war depend upon the help of allies in the period from 1792 to 1945?  
              [25]
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Examiner commentary
The response does not offer an overall view but instead, 
discusses the role of alliance in the Revolutionary Wars. 
Surprisingly it considers it from a French rather than allied 
perspective with very generalized knowledge to support the 
claims made. There is some discussion of the issue of alliances 
during the American Civil War, but no attempt to compare their 
importance with other conflicts and so the list-like approach 
continues. This is also seen in the treatment of both the First and 
Second World Wars where again there is no real comparison 
made. The conclusion is also quite general. The response shows 
some limited explanation but support is quite thin and there is 
no real comparison confining the answer to Level 3. In order to 
reach Level 4 there would need to be a much stronger sense of 
analysis and greater depth of support.
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Level 6 answer – 25 marks

Question 4

‘Public opinion was always an important factor in the winning of wars in the period from 1792 to 1945.’ 
How far do you agree? [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening is aware of a number of issues, in terms of public 
opinion. There is a strong and consistent argument with a range 
of examples from the across the period compared in order to 
develop a thesis. The comparisons are well explained, leading 
to a high level of synthesis. This trend continues throughout the 
answer and the range of detailed knowledge used to support 

the arguments is quite impressive, but it is well-handled so that it 
does not obscure the argument and that synthesis is still clearly 
evident. The argument is balanced with some consideration 
of the argument that public opinion was not an important 
factor and again this is well-supported. The judgement is 
consistent with the main line of argument. The response displays 
a consistent line of argument and focus with a high level of 
synthesis and therefore reaches the top of Level 6. 
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Level 3 answer – 11 marks

Question 4

‘Public opinion was always an important factor in the winning of wars in the period from 1792 to 1945.’ 
How far do you agree? [25]
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Examiner commentary
The opening is very general and there is only a very vague hint 
of a view being offered. The approach is chronological which 
makes comparisons between wars very difficult, but even 
the knowledge to support the explanation is general and this 
continues through the answer. The range of wars considered is 
also quite limited, with nothing really discussed in the second 
half of the nineteenth century. There is a conclusion, but the 
lack of coverage and support makes it difficult for a supported 
judgement to be reached. The answer has some explanation, 
but the quality of support and coverage keep it in Level 3. In 
order to reach Level 4 there would need to be more support and 
some attempt at comparison, which would be made easier by a 
thematic approach.
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