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Introduction

OCR has produced this resource to support teachers in interpreting the assessment criteria for the new 
GCSE (9–1) Ancient History specification and to bridge the gap between new specification’s release and the 
availability of exemplar candidate work following first examination in summer 2019. 

The questions in this resource have been taken from Section C of the J198/01 Greece and Persia specimen 
question papers, which is available on the OCR website.  The answers in this resource have been written by 
the Subject Advisor.  They are supported by an examiner commentary.  

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any way constitute 
an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.  Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible 
level for each response, when marking these answers in a live series the mark a response would get depends 
on the whole process of standardisation, which considers the big picture of the year’s scripts.  Therefore the 
levels awarded here should be considered to be only an estimation of what would be awarded.  How levels 
and marks correspond to grade boundaries depends on the Awarding process that happens after all/most 
of the scripts are marked and depends on a number of factors, including candidate performance across the 
board.  Details of this process can be found here:  
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf.

http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
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Example 1

(a) Wrestling and Chariot racing

(b) The Odeon of Pericles and The Parthenon

(c) Delos

Question 11

(a) Name two contests that took place at the Great Panathenaia.      [2]

(b) Name any two projects which were part of Pericles’ building programme.     [2]

(c) In 454 BC the treasury of the anti-Persian alliance moved to Athens.  Name the island which it was 
moved from.             [1] 

Examiner Commentary

All the responses to (a), (b), and (c) are on the mark scheme so received full marks.
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Example 2

(a) Singing and running

(b) Proplylaea and Parthenon

(c) Delian

Example 3

(a) Running races and chariot racing

(b) Bronze statue of Athena 

Ivory statue of Athena

(c) Delos

Examiner Commentary

(a) 2/2 – Both these answers are credited even though ‘singing’ is not listed in the specimen mark scheme, but it was 

part of the festival as an accompaniment.

(b) 2/2 – Propylaea is misspelt but clearly recognisable to be awarded the mark.

(c) 1/1 – Despite the candidate making a slight mistake with the name, benefit of doubt has allowed the mark to be 

awarded.

Examiner Commentary

(a) 2/2 – On mark scheme

(b) 2/2 – Although the technical terms have not been used, it is what they are made of and the candidate has 

differentiated between them.

(c) 1/1 – On mark scheme



GCSE (9–1) Ancient History Candidate style answers

6 © OCR 2019

Example 1

It is clear that Pericles was a highly respected leader.  He “respected the liberty of the people” but was able to “hold 

them in check” if they suggested unwise things.  Pericles was able to control the Athenian people rather than being led 

and controlled by them.  We can infer that Pericles was a skilful orator as he “was able to speak angrily to them and to 

contradict them” and was able to use his skill to “restore” them to their senses or their confidence.  Pericles was actually 

the most powerful person – “the first citizen” – when the demos should have been the most powerful. 

Question 12

Passage C

Pericles, because of his position, his intelligence, and his known integrity, could respect the liberty of the 
people and at the same time hold them in check.  It was he who led them, rather than they who led him, 
and since he never sought power from any wrong motive, he was under no necessity of flattering them: 
in fact, he was so highly respected that he was able to speak angrily to them and to contradict them.  
Certainly when he saw they were going too far in a mood of over-confidence, he would bring back to 
them a sense of their dangers; and when they were discouraged for no good reason he would restore 
their confidence.  So, in what was nominally a democracy, power was really in the hands of the first 
citizen.

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, 2.65

What can we learn from Passage C about the role of Pericles in Athens?        [5]

Examiner Commentary

Level 3 – 4/5

The response contains quotations from the passage and have explanations linked to them, although a “skilful orator” is 

not strictly relevant to Pericles’ ‘role’ in Athens but it does draw on the feature identified in the previous sentence..
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Example 2

From Passage C we can see that Pericles was an intelligent man who was respected by the people.  He was their leader 

and never had the “wrong motive” for doing things.  He was a good orator who “was able to speak to them angrily” if he 

needed to.

Example 3

Pericles was the most important person in Athens during this time.  He was a strong leader who was also clever and 

had “integrity”.  This is demonstrated that he was prepared to stand up to the masses when he felt they were doing 

something wrong and contradict them publicly.  

Examiner Commentary

Level 1 – 1/5

This response is a Level 1, due to few details which are not very developed and there is no specific link back to the 

question.

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 3/5

There is some detail with a clear value judgement in the response.  Development of other features of Pericles’ role would 

put this into Level 3.
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Example 1

I think that Thucydides’ account of Pericles is accurate.  Thucydides was an Athenian and he was alive during the events 

which he was writing about, therefore he would know about the politics of the time, even if we was a bit biased towards 

Pericles.

Question 13

Passage C

Pericles, because of his position, his intelligence, and his known integrity, could respect the liberty of the 
people and at the same time hold them in check.  It was he who led them, rather than they who led him, 
and since he never sought power from any wrong motive, he was under no necessity of flattering them: 
in fact, he was so highly respected that he was able to speak angrily to them and to contradict them.  
Certainly when he saw they were going too far in a mood of over-confidence, he would bring back to 
them a sense of their dangers; and when they were discouraged for no good reason he would restore 
their confidence.  So, in what was nominally a democracy, power was really in the hands of the first 
citizen.

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, 2.65

Using details from Passage C, evaluate how accurate you think Thucydides’ account of Pericles role is.    [5]

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 3/5

This response demonstrates understanding that Pericles and Thucydides were contemporaries and that Thucydides 

would have been aware of politics.  The use of the word ‘bias’ should be avoided by candidates as there is a tendency for 

them not to quantify it.  There needs to be more specific discussion of the passage, to increase the level.
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Example 2

Thucydides’ account is a somewhat accurate representation of Pericles’ role in Athenian politics.  Thucydides used 

a critical evidence-based approach to writing his history and he did not deal with myths and the supernatural like 

Herodotus.  He was also alive during the events which he describes.  However, Thucydides may be slightly biased in 

favour of Pericles, as Thucydides was later ostracised in 424 BC and therefore may have exaggerated Pericles’ good nature 

to help contrast more with the later Athenian leaders.

Example 3

We can see elsewhere in the ancient sources examples which help support the account of Pericles’ role in Athens.  For 

example in Plutarch’s Life of Pericles, who tells stories about Pericles’ not being corrupt by leaving a wedding party early 

and being the most important person in Athens.  Therefore I think Passage C is accurate.  

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 4/5

The candidate understands Thucydides’ views of the leaders who followed Pericles, that Pericles and Thucydides were 

contemporaries and also briefly covers Thucydides’ method.  More focus needs to be on the actual passage for full marks 

to be awarded.

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 2/5

This candidate has made no reference to the passage beyond the general role.  Candidates should be reminded that each 

question is treated individually, so candidate do need to give some context.  There is comparative with another source, 

but it is not relevant here. 
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Example 1

A lot of Athenians did not like the Spartans because they were different from them and a lot of the Spartans did not like 

the Athenians either.  The Spartans were very good fighters on the land but the Athenians had a very strong navy.  Athens 

had a big empire of islands which they controlled using their ships while the Spartans controlled a lot of cities in the 

Peloponnese using their well-trained soldiers.  However, when the Spartan’s slaves revolted, they couldn’t defeat them so 

asked their allies, including Athens, for help.  They then got scared of the Athenians and sent them away as they thought 

they might not actually help them.  It made Sparta look a bit weak and the Athenians stupid.  Both of them wanted to be 

the most powerful place in all of Greece and so they fought a war to see who was the best.  

Question 14

Explain what caused the relationship between Athens and Sparta to break down.   [10]

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 4/10

There is reference to the Helot Revolt, but not the technical term and there is an understanding that this caused tension.  

There is some attempt to explain the differences in the two power bases and reasons for tension.  
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Example 2

Thucydides says the main reason was the Spartans fear of the growing power of Athens.  This can be seen in our period, 

when Athens had started to become a huge empire after the end of the Persian Wars.  The island of Thasos, which 

was revolting, had requested Spartan aid to help relieve the Athenian siege.  However there was an earthquake which 

prevented from them helping as the helots revolted.  The Spartans could not put it down and asked for help.  The 

Athenians came but were quickly sent away as the Spartans feared that the Athenians would side with the helots.  This 

caused the first open disagreement between the two city-states. 

Megara was also an important factor in the breakdown.  Aristophanes claims that the Athenians introduced the Megarian 

decree due to the Megarians stealing some of Aspasia’s (Pericles’ mistress) prostitutes.  Bans were put on goods from 

Megara.  They caused hardships and Megara petitioned Sparta to have them overturned.  Another reason was due to 

Corinth petitioning the Spartans to go to war, due to Athenian involvement with Corycya and Potidaea. 

Therefore I believe the Spartan fear of Athens, helped by the petitioning of key allies, resulted in the breakdown of the 

relationship and the beginning of war in 431. 

Examiner Commentary

Level 5 – 10/10

This response demonstrates thorough knowledge with a full range of factors including reference to the Thucydides’ Trap.  

There is reference to sources and a clear conclusion was drawn.
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Example 3

At the end of the battle with the Persians, the Spartan Pericles was in charge.  However Athens wanted to be in charge so 

got him removed.  Athens then created a big empire.

Athens then had many revolts to deal with but so did Sparta.  Athens had to deal with the revolt of Naxos and while at 

the same time Sparta also had a slave revolt to deal with.  Sparta asked their friends to help them out and Athens sent 

some troops to help.  Soon after they arrived, they were then sent away.

After this war was declared.  Sparta declared war and attacked Athens.  But the Athenians were scared of losing so hid 

behind their walls, so they couldn’t actually fight each other but it caused the plague.

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 4/10

The candidate has displayed basic knowledge of the walls and revolts, but has not provided much detail.  There is some 

misunderstanding of the timeline of events and the end of the Persian wars and beginning of Pericles’ power.  This is a 

narrative rather than analysis of the causes.
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Example 1

Democracy was central to Athenian society as it involves so many people.

All citizens were able to take part in democracy.  They could take part in the assembly on the pynx where they voted on 

important decisions such as who to elect as a general.  If someone had a good idea, they could speak in the assembly 

and try to persuade people to vote for their idea.  

People would also serve on the council which decided what was going to be discussed at the assembly.  There were 

500 members each year so a lot of people would have been involved in politics at some point.  The people had to come 

from all over Athens so it is clearly an important part of society in Athens.

They would also serve as jurors in the law courts and would have been paid money to do this.  The law courts were also 

very big – the smallest was 201 people – because it was harder to bribe so many people!  It was also hard to bribe a law 

court as the jurors would turn up and get allocated a law court using an allotment machine so no one knew what trial 

they were going to be on beforehand.  As so many people were needed for a trial this just shows that a lot of people 

were going to have to be involved in this and therefore it must have been a very important part of life in Athens.  They 

even got paid which just shows how important it was in Athenian society.

People were also allowed to take part in ostracism.  This was when, annually, 6,000 citizens were able to vote for who they 

think was going too much power in Athens, and which ever man received the most votes would be exiled from Athens 

to somewhere outside of Greece.

In conclusion, democracy was important to people as it allowed them to have a voice.  It also involved a lot of people in 

the assembly, the council, the law courts and voting in ostracisms.  Because it had some many people involved it must 

have been important to them otherwise they wouldn’t have been involved in it.

Question 15

To what extent do you think Athenians believed democracy was at the centre of their society?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as supporting your answer with your 
own knowledge.             [20]
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Example 2

On the one hand, Athenians believed democracy was the centre of society because it allowed all people to have a voice.  

For example, Plutarch tells us about Pericles being the voice of the poor by sharing out the states wealth and giving 

the thetes more power.  This shows us that democracy was extremely important for the masses as it allowed everyone 

to participate and give their opinion.  This means that democracy was successful at giving the poor a voice.  Although 

Plutarch was a biographer – so wasn’t writing history – he was writing 500 years later which also gave him hindsight but 

this doesn’t mean he was 100% accurate about what he was writing about.

On the other hand, democracy might not have been at the centre of society because some might have seen it as a waste 

of time.  This is because serving on the juries, council or as a magistrate only took them away from their jobs.  Those who 

couldn’t afford to leave their job for up to one year may believe that money is still the centre of society. 

However, democracy could still be said to be the centre of society because those who participated in it had a lot of 

power over almost all aspects of life.  For example, Thucydides tells us that Pericles had free power over public spending 

after he was challenged over it, because he threatened to dedicate all buildings in his own name.  This shows us the 

power of rhetoric in democracy and how it is the centre of society.  Thucydides is also very reliable as he is a historian and 

he is very factual. 

In conclusion, I believe democracy is undoubtedly at the centre of society according to Athenian beliefs.  This is because 

democracy was a way for everyone to state their opinion and make life and society better.  Furthermore, it shows that 

democracy can be used to gain power.  Also, those who did not show up to democracy (the Assembly, jurors etc.) were 

punished showing the importance of it in the eyes of Athenians. 
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Example 3

I think Athenians held democracy in very high regard.  We know from the existence of the Assembly as explained to us 

by Aristotle that the Athenians believed in everyone having a say.  Any Athenian male citizen over the age of 18 could 

speak at the Assembly, no matter how rich or poor, and could get their ideas passed.  While women could help to make 

decisions through their husbands they were not allowed to participate or vote.  Also, despite letting all men have a say, 

through the power of rhetoric, one person could subtly take control of public opinion and use it for their own gains, like 

Pericles did.

Aristotle tells us that any person over the age of 30 could serve on in the boule of 500 and only serve twice during their 

life.  He also tells us that Athenians could serve as jurors in the law courts after Ephialtes reforms, which meant that most 

trials now happened in the law courts rather than the Areopagus.  The introduction of jury pay would have also increased 

the chance of getting people from poorer families to participate in the democratic system.  Although most of this 

information comes from Aristotle and he was writing about democracy in the 4th century, I think we can the conclude 

that even though some of his details might not be 100% accurate, that democracy was still central to their society during 

Pericles’ lifetime.  

However, there are other aspects that were central to Athenians.  There were religious and cultural things which were 

also very important to Athenians.  Athena and Poseidon were incredibly important to Athens, so much so that they 

included images of them on the pediments of the Parthenon.  Athena held a very important part in Athenian lives; the 

Panathenaia which was held every year was a massive celebration of Athena which included a procession to the acropolis 

as can be seen by the frieze on the Parthenon.  It was the biggest festival of the year, so would have been very central 

to their lives.  Pericles’ Funeral Oration also shows the importance of culture, as well as military success and politics 

freedoms, when he says that Athens was “an education to Greece”.  Thucydides is unlikely to have perfectly recorded 

Pericles’ speech, but it is likely that the general impression and key ideas he raised have been accurate portrayed.

Theatre and plays were also very important to Athenians which can be seen in the City Dionysia.  Here there were three 

tragedies performed, such as Medea and also comedies.  These tragedies covered controversial topic areas.  The tragedy 

Medea covers topics like divorce and shows how hard and unfair the position of women was in society where men 

could divorce them because they wanted to.  Xenophon also tell us about what men wanted an ideal woman to be like.  

Therefore, I think that other things like the running of the household were much more central to women’s lives than 

democracy.  

To conclude, I think that for male citizens democracy was a central part of their lives although there were other important 

areas.  However, for women, who could not take part, things such as domestic life were more central in their lives.
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Examiner Commentary

Example 1

Level 2 – 8/20

This response contains no references to sources and it is a narrative of what democracy entailed, not what Athenians may 

have thought about.  The candidate needs to answer the question, so it is limited to a Level 2.

Example 2

Level 3 – 12/20

The candidate has included some sources reference and has made an attempt at analysis, although it is a little vague.  

The candidate has used technical terms and there is an understanding of the pressure of taking part in the Athenian 

democratic process and that there could be punishment.  There needs to be much more source reference to increase this 

to a Level 4.

Example 3

Level 5 – 20/20

This candidate has material culture compared with literary record and there is an attempt at source analysis.  There is 

discussion of a variety of elements and there is an attempt at the inclusion of the poor, the level of detail combined with 

source analysis places this in Level 5.
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