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Introduction

OCR has produced this resource to support teachers in interpreting the assessment criteria for the new 
GCSE (9–1) Ancient History specification and to bridge the gap between new specification’s release and 
the availability of exemplar candidate work following first examination in summer 2019. 

The questions in this resource have been taken from Section B of the J198/02 Rome and its neighbours 
specimen question paper, which is available on the OCR website.  The answers in this resource are a 
mixture of candidate responses and responses written by an senior examiner.  They are supported by an 
examiner commentary.  

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any way constitute 
an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.  Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible 
level for each response, when marking these answers in a live series the mark a response would get 
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which considers the big picture of the year’s scripts.  
Therefore the levels awarded here should be considered to be only an estimation of what would be 
awarded.  How levels and marks correspond to grade boundaries depends on the Awarding process that 
happens after all/most of the scripts are marked and depends on a number of factors, including candidate 
performance across the board.  Details of this process can be found here:  
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf.

http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
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Example 1

(a) Cannae

(b) His Father had fought and lost against the Romans in the first punic war.  So he made Hannibal swear to always 

“be an enemy of Rome”.  Another reason was to increase and expand Carthage’s empire.  Rome was an obstacle to 

the Carthaginian expansion.

(c) Maharbal told him to fight straight “for the capitol” as they had already beaten a lot of troops at Cannae and then 

Romans would be caught off guard.  He also told Hannibal that he could “win a battle” but couldn’t exploit that 

victory.

Question 6

(a) Name the final battle in the Second Punic War.       [1]

(b) Give two reasons why Hannibal started the war against the Romans.     [2]

(c) Give two details from the advice Maharbal gave to Hannibal after the battle of Cannae.  [2]

Examiner Commentary

The student provides an inaccurate answer for part (a). Part (b) and (c) are precise answers which fully meet the demands 

of the question. 4/5
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Example 3

(a) Zama

(b) Revenge for the First Punic War 

To expand the Carthagionan empire

(c) That they should attack Rome straight away and they shouldn’t give the Romans time to recover.

  

Example 2

(a)  the battle of Zama

(b) Revenge for the Roman Conquest of Sicily, Corsica and Sardina.  His father Hamilcar made him swear to despise 

the Romans from a young age (personal)

(c) He said they should act while the Romans were still recovering (and sack Rome).  He said that within 4 days they 

could be dining on the Capitol.

Examiner Commentary

The students has provided concise and accurate answers which fully meet the demands of the question.  5/5

Examiner Commentary

The response offers a series of answers to part (b) and (c) which lack precision. The answers are, however, sufficient to 

achieve the marks on offer.  5/5
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Example 1

We learn that Hannibal is quick thinking as he does not advance his troops but sends “his Gallic guides forward to 

reconnoitre” as a result of this Hannibal learnt that the narrow passes were defended at day but “at night the tribesmen 

all slipped away”, which meant he could advance unharmed through the night.  This passage also shows how he was not 

rush in his decisions, he halted his men and sit up camp and did not attack them head on as “they would have inflicted 

dire slaughter and panic on the army”.

Question 7

Passage B

From the Druentia, Hannibal approached the Alps … . As the column started up the first slopes, the 
mountain tribesmen appeared threateningly above them, standing on their high crags. Had they laid 
ambushes and attacked suddenly from the better cover of the valleys, they would have inflicted dire 
slaughter and panic on the army. Hannibal ordered his column to halt and sent his Gallic guides forward 
to reconnoitre. Once he discovered that there was no way through, he set up camp in the widest valley 
he could find amid all the boulder-strewn terrain and precipitous mountain slopes. … he [Hannibal] 
learned that though the narrow passes were defended by day, at night the tribesmen all slipped away to 
their homes. At dawn the next day, therefore, he advanced towards the high ground as if determined to 
force a passage openly through the pass in daylight. His soldiers spent the rest of the day on activities 
designed to conceal his real intentions, building fortifications round the camp in the same position where 
they had originally halted.

Livy, The History of Rome 21.32

What can we learn from Passage B about Hannibal’s leadership?          [5]

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 3/5

The response identifies two factors from the passage and develops them with some confidence. It lacks the depth and 

sophistication of the highest level, but is nonetheless a strong Level 2 response. 3/5
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Example 2

Passage B tells us that Hannibal possesses lots of skills that would make him a good leader.  The passage tells us that 

Hannibal sent the guides to reconnitre which shows that he is naturally cautious and calculating.  It is also shown that he 

knows when to fight as he stopped to set up camp.  The idea of the activities “to conceal his real intentions” surely would 

have convinced the tribesmen.

Example 3

Hannibal shows himself to be a good leader by recognising that there is a threat of possible hostile men, before sending 

his Gallic guides ahead “to reconnoitre” and find out the plans strategic positions of the enemy.  This shows that he is 

wise and cautious and that he thinks ahead.  He also shows good leadership by acknowledging that his enemies can be 

exploited because they only guard the pass by day, so he advances at dawn when the enemy would have slipped away 

to their homes.  His tactical wisdom is also demonstrated by his decision to make his troops carry out activities that will 

“conceal his real intentions”. This shows that he knows how to gain an upper hand by tricking his enemies.

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 2/5

This response also finds two factors from the passage and supports with some evidence. It lacks precision and is 

underdeveloped. 2/5

Examiner Commentary

Level 3 – 5/5

This example is a controlled response which draws upon and analyses several features from the source to create a 

confident Level 3 answer. 5/5
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Example 1

Livy was writing about these events a few hundred years after they actually happened.  He would never have been 

an eyewitness to these thing and wouldn’t have met an eyewitness who was still alive.  Livy has been known to over 

exaggerate his sources, describing people like Hannibal as a “master of military tactics”.  He has not named his source or 

how he found it, suggesting that some minor details are made up.

Question 8

Candidate A

Passage B

From the Druentia, Hannibal approached the Alps … . As the column started up the first slopes, the 
mountain tribesmen appeared threateningly above them, standing on their high crags. Had they laid 
ambushes and attacked suddenly from the better cover of the valleys, they would have inflicted dire 
slaughter and panic on the army. Hannibal ordered his column to halt and sent his Gallic guides forward 
to reconnoitre. Once he discovered that there was no way through, he set up camp in the widest valley 
he could find amid all the boulder-strewn terrain and precipitous mountain slopes. … he [Hannibal] 
learned that though the narrow passes were defended by day, at night the tribesmen all slipped away to 
their homes. At dawn the next day, therefore, he advanced towards the high ground as if determined to 
force a passage openly through the pass in daylight. His soldiers spent the rest of the day on activities 
designed to conceal his real intentions, building fortifications round the camp in the same position where 
they had originally halted.

Livy, The History of Rome 21.32

Using details from Passage B, evaluate how accurate you think Livy’s account of these events is.     [5]

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 3/5

This example fails to use the passage, although they do identify a number of factors to analyse the accuracy of Livy’s 

account, but not this particular passage.  This is a sound Level 2 response.
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Example 2

Livys account of what happens here seems to be quite detailed as he even tells us of the landscape and the time of 

day.  One of the problems with Livy is that I find it hard to believe that no one would have stood watch over the army at 

night.  Doing things at night would have been the most obvious thing for the army to do.  Livy wasn’t around when this 

happened so he could have been making things up as it is unlikely he would have met anyone from this time. 

Example 3

We must question how Livy was able to find out some of the finer details, such as the fact that there was “boulder-strewn 

terrain” and “precipitous mountain slopes”, considering that Livy never visited the places that he described.  However we 

know that Livy based his work on the works of Polybius (and other earlier historians).  Indeed, Polybius does describe a 

similar passage in book 3 of the ‘Rise of the Roman Empire’.  Polybius did visit the places he described and did cross the 

Alps, so the fact that Livy used Polybius’ work makes this particular passage easier to believe and trust.  We most also 

question how Livy found out about the details of the events and conflicts between Hannibal and the tribesmen, such as 

the fact that Hannibal attacked at dawn, seeing as Livy was writing around late 1st century BC and these events were in 

218 BC.  However, again, his use of other earlier contemporary sources makes his work more trustworthy.  

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 2/5

The response begins by attempting to evaluate the passage in terms of the level of detail provided but fails to give an 

opinion after the first sentence to address the question.  The personal response which questions the likelihood of the 

story is, however, developed into a basic conclusion by looking at Livy’s lack of personal experience.  

Examiner Commentary

Level 3 – 5/5

Example 3 is a very confident response.  The candidate’s evaluation is based upon a number of factors which are all 

drawn from the passage.  A secure understanding of Livy’s methods and comparison with Polybius’ work are used to 

make a substantiated conclusion. 
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Example 1

Fabius Maximus was elected Dictator in Rome’s time of need against Hannibal.  Although greatly praised by Livy, Polybius 

and Plutarch, they all agree that he was very unpopular with Rome’s Senate.  His major tactic against Hannibal was not 

to engage him in battle, but make sure Hannibal could see some of Fabius’ men to make sure he knew Rome was still 

watching him.  Hannibal needed to get food and equipment for his men, and the fastest way to do that was by looting 

dead bodies after a battle or pillaging a settlement.  This tactic effectively starved Hannibal and his men of gaining quick 

supplies, making them rely fully on supplies from Africa.  The Romans accused Fabius of putting off a fight so he could 

stay Dictator.  Plutarch says they accused him of finding a vantage point to “see Rome fall by fire and sword”.  Plutarch 

also names the one person who saw this tactic as a genius move, that man being Hannibal himself, knowing that this was 

limiting his supplies.

Question 9

Explain the importance of Fabius Maximus’ tactics in the Second Punic War.     [10]

Examiner Commentary

Level 3 – 6/10

The response demonstrates very good understanding and thorough knowledge.  There is, however, no clear 

substantiated argument about his importance.  
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Example 2

Fabius Maximus’ tactics were essential in the defence and final victory over the Carthaginian forces.  Although many 

thought of him as a coward, he was actually extremely courageous as he knew that if he let the “nicknames and harsh 

words effect him, he would be a greater coward” than if he changed his plan”.  By avoiding any pitched battles with the 

superior Carthaginians, he not only protected his own men but ate away at the moral, supplies and men of Hannibal’s 

army.  These tactics were so good due to the fact that it was extremely hard for any reinforcements to reach Hannibal due 

to the superior Roman navy.  The tactics would become the blue print for the Roman commanders after the disaster at 

the battle of Cannae.  This shows their importance as after 216 BC, the Carthaginians were definitely on the back foot.

Example 3

Fabius Maximus’s was one of the first Roman generals to hold his own against Hannibal.  This was because of his new 

ideas and tactics.  The basic idea of his tactic was to not engage Hannibal in a fight, but rather just to tail him a certain 

distance behind.  This tactic was especially wise as so far no Roman general had managed to defeat Hannibal in battle.  

I think that Fabius Maximus tactics had considerable importance during the war, as it placed Hannibal under the constant 

pressure of having a Roman army so close to him, and limited his choices.  This also meant that the army no longer 

had to worry about what Hannibal was planning and where he was.  Another reason that Fabius’s tactic was especially 

effective was that he was well aware of Carthaginian military superiority, so instead of attempting to beat him in battle, he 

engaged Hannibal in a war of Attrition that he was inevitably going to lose, as he was stranded in the middle of a foreign 

country with no reinforcements.

Examiner Commentary

Level 5 – 9/10

A focused response with an excellent understanding and a clear substantiated argument.  Factors do lack the depth but 

there is sufficient detail here to secure a Level 5. 

Examiner Commentary

Level 4 – 7/10

A substantiated and well organised response which shows good understanding.  This candidate does not include 

enough specific detail to warrant the highest level.  
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Example 1

Hannibal was undisputably a highly skilled general, but in all of his victories Roman incompetence played a part.

We need to ask ourselves about our sources.  I am firstly going to look to see if my sources are reliable.  Polybius is a 

more contemporary source than Livy as he actually interviewed primary sources that fought at the battles.  Livy did 

not research the history and failed to check the truth of his sources.  Polybius was a military man so he understood the 

battle formations and tactics unlike Polybius Livy had no knowledge of fighting tactics and did not visit any of the battle 

sites.  He therefore did not understand the topography of the battles.  Livy writes for effect, Polybius is honest and more 

reliable.

At the start of the Second Punic War you would have thought that the Carthaginians would have won as they 

experienced Numidian Cavalry, baleric slingers and African heavy infantry etc.  They also had a great leader Hannibal 

who thought ahead and understood the tactics and topography.  Hannibal was a determined leader who even did the 

unordinary which was take his men and 37 elephants over the Alps in horific conditions.  

In the battle of Trebia the Romans had a leader called Sempronius who was eager to fight as he only had 1 month left as 

consul.  Hannibal took this into account and had his men ambush the Romans who were unaware.  Sempronius was not a 

good consul as he made his men go through icy river without any armour on, they were not prepared.  Mago was hidden 

in the river with 1,500 cavalry and men who ambushed them and killed a lot of Romans.  Sempronius escaped.

In Polybius it talks about lake Traisemere and how Hannibal knew and understood Flaminus’ character.  Hannibal 

provoked him by lighting all the land apart from Flaminus’.  This angered him and made him start the battle.  Hannibal 

got the Romans including Flaminus to follow him up the foggy hills.  Hannibal had hid his men up on the hills and 

defeated the Romans killing Flaminus.

Livy talks about the battle of Cannae who was commanded by Paulus (who was killed) and Varro who is said to be 

inexperienced.  Hannibal knew this and waited to fight on Varro’s day.  Varro had an army of 80,000 and thought that 

he could defeat Hannibal by using more men to attack the centre.  What he didn’t know was that Hannibal had put his 

formation in a bow shape, which again defeated the Romans killing thousands.  Varro escaped.  Livy describes Varro as 

the one who causes the problems leading up to Cannae but he may be exaggerating to make him a scapegoat.

In conclusion, although Hannibal was an extremely skilled general, it was the Romans incompetence that facilitated the 

opportunities to use that skills.

Question 10

‘Hannibal’s early victories against the Romans were entirely due to Hannibal’s skill as a general.’  How far do 
you agree with this view?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as supporting your answer with 
your own knowledge.            [20]
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Example 2

One of Hannibal’s greatest victories was at the Battle of Cannae. This battle was one that truly makes people wonder 

whether it was Hannibal’s leadership, or the incompetence of Roman leaders that caused him this victory, as well as all the 

others.

Hannibal had the greater army, which consisted of Numidians, Spaniards, Africans, Gauls and native tribes from the area. 

He arrived at the Battle before the Romans did and chose to start at the top of a hill with the sun behind him. Once the 

Romans entered the battle Hannibal got his cavalry to chase away the Roman cavalry on the wings, and got his Gauls and 

Spaniards to surround the enemy remaining. The Romans charged forwards, pushing through the Carthaginian ranks, not 

knowing they had been completely encircled, Hannibal’s wings to their left and right, the returning cavalry blocking their 

exit, and Hannibal’s men towards the front being reinforced.

The Romans weren’t as prepared for the Battle as Hannibal was. Their army was being led by the two consuls at the 

time, Varro and Paulus. Paulus wanted to keep using Fabius’ plan to wait until Hannibal was desperate for a fight, but 

Varro wanted to attack. The Consuls had a router on who was in command per day, and this conversation apparently 

happened on one of Paulus’ days, but when Varro was in command, he made the army advance towards Hannibal, 

without consulting Paulus. As they went into battle, the sun behind Hannibal’s men flashed in their eyes, making it hard 

to see, which was increased by dust from the battlefield also blinding them. They watched their cavalry run away and 

their troops blindly charge forward into a trap, showing a lack of discipline within the ranks. Paulus was killed in the 

fighting, and the few surviving men ran to the near city of Cannae, instead of regrouping, and were mostly cut down by 

the enemy cavalry.

How the sources were able to get all this detail is unknown to me. Livy was the main writer I’ve studied about this battle 

and he used a lot of his own opinion in this. Varro was seen as being incompetent before the battle had begun in Livy’s 

writing, showing that having a benefit in hindsight made it obvious that he was bad at this. There were also a band 

of Neuminians in Hannibal’s army that broke away from the main army and ran towards the Romans with concealed 

weapons. Livy said they used trickery like they always did, suggesting that they were disliked for doing this. Livy was 

writing this mostly to please the people who would read this in Rome, so he would make the winners look good from the 

beginning and make the losers seem stupid and shouldn’t have been left with that responsibility.

I think that Hannibal’s leadership was a key factor in all his victories, but the incompetence of the Romans who he fought 

against was a greater reason for all his victories.
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Example 3

Hannibal’s skill as a general must be considered the most significant factor for his victories in the early years of the Second 

Punic War.  Admittedly, over-confidence and rashness contributed to his successes, but it was Hannibal’s leadership which 

exploited these weaknesses. 

An area of significant debate concerns Hannibal’s decision to cross the Alps.  Hannibal, knew that the Roman navy 

could potentially destroy his army before he had even set foot in Italy.  If he was going to prevent an invasion of Iberia 

and Carthage, Hannibal needed to take the battle to Northern Italy and use Magilus’ promise of growing unrest to 

destabilise Rome and seek a victory peace.  To do this Hannibal had to move about 25,000 soldiers and auxiliaries across 

the Pyrenees and the Alps in terrible conditions.  Livy and Polybius are both pro-Roman writers who recognised the 

significance of this feat.  The very fact that Carthage was able to challenge Rome and invade Italy demonstrates the 

outstanding organisational skills which would hand him early victories.

 The battles of Ticinus and Trebia at the close of 218 BC are often overlooked by historians – but Polybius and Livy 

were very conscious of their significance.  After crossing the Alps Hannibal’s army was exhausted and short of supplies.  

Hannibal’s gamble was successful and the appearance of his army panicked the Roman consuls.  Cornelius Scipio 

attacked in a cautious manner, whilst Hannibal, Polybius suggests, used speed to surround the Roman army with the 

Numidian cavalry.  Sempronius was also outwitted at Trebia.  Hannibal used the Roman desire for glory to convince 

Sempronius to march his troops into a freezing river when harried by the Numidian cavalry.  This decision was fatal.  

Superior tactics won both battles.

Polybius, a military advisor for the Scipio family, would have access to eyewitness accounts of these events and despite 

a few embellishments, such as the young Scipio Africanus, rushing to his fathers’ rescue, they can be trusted.  Polybius 

makes it clear that Hannibal was a great general.   Livy’s account, which draws heavily upon other histories which are lost 

to us, makes it clear that it was Hannibal’s planning which tricked the Roman generals into making fatal mistakes.  Livy’s 

account does betray a Roman bias, by suggesting Hannibal needed tricks to win.  Yet this bias proves Hannibal was a 

skilled general.

Hannibal’s victories at Cannae and Trasimene were also achieved by using the weaknesses of the Roman generals.  

Polybius writes extensively about Hannibal’s use of psychological warfare before Trasimene and Cannae.  In his mind, 

setting fire to the countryside forced Flaminius to act rashly.  Likewise, Varro wished to abandon the Fabian strategy to 

bring glory back to Rome.  Both men knew that their reputations were being destroyed by Hannibal and they needed to 

meet him in battle.  Hannibal exploited this pressure.   At Trasimene a trap was set pushing the legions into the lake.  At 

Cannae, Hannibal surrounded the Roman army by deploying a complex retreat which dragged the Roman army out of 

shape and into Hannibal’s trap.  Both tactics are still taught to army officers around the world as examples of advanced 

strategy.

However, Livy does suggest that Varro was solely to blame for defeat in 216.  Livy describes how Varro seeks the support 

of the people by seeking conflict at Cannae and attacking Fabian tactics as cowardly.  If Varro was totally responsible for 

the defeat it is difficult to see how the Senate would have awarded Varro an honour for defending Rome, and why would 

have asked him to lead the invasion of Iberia.  Livy, and to a lesser extent Polybius, are exaggerating the flaws of the 

Roman consuls to lessen the scale of the Roman armies defeats.

After 216 Hannibal was not the underdog, and Rome fully adopted Fabian tactics to prevent him from using his military 

brain.  Prior to this Hannibal’s was able to use his strategic mind to devastating effect.
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Examiner Commentary

Example 1

Level 3 – 12/20

Example 1 has a clear line of argument which is supported by sound understanding and knowledge.  The answer may 

have a strong narrative element, but each factor is linked to the line of argument with some confidence.  Unfortunately, 

the candidates’ treatment of the ancient historians is ‘tacked on’ and is not used to evaluate the weight of the different 

factors they are examining.  Furthermore, the treatment of Livy is weak and inaccurate.  

Example 2

Level 3 – 9/20

Example 2 focuses upon the battle of Cannae, and as a consequence is not meeting the full demands of the question.  

There is a detailed and relatively accurate narrative of the battle and some weak evaluation of Livy’s approach to writing 

history.  The candidate does make some supported judgements, but they do not explicitly link to the conclusion.  It was 

felt that this response warranted a mark from the bottom of Level 3.

Example 3

Level 5 – 20/20

Example 3 is a strong Level 5 response.  It is well organised and uses a number of key factors to create a sustained and 

confident argument.  There is good coverage of the key areas and an analysis of the ancient historians is used to show 

why their point of view is accurate.  
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