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Introduction

OCR has produced this resource to support teachers in interpreting the assessment criteria for the new 
GCSE (9–1) Ancient History specification and to bridge the gap between new specification’s release and 
the availability of exemplar candidate work following first examination in summer 2019. 

The questions in this resource have been taken from Section C of the J198/02 Rome and its neighbours 
specimen question papers, which is available on the OCR website.  The answers in this resource are either 
candidate answers written in exam conditions or have been adapted from candidate work produced 
under exam conditions.  They are supported by an examiner commentary.  

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any way constitute 
an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.  Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible 
level for each response, when marking these answers in a live series the mark a response would get 
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which considers the big picture of the year’s scripts.  
Therefore the levels awarded here should be considered to be only an estimation of what would be 
awarded.  How levels and marks correspond to grade boundaries depends on the Awarding process that 
happens after all/most of the scripts are marked and depends on a number of factors, including candidate 
performance across the board.  Details of this process can be found here:  
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf.

http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
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Example 1

(a) Caesarion

(b) Egypt was important because it was a client state to Rome and they sold their grain and oils to Rome for a low 

price.

(c) Julius Caesar and Cleopatra met when she was snuck into the palace in Alexandria hidden in a rug. Caesar had 

arrived in Alexandria to stop the civil war in Egypt. It was from this that Cleopatra wanted to meet Caesar to 

perhaps try to seduce him. Hence why she arrived in a rug instead of trying to normally break in.

Question 11

(a) Name Cleopatra and Julius Caesar’s son.         [1]

(b) Give one reason why Egypt was important to the Romans.       [1]

(c) Give three details from Cleopatra’s first meeting with Julius Caesar.     [3]

Examiner Commentary

5/5 – Example 1 is a sound response which provides more detail than necessary.
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Example 2

(a) Caesarion

(b) Egypt was important as it exported grain, textiles and other items.

(c) Cleopatra smuggled herself into the Egyptian palace where Caesar was staying inside a roll of carpet.  She was 

smuggled in by the guards and slaves.  She boasted to Caesar about Egypt’s grain supply and wealth, in attempts 

to get Caesar to ally with her in Egyptian Civil War against her brother Ptolemy XIII.

Example 3

(a) Caesar

(b) Grain

(c) Cleopatra was smuggled into the audience of Caesar wrapped in a carpet.

Examiner Commentary

5/5 – Example 2 is a strong response.  Once again the candidate provides more detail than necessary when describing 

the first meeting of Cleopatra and Caesar. 

Examiner Commentary

3/5 – Example 3 is a weaker response.  Question 11(a) is incorrect and the final question only contains enough detail for 

two marks.  Being ‘smuggled’ and her being ‘wrapped in a carpet’ are two distinct features. 
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Example 1

Within the passage of Velleius Paterculus, it is describing the event of the Battle of Actium where Octavian Caesar had 

everything including general, rowers and soldiers but all that Antony had were soldiers and Cleopatra.  Antony however 

realised that Cleopatra had left and so he ran after her, leaving his army fighting Octavian Caesar and his army alone.  

Although Antony had fled his soldiers did not give up and fought till death.

Question 12

Passage C

Then the day of the greatest battle arrived. Now Octavian Caesar and Antony led out their fleets to fight, 
one to save the world, the other to destroy it. … At the start of the battle, one side had everything – 
general, rowers, and soldiers; the other had nothing except soldiers. Cleopatra was the first to flee. 
Antony preferred to join the fleeing queen rather than his fighting soldiers; the general, who ought to 
have punished deserters severely, became a deserter from his own army. Even though they had lost 
their leader, they were determined to carry on the fight for as long as and bravely as they could; despite 
losing hope for victory they fought to the death. … To be honest, the soldiers had been the best of 
generals, while the general took the role of the worst soldier fleeing the battle; it might be asked whether 
he would have acted in victory as he wished or as Cleopatra wished since it had been her decision which 
had led him to flee.

Velleius Paterculus, History of Rome, 2.85

What can we learn from Passage C about the Battle of Actium?          [5]

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 3/5 

The response selects the key details of the passage.  The candidate has not, however, explicitly drawn out the 

characteristics and features and, as a consequence, does not develop their response sufficiently to warrant a mark from 

Level 3
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Example 2

The Battle of Actium took place on the sea, rather than on land – which was a controversial decision.  Velleius Paterculus 

describes how from the very start it was expected to be an unfair battle as one side brought “general, rowers and 

soldiers” whereas the opposing side only had “soldiers”.  This passage explains that Cleopatra fled first, which was easier 

to do as the Battle of Actium was occurring at sea.  Once Cleopatra had decided to escape, Antony also flees.  Antony’s 

soldiers, despite being betrayed by “their leader” remained “determined” and “fight for as long and as bravely as they 

could”.

Example 3

The passage is referring to the battle of Actium in 31 BC.  It is describing how Octavian came “to save the world” and 

that Anthony was going to destroy it.  The passage also refers to the thought that Antony was not going to win.  It also 

describes how Cleopatra fled and was followed by Anthony although his men “were determined”.

Examiner Commentary

Level 3 – 5/5

Example two at first glance appears to mirror Example 1.  There are, however, some important nuances which place this 

at the top of Level 3.  The candidate makes a good inference regarding the location of the battle.  Secondly, the candidate 

uses analysis to draw their answer together and emphasise how the battle was ‘unfair’ and the impact of Antony’s 

betrayal. 

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 3/5 

Example 3 is a concise response, but one which competently selects the key details from the passage and draws out 

some of the characteristics.  It is worth noting that the candidate makes reference to the “thought that Antony was not 

going to win” but fails to develop this.  Whilst weaker than Example 1, there is sufficient detail and understanding here to 

achieve the top of Level 2. 
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Example 1

Velleius Paterculus could be reliable, however he is a historian and he could have exaggerated the situation which could 

make it less reliable.  Although he lived after the time of the event it could be possible he heard the story from someone 

else and wrote it exaggerating out the facts.

Question 13

Passage C

Then the day of the greatest battle arrived. Now Octavian Caesar and Antony led out their fleets to fight, 
one to save the world, the other to destroy it. … At the start of the battle, one side had everything – 
general, rowers, and soldiers; the other had nothing except soldiers. Cleopatra was the first to flee. 
Antony preferred to join the fleeing queen rather than his fighting soldiers; the general, who ought to 
have punished deserters severely, became a deserter from his own army. Even though they had lost 
their leader, they were determined to carry on the fight for as long as and bravely as they could; despite 
losing hope for victory they fought to the death. … To be honest, the soldiers had been the best of 
generals, while the general took the role of the worst soldier fleeing the battle; it might be asked whether 
he would have acted in victory as he wished or as Cleopatra wished since it had been her decision which 
had led him to flee.

Velleius Paterculus, History of Rome, 2.85

Using details from Passage C, evaluate how accurate you think the description of the events in the passage 
is.                 [5]

Examiner Commentary

Level 1 – 1/5

This response is typical of Level 1 where the candidate has analysed in a very basic way the historical context in which 

Velleius Paterculus was writing.
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Example 2

In my opinion these accounts are fairly accurate.  Even though Velleius Paterculus was not alive at the time of the battle, 

we know from other sources that Cleopatra fled first and that Antony followed.  Therefore this bit is accurate.

On the other hand Velleius Paterculus wrote this in the time of Augustus so as not to displease his ruler he would have 

made him look good.  We see this when he writes “one to save the world, the other destroy it”.  This shows that he 

portrays Augustus as the saviour of the world.  This leaves me to believe that he is slightly biased in how he describes 

Octavian, Antony and Cleopatra.

In conclusion I believe that most of the facts are right but he favours Octavian throughout the piece.

Example 3

Though Vellieus Patercullus claims he is a historian, his writing would have been greatly influenced by the leader he was 

under at the time he wrote, Augustus.  Augustus is Octavian, he had changed his name by this stage.  Commissioned by 

Augustus to write a great history of Rome, like the Greeks had, Vellieus Patercullus had to write biased towards his ruler.  

He had to make Anthony and Cleopatra looks as villains and Augustus (Octavian) appear as the righteous leader and 

saviour of Rome.  Therefore I do not think this account of the Battle of Actium in 31 is accurate because his ruler wanted 

him to make Anthony and Cleopatra look like dishonest enemies.

Examiner Commentary

Level 3 – 4/5

This response in comparison is a sound Level 3 response.  The candidate is combining Paterculus’ context and the source 

content to make a sustained judgement about the accuracy of a particular part of the passage.  Admittedly, it could have 

been improved by giving a source reference – Plutarch – rather than stating “we know from other sources”.  Likewise, the 

candidate makes the common assumption that all historians writing in Augustan period were producing propaganda for 

him.  A more sophisticated answer may have recognised that Paterculus was writing for Tiberius, and flattered the Julio-

Claudian family in recognition of the help they gave him throughout his military and political career..

Examiner Commentary

Level 2 – 3/5

The candidate’s reliance on the assumption Augustus controlled historians limits the scope of the answer especially, as 

historians believe the history was written after Augustus’ death.  Candidates could be more sophisticated if they drew 

upon Paterculus’ career as a soldier in the army, and his relationship with Tiberius.  There is a good attempt to combine 

the content of the passage with Paterculus’ context to illustrate the significance of Antony’s and Octavian’s depiction. 
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Example 1

Cleopatra’s relationship was significant both for her and also Egypt. 

Cleopatra was helped into power by Julius Caesar through the defeat and death of her co-ruling brother, Ptolemy XIII.  

Her father had insisted that she share the throne with her brother.  At some point Cleopatra was driven out of Alexandria 

by her brother and forced into hiding.  However, Julius Caesar had just arrived at this point in Egypt to deal with Pompey.  

Plutarch tells is that she was smuggled into the audience wrapped in a carpet.  Here she convinces Caesar to aid her in 

removing her brother from power.  Caesar was able to crush Ptolemy XIII’s army and place Cleopatra on the throne. 

Cleopatra was a formidable woman and a woman of great guile.  Plutarch tells us that she never needed an interpreter 

for she knew many languages and Dellius when sent by Antony to arrange a meeting “immediately recognised her 

cleverness and cunning in conversation”.  She may have been able to overcome the problems without Caesar, using her 

own political skill, but it would have taken her far longer.

However, dealing with Rome was a different story.  She would have grown up well aware of her father’s downfall, and 

the importance of having a patron in Rome.  Egypt was a Roman client kingdom.  This would have meant that Cleopatra 

needed a strong ally in Rome to ensure that the Senate did not suddenly decide to invade and incorporate Egypt into the 

Empire, as it was phenomenally wealthy and could provide much needed grain to Rome.  This is shown that when Julius 

Caesar was assassinated, Cleopatra allied herself with another Roman, Mark Antony.

Question 14

Explain the significance of Cleopatra’s relationship with Julius Caesar.     [10]

Examiner Commentary

Level 5 – 10/10

There is a sustained argument throughout and the candidate develops this through three key areas.  The importance 

of the relationship is debated effectively and supported by detailed and accurate knowledge.  The candidates ability to 

combine the three key aspects to develop their argument shows sophistication at GCSE level. 
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Example 2

Julius Caesar relationship to Cleopatra was significant to her gaining power as at the time, Egypt was under Rome’s 

control and had had client kings (Ptolemy XII for example, Cleopatra’s father).  Client kings were inserted and removed 

from power art the will of the patron because it was favourable for the Roman patron to have a loyal and useful king in 

power.

After her first meeting with Julius Caesar, her brother Ptolemy XIII entered only to see Cleopatra with Caesar.  This sent 

him into a “rage” and he ordered some guards in.  Cleopatra would likely have been killed on the spot without Caesar’s 

intervention when he produced the will of Ptolemy XII declaring that he had wanted them both to rule.

Caesar’s help did not stop there!  One of Ptolemy XIII advisors started a war with Cleopatra and Caesar who kept 

Ptolemy XIII hostage, later releasing him to fight Cleopatra’s sister who had taken over from Ptolemy XIII advisor after 

killing him, but instead they joined forces against Cleopatra and Caesar.  Eventually Ptolemy XIII was killed and Cleopatra 

ruled with Ptolemy XIV, her other brother.  In Egypt, a woman could not rule on her own so Cleopatra was fortunate that 

she had Caesarion, Caesars son, who she ruled with.  She may have been forced out of power if she didn’t have Caesarion 

to co-rule with her (even though he was young).

Caesar also made it so Rome recognised her as ruler of Egypt when he was made dictator and he eventually returned to 

Rome with Cleopatra.  I don’t think Cleopatra would have been able to rule Egypt without Caesar.  This means she was 

heavily reliant on him to give her her power.

Examiner Commentary

Level 4 – 8/10

The candidate develops a series of key events from Cleopatra’s life and evaluates the impact of Julius Caesar upon them.  

Each is well supported by good supporting evidence.  The different aspects are not, however, drawn together explicitly to 

develop the argument and are effectively 4 separate statements.  
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Example 3

I believe that Cleopatra’s relationship with Julius Caesar was significant for her but not as much as one might think.

Cleopatra owed Julius Caesar a lot of thanks for the support he gave her during the fighting between Ptolemy XIII.  

Without Julius Caesar’s support, Cleopatra would not have survived as queen of Egypt.

The relationship was also significant that it allowed Cleopatra to ally with an important Roman which allowed Egypt not 

to be swallowed up in the Roman Empire.  

However Cleopatra had no real power without a powerful Roman supporting her.  After Julius Caesar was assassinated, 

Cleopatra managed to ally herself with Mark Antony.  

After Julius Caesar was assassinated, their son, Caesarion, was overlooked as heir.  Instead Julius Caesar named his 

adopted son Octavian (Augustus) as heir, however Caesarion still posed a threat to Octavian whilst he was alive as another 

legitimate heir.  

Although Cleopatra visited Rome with Julius Caesar on a number of occasions, she seemed to annoy many important 

Romans.  Cicero wrote in a letter saying how annoying he found her and her slaves. 

Examiner Commentary

Level 4 – 7/10

The candidate draws upon a wide selection of evidence which feeds into the judgement offered in the first sentence.  

The response does not, however, develop any of these points. 
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Example 1

There are some sources that go against this statement.  Firstly, in Plutarch we hear of Antony giving land and honours to 

Cleopatra and her children.  This would imply that Cleopatra actually benefitted from Mark Antony and their relationship.  

Antony also allowed Caesarion to be Caesar’s son and so Cleopatra had a direct connection to Rome.  This would have 

benefitted Cleopatra greatly, and not led to her downfall.  However, Plutarch cannot entirely be trusted.  Mainly because 

he wanted to portray Antony in his biography as a weak man who was easily changed.  This means he would have 

exaggerated everything Antony did to help Cleopatra because this was his character according to Plutarch.  Therefore we 

cannot be sure how much Cleopatra benefitted from Antony.

Another reason why Cleopatra’s downfall wasn’t caused by Antony can be seen in Cicero’s letters.  When he met 

Cleopatra in Rome he remarked that she was insolent and rude to him, and not beautiful and submissive as a woman 

should be.  Here we can see the prejudice against powerful women that the Romans had.  This tells us that the reason 

for Cleopatra’s downfall may have been because many Romans didn’t want a women to be too powerful, and so her 

downfall had to happen.

One reason for Cleopatra’s downfall being related to Mark Antony could be shown in Paterculus.   He talks of Antony’s 

defeat in Parthia, and how he lost a lot of baggage and did badly.  Although it’s not directly implied in the source, 

because of this, Octavian may have believed that Antony was feeble opposition and easy to take on, and, as Cleopatra 

gave him supplies for war, she then was defeated because of Antony’s incompetence.  This isn’t stated in the source, but 

we can learn of Antony’s incompetence from Paterculus.  This may have been exaggerated however, mainly because 

Paterculus was writing during the Augustan age and was therefore obliged if he wanted people to read what he wrote to 

write that Octavian was a superior military commander

One reason for Antony being the downfall of Cleopatra is because he put in his will he wanted Alexandria to be the 

capital of Rome, as stated in Plutarch.  This may have been good for Cleopatra if it occurred, but because Octavian read 

it in the Senate, she became an enemy of the Romna people and so was likely to fail.  This could also be interpreted that 

Octavian was the reason for his downfall, because he did that, he started the civil war.  This quite likely to be true, mainly 

because Plutarch had access to memoirs we don’t have today and also because he wasn’t writing of Antony’s character so 

there is no need for him to alter the facts.

Overall, this statement is agreed and disagreed by the sources, but because of the lack of reliability we can’t be sure and 

come to a conclusion.  However, we see in Plutarch that Octavian read out Antony’s will in the Senate, starting unrest in 

Rome leading to the Civil War.  This suggests Octavian was one of the leaders of the civil war.

Question 15

To what extent do you agree that Cleopatra’s downfall was caused by her relationship with Mark Antony?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as supporting your answer with 
your own knowledge.            [20]
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Example 2

Cleopatra met Mark Antony in Tarsus in 41 BC.  This is the first, definite meeting between the two though they likely 

would have met before.  They immediately became close and Antony wintered in Alexandria in 40 BC.  Antony was soon 

recalled to Rome and was married to Octavia.  He did not see Cleopatra again until around 37/38 BC.  He closened their 

relationship while he prepared for his Parthian campaign in 36 BC, and after that failed and Octavian failed to live up to his 

side of the Treaty of Tarentium, Antony effectively left Octavia and lived with Cleopatra and their children in Alexandria.  

In 44 BC, Antony made the Donations of Alexandria after his successful Armenian invasion the year before.  At this point 

Octavian and Antony were preparing for war and in 32 BC Antony divorced Octavia and married Cleopatra.  They then 

lost at Actium in 31 BC and were defeated and then committed suicide in 30 BC.

It is possible to say that if Cleopatra had not got involved with Antony she would never have fallen so low.  However 

I disagree.  She could not have tied herself to Octavian as Antony was in the East and would have retaliated if she had.  In 

addition Octavian would never have allowed her to tie herself to him, knowing the effect it would have on his reputation.  

However she could also not simply do nothing, as Egypt needed the support of a powerful Roman to keep it stable, 

internally and from external threats.

While the sources focus on how Cleopatra brought Antony down they give very little mention as to whether Antony 

brought Cleopatra down.  They condemn her and claim she was attacked by Octavian because she was planning to 

destroy Rome, which she could not have done if she was not involved with Mark Antony.

Another point is that even if she had not supported Antony, Octavian would likely have taken Egypt anyway, to control 

the grain supply, meaning Cleopatra would be deposed anyway.

The Augustan poets and Valleius Paterculus can be treated as the same for this instance.  They were contemporary writers 

who could speak to the eyewitnesses, but they were writing under the Augustan regime, which means that they blame 

Cleopatra for the war and don’t give the idea that Cleopatra’s downfall was caused by Antony a second thought.  Plutarch 

is a little better but he is writing later and he has to use them for sources and he will also grown up with the tale of 

Cleopatra the evil queen, who corrupted Antony and tried to destroy Rome.  Therefore he is not particularly reliable.

In conclusion then I do not feel that Cleopatra’s downfall was linked to her relationship with Antony, as a) she could not 

do anything else and b) she would likely have been conquered by Octavian anyway.  The sources are not much use in 

this instance, both unreliable and eerily silent on this matter.  It is therefore simply my own opinion, but I feel strongly that 

Cleopatra’s relationship with Mark Antony starved off her downfall until 31 BC, by protecting her from Octavian and other 

foreign enemies.
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Example 3

Cleopatra and Mark Antony are an infamous relationship of ancient times that is still talked about today.  Cleopatra kills 

herself when she realises she cannot live without Antony – Horace describes her to be “drunk on Italian wine”, clearly 

suggesting infatuation for Antony.  We can therefore suggest that her relationship with Antony led to her downfall, 

because Plutarch also states that when Antony dies, Cleopatra’s is maddened and uses asp venom to commit suicide 

soon after.  Had it not been for her relation with Antony it is possible to suggest that she would not have offended Rome 

and would not have killed herself.

There is evidence that also further supports this belief.  In 51 BC, she gains approval in Rome by sending the ring leaders 

of a mutiny that killed two sons of a prestigious Roman to be dealt with by the Romans – she is thus shown to be 

intelligent and cunning and not initially causing Rome offense; one can therefore suggest it was Antony’s interference 

that led to her downfall.  

Indeed, Cleopatra had had a good relationship with Julius Caesar and that had not led to her downfall.  On the contrary, 

her relationship with Caesar saw her reach the pinnacle of her power, as she named her son Caesarion and built the 

Caesareum.  However, after the assassination of Julius Caesar, and Octavian being named as heir meant Cleopatra’s 

position was more strained as her son Caesarion also had a claim to be the heir of Julius Caesar.  This suggests that 

Cleopatra’s downfall wasn’t entirely due to her relationship with Mark Antony but linked to the power struggle after Julius 

Caesar’s death, which Mark Antony was a major player in.

There is however evidence to suggest that Cleopatra’s relationship with Antony did not lead to her downfall, and that she 

herself was disliked in Rome prior to her relationship with Antony.  In a letter to Atticus, Cicero describes her as arrogant 

and ugly, showing clear anti-Cleopatra sentiment.  This was private letter, our only contemporary source so reliably 

informs us of what some Romans of the time were thinking about Cleopatra.  

Cleopatra’s downfall was also due to Octavian’s cunningness on pinning the blame on her as her relationship with 

Antony had changed him greatly in a bad way in Rome’s eyes.  Plutarch shows how Antony made a mess of the 

Parthian campaign as he was too busy thinking about Cleopatra.  This is only further fuelled by Cleopatra’s jealous and 

manipulative actions.  Plutarch states how Cleopatra felt threatened by Octavia, Antony’s wife and sister of Octavian, and 

“pretended” to be jubilant whilst in his presence and then weak when not.  This caused Antony to decide to stick with 

her.  Antony also made donations of land to Cleopatra and her children.  This all helped Octavian start a war against them.  

Octavian and the Augustan poets portray the war as one between a foreign queen and Rome.  This is clearly propaganda 

to show how Octavian wanted to depict these events, but also supports the view that Cleopatra’s downfall was linked to 

her relationship with Antony.

Furthermore, her relationship with him partly ensured the defeat at the battle of Actium.  Plutarch tells us that Antony 

had 100,000 infantry to Octavian’s 80,000, means a land battle would make more sense.  However Cleopatra persuaded 

Antony that the battle should be fought on sea even though he did not have enough man power to sail the ships. 

Antony agreed to this.  Plutarch and Paterculus describe the battle and how Antony abandoned his men to flee with 

Cleopatra who had left him during the battle.  The sources suggest that if it weren’t for her interference, he would have 

made better decisions, and thus both their downfalls can be linked to their relationship.

I believe that Cleopatra’s downfall was due to her relationship with Antony but also Octavian being able to exploit it to 

justify going to war with Antony.  However Cleopatra’s influence in deciding the nature of the actual battle of Actium was 

decisive in leading to her and Antony’s downfall.  Therefore I agree that Cleopatra’s relationship with Antony ultimately 

caused both of their downfalls.
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ntExaminer Commentary

Example 1

Level 4 – 13/20

The candidate shows considerable strength when utilising the ancient historians within their answer.  This response, 

however, fails to sustain this.  There is no sustained argument and the candidate makes a vague conclusion which lacks 

a definitive opinion.  Furthermore the source analysis is not consistently developed with detailed knowledge about the 

period.  For example, the candidate does not tell us why Antony was incompetent or develop sufficiently the origins of 

the civil war and its impact on Cleopatra. 

Example 2

Level 4 – 15/20

There is good knowledge and understanding to show how Cleopatra’s relationship with Antony caused her downfall.  

The candidate then develops a cogent argument by evaluating and critiquing the ancient sources to suggest Antony 

preserved her status until Actium.  It fails to reach the highest marks as the latter part of the essay lacks factual support. 

Moreover the candidate uses counter-factual statements to develop the argument in places. 

Examples 3

Level 5 – 18/20

The candidate selects a number of key events and uses them to evaluate the question focus.  Analysis is convincing 

and supported by detailed knowledge throughout.  Evaluation of the sources accuracy and reliability is not sustained 

throughout the response, but when it is used it is concise and analytical.  
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