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2 A Level Ancient History

30 mark essay question

Assessment Objectives

AO3 = 15 marks = Use, analyse and evaluate ancient sources within their historical context to make judgements and reach conclusions about:
•	 historical events and historical periods studied
•	 how the portrayal of events by ancient writers/sources relates to the historical contexts in which they were written/

produced.

AO2 = 10 marks = Analyse and evaluate historical events and historical periods to arrive at substantiated judgements.

AO1 = 5 marks = Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the historical periods studied.

Please note that while the descriptors for AO2 and AO3 are given separately in the levels, the analysis and evaluation of sources & 
historical events and historical periods may be combined in responses.

Additional guidance
The ‘Indicative content’ is an example of historically valid content; any other historically valid content is acceptable and should be credited in line 
with the levels of response.

Level Marks Level descriptors

Level 5 25–30

•	 Response uses a very good range of fully appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are thoroughly analysed and evaluated, 
to reach logically reasoned, well-developed judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were 
produced, and to draw fully substantiated and convincing conclusions about the historical issue in the question. (AO3)

•	 The response has an excellent explanation that convincingly and very thoroughly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order 
to reach substantiated, sustained, and well-developed judgements. (AO2) 

•	 The response demonstrates a very good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a sophisticated understanding of relevant historical 
features and characteristics.  There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. (AO1)

There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent and logically structured.  The information presented is entirely relevant and 
substantiated.

Level 4 19–24

•	 Response uses a good range of appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach logically 
reasoned, developed judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw 
substantiated and convincing conclusions about the historical issue in the question. (AO3)

•	 The response has a very good explanation that convincingly and thoroughly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order to 
reach substantiated and developed judgements. (AO2)

•	 The response demonstrates a good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a well-developed understanding of relevant historical 
features and characteristics.  There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. (AO1)

There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and logically structured.  The information presented is relevant and in the most part substantiated.
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Level 3 13–18

•	 Response uses a range of appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach logically reasoned 
judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw supported, plausible 
conclusions about the historical issue in the question. (AO3)

•	 The response has a good explanation that convincingly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order to reach supported 
judgements, though these are not consistently developed. (AO2)

•	 The response demonstrates a reasonable range of accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and a reasonable understanding of relevant 
historical features and characteristics.  There is a consistent focus on the question through most of the answer. (AO1)

There is a line of reasoning presented with some structure.  The information presented is in the most-part relevant and supported by some evidence.

Level 2 7–12

•	 Response uses some appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach judgements about how 
the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw some supported conclusions about the historical 
issue in the question. (AO3)

•	 The response has an explanation that analyses and appraises historical events and periods, and this is linked appropriately to judgements made, 
though the way in which it supports the judgements may not always be made fully explicit. (AO2)

•	 The response demonstrates a limited range of accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though 
this may lack detail.  The question is generally addressed, but the response loses focus in places. (AO1)

The information has some relevance, but is communicated in an unstructured way.  The information is supported by limited evidence, the relationship to the 
evidence may not be clear.

Level 1 1–6

•	 Response uses a limited selection of appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are analysed and evaluated in a basic way, 
and this is linked to basic, generalised judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced.  
There are some basic conclusions about the historical issue in the question, though these may only be implicitly linked with the analysis and 
evaluation of the sources. (AO3)

•	 The response has some explanation which analyses and appraises historical events and periods in places, and this is linked appropriately to 
some of the judgements made, though the way in which it supports the judgements is not made explicit. (AO2)

•	 The response demonstrates some limited knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though lacking detail 
and in places inaccurate.  The question is only partially addressed. (AO1)

Information presented is basic and may be ambiguous or unstructured.  The information is supported by limited evidence.

0 No response or no response worthy of credit
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20 mark interpretation question

Question 3 How convincing to you find xxx’s interpretation ...

Assessment Objectives
AO4 = 15 marks = Analyse and evaluate, in context, modern historians’ interpretations of the historical events and topics studied.

AO1 = 5 marks = Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the historical periods studied.

Additional guidance

The ‘Indicative content’ is an example of historically valid content; any other historically valid content is acceptable and should be credited in line 
with the levels of response.

Please note that interpretations can be evaluated in the context of the wider historical debate connected with the issue or of the historical context 
about which the historian was writing.  There is no expectation that the interpretation will be evaluated in the context of the methods or approach 
used by the historian, or how the interpretation may have been affected by the time in which they were writing, though credit can be given for this 
approach to evaluation if done in a way which is relevant to the question.

A learner’s knowledge and understanding of the historical period, including the ancient sources may be credited, but only where it is presented in a 
way which is relevant and intrinsically linked to the analysis/evaluation/use of the interpretation, it should not be  credited in isolation.

Level Marks Level descriptors

Level 5 17–20

•	 Response has a very through and sustained analysis of the interpretation, in context, to produce a convincing and fully substantiated evaluation 
in relation to the question. (AO4)

•	 The response demonstrates a very good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a sophisticated understanding of historical features and 
characteristics that are fully relevant to the question. (AO1)

Level 4 13–16

•	 Response has a through and sustained analysis of the interpretation, in context, to produce a convincing and well supported evaluation in 
relation to the question. (AO4)

•	 The response demonstrates a good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a well-developed understanding of historical features and 
characteristics that are fully relevant to the question. (AO1)

Level 3 9–12

•	 Response has a good analysis of the interpretation, in context, to produce a supported evaluation in relation to the question. (AO4)

•	 The response demonstrates a reasonable range of accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and a reasonable understanding of historical 
features and characteristics that are relevant to the question. (AO1)
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Level 2 5–8

•	 Response has some analysis of the interpretation, in context, to produce a partially supported evaluation in relation to the question. (AO4)

•	 The response demonstrates a limited range of accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though 
this may lack detail. (AO1)

Level 1 1–4

•	 Response has a basic analysis of the interpretation, with parts of the answer just describing the interpretation.  Response produces a very basic 
evaluation in relation to the question. (AO4)

•	 The response demonstrates some limited knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though lacking detail 
and in places inaccurate. (AO1)

0 No response or no response worthy of credit
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12 mark source utility question

Assessment Objectives

AO1 = 6 marks = Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the historical periods studied.

AO3 = 6 marks = Use, analyse and evaluate ancient sources within their historical context to make judgements and reach conclusions about how 
the portrayal of events by ancient writers/sources relates to the historical contexts in which they were written/produced.

Additional guidance
The ‘Indicative content’ is an example of historically valid content; any other historically valid content is acceptable and should be credited in line 
with the levels of response.

Level Marks Level descriptors

Level 6 11–12

•	 The response demonstrates an excellent range of accurate and very detailed knowledge and a very sophisticated depth of understanding of 
historical features and characteristics that are fully relevant to the question. (AO1)

•	 Response uses a very good range of fully appropriate examples from the set of ancient sources.  The set of sources is thoroughly analysed and 
evaluated to reach substantiated, well-developed judgements about how the way the context in which the sources were produced impacts on 
them and their usefulness for the issue in the question. (AO3)

Level 5 9–10

•	 The response demonstrates a very good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a sophisticated understanding of historical features and 
characteristics that are fully relevant to the question. (AO1)

•	 Response uses a good range of fully appropriate examples from the set of ancient sources.  The set of sources is thoroughly analysed and 
evaluated to reach developed judgements about how the way the context in which the sources were produced  impacts on them and their 
usefulness for the issue in the question. (AO3)

Level 4 7–8

•	 The response demonstrates a good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a well-developed understanding of historical features and 
characteristics that are fully relevant to the question. (AO1)

•	 Response uses a good range of appropriate examples from the set of ancient sources.  The set of sources is analysed and evaluated  to reach 
developed judgements about how the way the context in which the sources were produced impacts on them and their usefulness for the issue 
in the question. (AO3)

Level 3 5–6

•	 The response demonstrates a reasonable range of accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and a reasonable understanding of historical 
features and characteristics that are relevant to the question.  (AO1)

•	 Response uses a reasonable range of appropriate examples from the set of ancient sources.  The set of sources is analysed and evaluated to 
make some basic judgements about how the way the context in which the sources were produced impacts on them and their usefulness for 
the issue in the question. (AO3)
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Level 2 3–4

•	 The response demonstrates a limited range of accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though 
this may lack detail. (AO1)

•	 Response uses a few appropriate examples from the set of ancient sources.  The set of sources is analysed and evaluated in a basic way to make 
some basic judgements about how the way the context in which the sources were produced impacts on them and their usefulness for the 
issue in the question. (AO3)

Level 1 1–2

•	 The response demonstrates some limited knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though lacking detail 
and in places inaccurate. (AO1)

•	 Response uses a few appropriate examples from the set of ancient sources.  The set of sources is analysed and evaluated in a basic way but 
judgements about how the context in which the sources were produced impacts on them and their usefulness for the issue in the question are 
either not present or are not linked to analysis and are merely assertions. (AO3)

0 No response or no response worthy of credit
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36 mark essay question

Assessment Objectives

AO3 = 18 marks = Use, analyse and evaluate ancient sources within their historical context to make judgements and reach conclusions about:
•	 historical events and historical periods studied
•	 how the portrayal of events by ancient writers/sources relates to the historical contexts in which they were written/

produced.

AO2 = 12 marks = Analyse and evaluate historical events and historical periods to arrive at substantiated judgements.

AO1 = 6 marks = Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the historical periods studied.

Please note that while the descriptors for AO2 and AO3 are given separately in the levels, the analysis and evaluation of sources &
historical events and historical periods may be combined in responses.

Additional guidance
The ‘Indicative content’ is an example of historically valid content; any other historically valid content is acceptable and should be credited in line 
with the levels of response.

Level Marks Level descriptors

Level 6 31–36

•	 Response uses an excellent range of fully appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are very thoroughly analysed and 
evaluated, to reach very logically reasoned and well-developed judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in 
which they were produced, and to draw fully substantiated, very convincing conclusions about the historical issue in the question. (AO3)

•	 The response has an excellent explanation that convincingly and very thoroughly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order 
to reach substantiated, sustained, and well-developed judgements. (AO2) 

•	 The response demonstrates an excellent range of accurate and very detailed knowledge and a very sophisticated depth of understanding of 
relevant historical features and characteristics.  There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. (AO1)

There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent and logically structured. The information presented is entirely relevant and 
substantiated.

Level 5 25–30

•	 Response uses a very good range of fully appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are thoroughly analysed and evaluated, 
to reach logically reasoned, well-developed judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were 
produced, and to draw fully substantiated and convincing conclusions about the historical issue in the question. (AO3)

•	 The response has a very good explanation that convincingly and thoroughly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order to 
reach substantiated, sustained and developed and judgements. (AO2) 

•	 The response demonstrates a very good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a sophisticated understanding of relevant historical 
features and characteristics.  There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. (AO1)

There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear and logically structured.  The information is relevant and in the most part substantiated.
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Level 4 19–24

•	 Response uses a good range of appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach logically 
reasoned, developed judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw 
substantiated and convincing conclusions about the historical issue in the question. (AO3)

•	 The response has a good explanation that convincingly and fully analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order to reach 
substantiated and developed judgements. (AO2)

•	 The response demonstrates a good range of accurate and detailed knowledge and a well-developed understanding of relevant historical 
features and characteristics.  There is a consistent focus on the question throughout the answer. (AO1)

There is a line of reasoning with some structure.  The information presented is in the most-part relevant and supported by some evidence.

Level 3 13–18

•	 Response uses a range of appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach logically reasoned 
judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw supported, plausible 
conclusions about the historical issue in the question. (AO3)

•	 The response has an explanation that convincingly analyses and appraises historical events and periods in order to reach supported 
judgements, though these are not consistently developed. (AO2)

•	 The response demonstrates a reasonable range of accurate and sometimes detailed knowledge and a reasonable understanding of relevant 
historical features and characteristics.  There is a consistent focus on the question through most of the answer. (AO1)

The information has some relevance and is presented with limited structure.  The information is supported by limited evidence.

Level 2 7–12

•	 Response uses some appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are analysed and evaluated, to reach judgements about how 
the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were produced, and to draw some supported conclusions about the historical 
issue in the question. (AO3)  

•	 The response has an explanation that analyses and appraises historical events and periods, and this is linked appropriately to judgements made, 
though the way in which it supports the judgements may not always be made fully explicit. (AO2)

•	 The response demonstrates a limited range of accurate knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though 
this may lack detail.  The question is generally addressed, but the response loses focus in places. (AO1)

The information has some relevance, but is communicated in an unstructured way.  The information is supported by limited evidence and the relationship to 
the evidence may not be clear.
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Level 1 1–6

•	 Response uses a limited selection of appropriate examples from the ancient sources.  The sources are analysed and evaluated in a basic way, 
and this is linked to some basic, generalised judgements about how the way they portray events relates to the context in which they were 
produced.  There are some basic conclusions about the historical issue in the question, though these may only be implicitly linked with the 
analysis and evaluation of the sources. (AO3)

•	 The response has some explanation which analyses and appraises historical events and periods in places, and this is linked appropriately to 
some of the judgements made, though the way in which it supports the judgements is not made explicit. (AO2)

•	 The response demonstrates some limited knowledge and understanding of relevant historical features and characteristics, though lacking detail 
and in places inaccurate.  The question is only partially addressed. (AO1)

Information presented is basic and may be ambiguous or unstructured.  The information is supported by limited evidence.

0 No response or no response worthy of credit
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