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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y105/01 series overview
Y105 is one of thirteen units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiry or source-based option and an essay.
The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory source
questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four sources to
assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay question from a
choice of two.
To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question.
To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.
Overview of candidate performance
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

considered the provenance of the source(s) and used relevant contextual knowledge
linked the contextual knowledge clearly to the source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not
reached an overall judgement as to the extent to which the sources supported the view in the
question
in answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth
gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic.
reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question
made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

did not consider both the provenance and use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources
wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment of the sources, with very little consideration of
one of the sources
reached a judgement based on their knowledge rather than the sources
showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay
were unable to support their answer with relevant material
did not focus on the precise wording of the question
made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions.
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Section A overview
Section A is the source element of this paper and the A Level examination, testing AO2. It is therefore
important that responses are driven by the sources as this is the only part of the examination where this
is tested. There is one compulsory question in this section. The question requires candidates to use all
four sources to assess how far they support a view. Candidates are advised to spend slightly longer on
Section A as it carries more marks than Section B. Centres should be aware that in answering the
question there is no requirement for candidates to group the sources and that any level or mark can be
achieved without this. However, candidates do need to consider all four sources and in order to reach
the higher levels should assess the provenance of each source and test the validity of the source using
contextual knowledge. In order to reach the highest levels there should be clear evidence of a judgement
about the sources, based on an assessment of their provenance and the use of contextual knowledge,
and the extent to which they support the view.

Question 1

Candidates had a good understanding of the four sources and were able to use them to address the
focus of the question. Sources A and D were used well by most candidates to argue that Warwick’s role
was crucial to Yorkist success, whilst most suggested that Source C did not support the view in the
question. Most responses suggested that Source C by focusing on Warwick’s flight at the second Battle
of St Albans suggested that he was not crucial to Yorkist success. Source B was handled the least well
of the sources with many simply suggesting that it did not mention Warwick and therefore this showed
that he was not important. However, higher ability candidates were able to place the events in a wider
context and consider how far Warwick had prepared the ground for York’s return or to look at events
after this and consider how far Warwick was responsible for turning the tide in favour of York after the
murmurings, mentioned in the Source, against him. Despite this, most responses did show a clear
understanding of the sources and were able to use the content to address the question and therefore
take the answer into Level 3.
The provenance of the sources was often simplistic. A number of answers did not go beyond the basic
comments that because it was written at the time it was reliable or because it was a chronicle it would be
reliable. However, responses that were aware of the chronology of the events were able to use that
knowledge well to explain whether the sources were likely to have either a Yorkist or Lancastrian bias.
This was done particularly well with Source D, where most commented that because it was written
during the reign of Edward IV it was likely to be pro-Yorkist. There were also some strong comments
about Source A, with many aware of the Paston’s and their disputes in East Anglia and how that might
make them pro-Yorkist. Others picked up on the tone of the Source and used that to suggest it appeared
to be pro-Yorkist. Sources B and C were handled less well, although some responses did refer to the
language of Source B to suggest a pro-Lancastrian emphasis.
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Contextual knowledge was often used well, particularly in assessing Sources B, C and D. Source A was
handled less well, although many responses were able to place the battle in context and comment on the
significance of the death of Somerset. In considering Source B strong responses placed it in the context
of the Parliament of Devils or compared it with York’s attempted coup at Dartford. A good knowledge of
the chronology of events allowed many to comment on the events described in Sources B, C and D and
mention was made of the importance of the Battles of Northampton, Wakefield and Towton, as well as
Warwick’s earlier withdrawal to Calais. Most were also able to comment on the significance of London
and its lack of support for the Lancastrian cause and use that to explain the support there was for
Edward, mentioned in D.
As suggested in the general comments, a number of candidates limited the levels they could achieve by
dealing either with just the provenance or using contextual knowledge. It should also be stressed that
when commenting on the provenance of sources it is expected that candidates will have made
progression from GCSE. However, Exemplar 1 below provides a good example of a response where
both contextual knowledge and provenance have been considered. There does not have to be equal
weight given to both, but to reach the top level both should be discussed for each source. This response
also shows evidence of a response where a judgement is made about the sources in relation to the
question.

Exemplar 1
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Section B overview
In Section B candidates are required to answer one question from a choice of two. Given that most
candidates are likely to spend longer on Section A than B it is not expected that they will be able to cover
all the issues raised by the question. Candidates can score well by considering two or three issues in
depth and reaching a supported judgement. However, it is important to ensure that the issues selected
allow a justifiable judgement to be reached. The majority of candidates chose to answer Question 2, but
both question produced a wide range of responses.

Question 2*

This was the more popular of the two questions. Most responses were able to explain a range of reasons
for the crisis of 1470, displaying a good knowledge of the importance of the named factor. In many
instances the named factor provided candidates with a link to other factors. They used the marriage to
explain how it alienated Warwick, other nobles and created foreign policy problems. It should be
stressed that no set answer is required and whilst many did see this as the crucial event, others argued
that it was the intervention of Louis and his bringing together of Margaret and Warwick that was crucial.
Most candidates were able to write in some depth about the importance of the marriage. Answers often
commented on the impact it had on the marriage market, the fact that Elizabeth was a Lancastrian and
the impact on patronage. The issue of patronage and the marriage market was then linked to Warwick’s
position. The strongest answers also commented that the marriage was a sign that Edward, despite his
youth, was not dependent upon Warwick, and that this changed the dynamics of politics. Most responses
also noted that the marriage was seen as an insult to Warwick who had been negotiating with the French
for a marriage agreement and that this undermined him. However, some did comment that trade links
with Burgundy would have made them a better proposition. What was clear from this was that Warwick
would never be satisfied, despite the rewards he received.
The marriage was also discussed in terms of the failure of Edward’s policy of conciliation with the
Lancastrians and the impact this failure would have in 1470-1. Many answers also commented on
Warwick’s alliance with Clarence, discussing the latter’s unreliability and temperament. Responses also
considered other aspects of Edwards’s policy, particularly the fact that both Henry VI and his son were
alive and how this provided a rallying point for the Lancastrian cause, particularly given the determination
of Margaret. Her determination and the ambition of Warwick were then linked to the actions of Louis in
precipitating the crisis.
The strongest answers considered many of these issues, but what was crucial in taking them to the
highest levels was the quality of the judgements made. In many responses there was some judgement
made in the conclusion and this took responses into Level 5, but as seen in the example below there
were also responses where there were some interim judgements about the importance of the issue
being discussed. It was this, along with an overall judgement that took the answer below to Level 6.

12

© OCR 2018

A Level History A - Y105/01 - Summer 2018

Examiners’ report

Exemplar 2
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Question 3*

Responses which focused on the motives of Henry VII’s foreign policy were often strong, with many able
to discuss a good range of issues and support their arguments with precise examples. However, lower
ability candidates drifted from the focus of the question, often focusing more on the achievements of his
policy or producing more descriptive answers. When responses became descriptive it often led to limited
comments about motives or responses where the answer was only implied. Most answers that did
address the question were able to consider issues such as securing the dynasty, national security and
trade.
In discussing securing the dynasty most were able to explain Henry’s weak claim and why this was
essential. However, some low ability candidates than wrote answers that were dominated by domestic
rather than foreign policy. In discussing the securing of the dynasty many were able to use the signing of
alliances with Spain and Scotland, as well as marriage alliances to support their answer. These
responses argued that Henry wanted to gain foreign recognition, seen most notably in the Treaty of
Medina del Campo with the rising power of ‘Spain’. Discussions about national security also often
considered marriage agreements, but also considered the Breton Crisis and concern over control of the
Channel, as well as the question of securing Yorkists or Yorkist pretenders who had fled overseas.
National security was also linked to agreements reached with Scotland and trade embargos with
Burgundy, which was frequently used to show how important security was. Trade was often linked to the
issue of finance and discussed alongside the Treaty of Etaples and the French pension. Some were able
to argue that trade was important because of the income it generated from customs and that money
equated to power and security.
Lower ability candidates, whilst knowing a great deal about Henry’s policy were often unable to use their
knowledge to address the actual question. It was apparent that they were hoping for a question that
focused on how far Henry achieved his aims or whether his policy was a success. As a result, there was
often only a nod to the question in the final sentence of a paragraph, with comments such as, this shows
Henry’s motive was national security.
Exemplar 3 provides an example of answer which does remain focused on the question and shows
some developed judgement throughout, taking it into Level 6.

Exemplar 3
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