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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.

3

© OCR 2018

A Level History A - Y106/01 - Summer 2018

Examiners’ report

Paper Y106/01 series overview
Y106 is one of thirteen units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiry or source-based option and an essay.
The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory source
questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four sources to
assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay question from a
choice of two.
To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question.
To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.
Overview of candidate performance
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

considered the provenance of the source(s) and used relevant contextual knowledge
linked the contextual knowledge clearly to the source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not
reached an overall judgement as to the extent to which the sources supported the view in the
question
in answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth
gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic
reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question
made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

did not consider both the provenance and use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources
wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment of the sources, with very little consideration of
one of the sources
reached a judgement based on their knowledge rather than the sources
showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay
were unable to support their answer with relevant material
did not focus on the precise wording of the question
made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions.
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Section A overview
Section A is the source element of this paper and the A Level examination, testing AO2. It is therefore
important that responses are driven by the sources as this is the only part of the examination where this
is tested. There is one compulsory question in this section. The question requires candidates to use all
four sources to assess how far they support a view. Candidates are advised to spend slightly longer on
Section A as it carries more marks than Section B. Centres should be aware that in answering the
question there is no requirement for candidates to group the sources and that any level or mark can be
achieved without this. However, candidates do need to consider all four sources and in order to reach
the higher levels should assess the provenance of each source and test the validity of the source using
contextual knowledge. In order to reach the highest levels there should be clear evidence of a judgement
about the sources, based on an assessment of their provenance and the use of contextual knowledge,
and the extent to which they support the view.

Question 1

There was a good range of answers to the source question. Most candidates displayed a sound
understanding of most of the sources in relation to the actual question set and were able to link the
information in the source to the question. This was particularly true of Sources A, B and C. Source D was
more challenging for the lower ability answers as they were uncertain as to whether it showed support or
opposition to the restoration of Catholicism. Source A was seen clearly to offer support for the
proposition and nearly all candidates were able to select relevant material from the source to support the
view. Similarly, most were able to select material from Source B and use it to explain that the restoration
was not popular. Most also identified the more balanced nature of Source C with evidence both for and
against the proposition. However, Source D presented the greatest difficulty. Many weaker answers
simply stated that it showed there was no support as things were depressed and ruined, with people
broken in spirit. However, stronger answers debated whether this showed that people did support the
restoration as Protestantism was destroyed or whether because they were broken they accepted
Catholicism only because it was enforced and therefore not really popular.
There was little difficultly for most to apply contextual knowledge to at least some of the sources.
However, what was particularly noticeable was that the evaluation became less strong the further the
answer progressed. It was particularly noticeable that there was little use of contextual knowledge to
discuss Source D, which was often the last source considered. Contextual knowledge was used well to
test the view of Parkyn. Many made mention of the joyous welcome given to Mary or mass being said in
various parishes before laws had been repealed. In discussing B many answers did challenge the view
using the fact that there is little evidence of people being converted or that there were no revolts other
than Wyatts, which most suggested was not about religion. Some very strong answers were aware of the
moving of the burnings because of fear of unrest or the profits to be made by Kent cherry sellers and
used that to test the validity of the view. In discussing Source C a few strong answers challenged the
comment about the building of monasteries, either noting very few were refounded or pointing to the
difficulty in getting acts passed until there were guarantees about monastic lands. However, Source D
was done less well with very few aware of Mary’s appointments at Oxford.
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Discussion of provenance varied considerably. There were some simplistic comments, such as they
were written at time or were eye-witnesses and are therefore reliable. Such comments would not score
well at GCSE and did not score well at A Level. Whilst many commented on the reliability of the authors
because of their position and beliefs, the strongest answers often looked at the dates of the sources and
the geography of where they were from. Source A was written at the very start of Mary’s reign and
therefore did not cover the period of the persecutions, whilst also noting it was from Yorkshire, a
traditionally Catholic area. Similarly, comments about B and C being from the period of the persecutions
was noted and that they offered a London view. The strongest answers often picked up on Renard’s
relationship with Mary and the factional struggle at court with Gardiner urging restraint. However, there
were some who wrote that the Papacy was based in Venice or that Venice was Protestant. With Source
D most focused on the Protestant nature of the writer, but stronger answers did comment on the date
and Jewel’s absence from England during Mary’s reign.
However, it was a trend that many responses dealt with one element of the contextual knowledge or
provenance well, but not the other and this limited the mark awarded. Similarly, despite often good
contextual knowledge and provenance there was no attempt to judge the overall validity of the source in
relation to the popularity of the restoration and this also limited the response. However, Exemplar 1
below provides a good example where all three elements are considered and therefore Level 6 is
reached.

Exemplar 1
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Section B overview
In Section B candidates are required to answer one question from a choice of two. Given that most
candidates are likely to spend longer on Section A than B it is not expected that they will be able to cover
all the issues raised by the question. Candidates can score well by considering two or three issues in
depth and reaching a supported judgement. However, it is important to ensure that the issues selected
allow a justifiable judgement to be reached. The majority of candidates chose to answer Question 2, but
both questions produced a wide range of responses.

Question 2*

There was a great deal of information on which many candidates drew in order to answer this question
and it produced a wide range of responses. Those who considered the range of elements within the
Specification from which the question was drawn were able to produce a well-focused and supported
argument. The strongest answers picked up on the issue of Henry’s personality and his desire to be
seen as a renaissance prince, often more concerned with hunting, jousting and warfare than the day to
day running of government and therefore needing someone who was able and willing to deal with such
issues. This was then taken further by considering the legacy left to Henry VIII and his age. This led
candidates to discuss Henry’s warlike attitude and desire to prove himself and claim the French crown,
something that went against the peace party of his late father. Many argued that it was this that gave
Wolsey the opportunity as he supported Henry and organised the expedition to France that gave Henry
his propaganda victory. Most answers were able to consider some of Wolsey’s skills and attributes,
writing about his ability and using his career at Oxford and his flattery. The term ‘ability’ provided strong
candidates with the opportunity to consider what was meant by ability, was it the academic ability shown
at Oxford, the ability to see chances for advancement or the ability to be a flatterer. As a result, strong
answers were able to balance a range of Wolsey’s skills and abilities against Henry’s needs and produce
a well balanced answer and supported judgement.
Less strong responses lacked the supporting detail and often made unsupported assertions about
Wolsey’s abilities. Knowledge of the early campaigns in France was often superficial or confused, with a
number writing about the Treaty of London or the Field of the Cloth of Gold. There were some answers
that focused on his fall or his domestic achievements, rather than his rise.
Exemplar 2 below provides a typical example of a discussion of a range of relevant issues and a
supported judgement which takes it into Level 6.
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Question 3*

Many answers showed a good knowledge of Henry’s foreign policy in the 1540s and were able to place it
in context of his earlier foreign policy and argue that his aims showed continuity through the reign.
Answers were able to discuss a wide range of issues including dynastic security, the search for glory,
border security and Henry’s last chance to claim the French throne given his age. There were some
stronger answers that also noted he had the resources to continue the policies of his earlier years
following the dissolution of the monasteries, whilst others also pointed to the personal insult he felt by
James’ failure to meet him at York or to his vision of a united England and Scotland. However, less
strong candidates knew some details about the events but were unable to use their knowledge to
address the reasons for war and instead focused more on whether the policy was a success or failure.
The strongest answers offered a range of opinions as to which issue was the most important, although
many considered it to be glory and drew on events from the first years of his reign to support their
argument. This approach was fine provided the focus was on the 1540s and responses were simply
using their knowledge of the earlier period to support developments and policy in the 1540s. Many
responses pointed to his desire to be another Arthur or Henry V and argued that this had been
continuous throughout the reign but had not been possible following a lack of funds and the break with
Rome. They were then able to point to the return of a Habsburg alliance and the ending of the fear of a
crusade against England. Security played a significant role in many answers with some noting his
concern that he would die whilst Edward was still a minor and therefore his desire to achieve a marriage
agreement with Scotland, which would also weaken the Auld Alliance. There was much that could be
considered, but less strong responses often drifted back to the earlier part of Henry’s reign and confused
Solway Moss, Pinkie and Flodden. Much was made of the Treaty of Greenwich to show his aims and this
was then linked to the rough wooing which followed the rejection of the treaty.
There were many strong responses and it was particularly pleasing to see the large number who were
able to place the events of the 1540s in the wider context of Henry’s reign in order to reach a developed
judgement.
Exemplar 3 provides a good example of the discussion of a range of issues with substantiated
judgements.
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