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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y108/01 series overview
Y108 is one of thirteen units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an
essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory
source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay
question from a choice of two.
To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question.
To do well on Section B candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.
Overview of candidate performance
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

considered the provenance of the source(s) and used relevant contextual knowledge
linked the contextual knowledge clearly to the source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not
reached an overall judgement as to the extent to which the sources supported the view in the
question
in answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth
gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic
reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question
made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

did not consider both the provenance and use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources
wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment of the sources, with very little consideration of
one of the sources
reached a judgement based on their knowledge rather than the sources
showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay
were unable to support their answer with relevant material
did not focus on the precise wording of the question
made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions.
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Section A overview
Section A is the source element of this paper and the A Level examination, testing AO2. It is therefore
important that responses are driven by the sources as this is the only part of the examination where this
is tested. There is one compulsory question in this section. The question requires candidates to use all
four sources to assess how far they support a view. Candidates are advised to spend slightly longer on
Section A as it carries more marks than Section B. Centres should be aware that in answering the
question there is no requirement for candidates to group the sources and that any level or mark can be
achieved without this. However, candidates do need to consider all four sources and in order to reach
the higher levels should assess the provenance of each source and test the validity of the source using
contextual knowledge. In order to reach the highest levels there should be clear evidence of a judgement
about the sources, based on an assessment of their provenance and the use of contextual knowledge,
and the extent to which they support the view.

Question 1

Responses showed a good understanding of most of the sources and were able to explain the sources
in relation to the issue in the question. This was particularly true in candidate’s handling of Sources A, B
and C. Source D was handled less well, particularly by lower ability responses. Responses focused on
Sources A and B when arguing that Cromwell rejected the crown because of the army and were able to
draw on specific content from the sources to support their argument. Many responses referred to ‘First
he would to a great extent alienate himself from the militia’ in Source A and ‘the greatest part of the army
now near you are against it’ when considering Source B. There was also reference to the attitude of the
Anabaptists, which was mentioned in A and this provided some with the opportunity to link it to religious
radicalism within the army. Source C was also generally well handled with most responses commenting
that taking the crown would lead to a loss of authority. It was Source D that presented the greatest
challenge, some did comment on Cromwell’s preference for valuing the authority of Parliament, but only
a few responses showed an understanding of either the ‘good old cause’ or Providence, both of which
were alluded to in the Source. These points provided a useful balance to the argument that it was army
opposition.
The provenance of Sources A, B and C was also handled much better than D. Many commented on the
date of source A noting that it was two years before the Humble Petition and therefore the author was
not in a position to know what would happen when he was offered the crown or the reasons for his
rejection. Some also noted that Source A seemed to suggest he wanted the crown and therefore it
becomes less reliable as he did turn the offer down. Lower ability responses often resorted to very stock
comments about what information would be available to an ambassador or that it was their duty to report
the truth. Most responses handled Source B quite well, noting that the purpose of the source was to
persuade Cromwell to reject the crown. Once again there were some very general comments about it
being just the opinion of one soldier, although some did cross reference this to Source A to back up their
argument that the army was opposed. There were some comments about whether it was this type of
pressure that persuaded Cromwell to reject the offer. Source C drew a wide range of responses. At the
lower end there were again comments about it being written by an ambassador and his purpose and the
fact he was not in England to know. However, some did comment on how he had obtained his
information.
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Source D produced the least convincing assessment as many believed that the MP would be Catholic
and have been affected by Cromwell’s massacres in Ireland. Very few were able to explain the presence
of Irish MPs in the Commons or picked up that this was written just after Cromwell rejected the Crown. In
light of this, there were a few who commented on the likelihood that it did report what Cromwell had
actually said.
Contextual knowledge was used with varying degrees of success. Some responses were able to place
the sources in the context of instability and how the army had fought to remove monarchy. Comments
were made about the failings of a range of initiatives from the Rump to Barebone’s Parliament to the
Major Generals and how there was growing concern about the future as Cromwell aged. There were
some strong comments about the attitudes of men like Lambert and the ‘good old cause’, as well as
reference to the Instrument of Government and the powers that had given Cromwell. Very few responses
were able to link Cromwell’s attitude to his belief in Providence and that God had given his verdict on
monarchy in its defeat during two civil wars.
Most responses were able to explain the sources and deal reasonably well with the provenance. It was
often a lack of relevant contextual knowledge that limited progress. However, it is also important to
remember that once the sources have been explained and their provenance considered and contextual
knowledge used to test the view a judgement is required about the source and the sources as a group in
relation to the issue in the question. This is vital for responses to reach the higher levels and a good
example is evident in the response below where there is a good range of knowledge and consideration
of provenance as well as interim and overall judgement.

Exemplar 1
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Section B overview
In Section B candidates are required to answer one question from a choice of two. Given that most
candidates are likely to spend longer on Section A than B it is not expected that they will be able to cover
all the issues raised by the question. Candidates can score well by considering two or three issues in
depth and reaching a supported judgement. However, it is important to ensure that the issues selected
allow a justifiable judgement to be reached. The vast majority of candidates chose to answer Question 2,
but both question produced a wide range of responses.

Question 2

This was a very popular question and produced a wide range of responses, but encouragingly most
candidates were able to explain a range of reasons as to why he was unable to solve his financial
problems. Candidates were usually very good at explaining James’ financial problems and provided a
good range of examples of his extravagance ranging from double banquets to gifts to favourites. Most
responses also considered Parliament’s attitude towards James, often linking his extravagance to
Parliament’s reluctance. Responses also discussed James’ inherited financial problems with the
strongest answers noting that much of the inherited debt would be accounted for by the subsidies still to
be collected. A considerable number of candidates also argued that James could scarcely be blamed
either for a system that was out of date in terms of assessment or the increased expenditure that his
household required given the fact he had a wife and children. There was also often discussion of
attempts to solve the problems with much attention being given to reasons for the failure of the Great
Contract, but also to issues such as the Cockayne Project. Stronger answer often discussed the
management of his finances by officials such as Salisbury and Cranfield, with candidates considering
how far their corruption and/or reforms helped or hindered James’ position.
With most responses explaining at least some reasons candidates were able to access Level 3 and
when this was developed Level 4. However, for higher levels to be reached there needed to be
supported judgements that weighed up extravagance against other factors. There were a considerable
number that achieved this, making interim judgements about each issue and then an overall judgement
about the role of extravagance vis a vis other factors as is seen in the example below.

Exemplar 2
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Question 3

As with Question 2, candidates who answered this question were usually able to explain a range of
reasons as to why Charles embarked on Personal Rule in 1629. It was encouraging to see the range
and variety of reasons that were discussed in the responses seen. A considerable number commented
on Charles’ personal attitude towards government and discussed the concept of divine right. There were
some responses which went back to James’ reign and argued that it might be seen as a continuous
development in the strained relations between king and Parliament. This approach was credited
provided that answers did not spend too long on the pre-1625 period. Many responses were able to
discuss Charles’ relationship with his parliaments and discuss issues such as religion, foreign policy and
finance. The strongest answers considered his relationship with Buckingham, the impact of his death
and the reaction of Parliament to it. This was seen by some as the ‘final straw’ for Charles and was then
linked back to other issues, such as foreign policy. Some answers also argued that when Charles
dissolved Parliament in 1629 there was no certainty that it would not be called again for eleven years
and compared it to James’ ruling without Parliament after 1614. Very few answers focused on the
Petition of Right, the Commons’ remonstrance and the actual events of the dissolution in 1629.
Despite this, many answers were able to assess the relative importance of issues even if this was done
only in a well-developed conclusion, which took the response to Level 5. However, as in the response
below there were answers where interim judgements were made and an overall judgement as to the
importance of a range of factors was reached.

Exemplar 3
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