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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y110/01 series overview 
Y110 is one of thirteen units for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an 
essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 
source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 
question from a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 
issue in the question.  

To do well on Section B candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. 

Overview of candidate performance 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s) and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• linked contextual knowledge to the source being discussed to show whether the view of the 
source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent to which the sources supported the view in the 
question 

• when answering the essay question discussed at least two issues in depth 

• made the supporting detail both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.  

 

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following: 

• did not consider both the provenance and use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment of the sources, with very little consideration of 
one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the question 

• made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions. 
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Question 1 

Most candidates were able to analyse the content of the four sources and reach a basic conclusion 
regarding those which supported the premise in the title and the sources that didn’t. The alternative 
viewpoint was often addressed in a cursory way however.  

Source A was generally used to support the view in the question by demonstrating the reluctance of 
workers to take part in strike answer for fear of the consequences for their own livelihoods. Provenance 
tended to be handled well with candidates aware of the significance of John Doherty’s testimony to the 
Select Committee. Even where this was unknown candidates made good use of the steer accompanying 
the source to produce a reasoned response. One omission in the evaluation of both A and B was the fact 
that both sources were given under oath and this was something that would have added valuable 
material to their evaluation. Contextual knowledge was sometimes very good, with knowledge of the 
Combination Acts usefully included by some candidates. Knowledge of the economic downturn of 1838 
was also used to good effect. 

Source B was also used to support the view in the question, with most candidates ignoring the fact that 
the strike mentioned had been ongoing for several weeks. Most concentrated on the content of the 
source but did not spot that since a police force was engaged to protect those returning to work then 
there was a determination to continue the strike on the part of some weavers. Provenance was generally 
well-handled, with most spotting that as this was a manufacturer then there would be a more 
sympathetic presentation of employers and an exaggerated sense of concern for the weavers present in 
his testimony. Contextual support proved challenging for candidates with some discussion of the Luddite 
campaigns and a more developed focus on the deterioration of weavers and the growth of factory work.  

Source C proved to be challenging with many candidates unsure of how to treat its content. Better 
responses focused on support for the strike from local preachers and the idea that workers felt they had 
God on their side showing that this source did not support the view in the question. There was fruitful 
discussion of the use of “blackleg” labour with candidates linking this to the content of Source D. 
Contextual support for C was less well developed with only the best candidates able to discuss the 
strength of unions in mining communities. A number of candidates were able to discuss the radicalism of 
Methodist preachers though and this proved to be a fruitful area on knowledge. Provenance tended to be 
focus on the nature of the diary being a personal observation, which was credited. Some candidates 
discussed the length of the strike as being 4 months and so demonstrating that there was solidarity in 
this case.  

Source D was usually linked to C and most candidates understood the implications of non-unionised 
labour and the abandonment of strikes by “knobsticks” in relation to the question’s premise. Better 
responses also considered how legal means were used to undermine unions. Provenance was handled 
well, with many candidates able to discuss Engels and his interest in the condition of the working 
classes. Even where this was unknown most were able to evaluate his opinions based on his role as 
sympathetic manufacturer. Many pointed out that Manchester was an important centre of industry and 
that unrest was common there. 

The example below demonstrates engagement with question, source evaluation, contextual knowledge 
and some errors- but still reaches L5 24 marks. 

  



A Level History A - Y110/01 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

 

 6 © OCR 2018 

Exemplar 1 
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Question 2* 

This was the least popular of the essay questions and answers tended to be much weaker in their 
approach. A significant number of candidates argued for the view in the question and had no real 
alternatives to consider. There were some narrative accounts of the Catholic Association focusing on 
O’Connell and his qualities and a more general understanding of its campaigns of the 1820s. Better 
responses were able to examine the aims of the Catholic Association, its size, the significance of the 
1826 general election and more importantly the outcome of the 1828 County Clare election, which was 
omitted by many, and the subsequent unrest that it caused. Very few candidates mentioned the terms of 
the 1829 Act. 

The alternative view was not well-developed. Stronger responses focused on “liberal toryism” and its 
growing support for reform as well as the support of Russell and the Whigs for reform. A few mentioned 
the electoral reforms in 1800 and the problematic idea that Catholics could vote but not sit in Parliament. 
Very few noted the repeal of other anti-Catholic laws as being a stepping stone to Emancipation. 

The example below demonstrates weak knowledge of the view in the question and a lack of alternative 
views – L2. 

Exemplar 2 
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Question 3* 

This was a significantly more popular essay. Most candidates had a very good understanding of the 
flaws in the parliamentary system. Weaker responses produced narrative accounts but usually with good 
levels of detail. Most produced a balanced argument and were able to demonstrate the flaws that were 
addressed alongside ongoing issues. These included property qualifications for electoral candidates, the 
over-representation of certain parts of the country, the lack of a secret ballot and the continuing problem 
of bribery and corruption. They were however able to balance these flaws against some genuine 
improvements including the removal of the worst of the rotten boroughs, the growth of representation for 
industrial towns, the growth in representation for Wales, Ireland and Scotland and the best answers 
discussed that the 1832 Act set a precedent for further reforms. 

The exemplar takes a thematic approach and is a well detailed answer for top L6. 
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Exemplar 3 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand 
students’ performance. 

It allows you to:

• Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole   
centres

• Analyse results at question and/or topic level

• Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

• Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk 
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OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2018 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
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company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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