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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y111/01 series overview
Y111 is one of thirteen units for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an
essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory
source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay
question from a choice of two.
To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the
issue in the question.
To do well on Section B candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.
Overview of candidate performance
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
•

considered the provenance of the source(s) and used relevant contextual knowledge

•

linked contextual knowledge to the source being discussed to show whether the view of the
source was valid or not

•

reached an overall judgement as to the extent to which the sources supported the view in the
question

•

when answering the essay question discussed at least two issues in depth

•

made the supporting detail both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the topic

•

reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question

•

made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
•

did not consider both the provenance and use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

•

wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment of the sources, with very little consideration of
one of the sources

•

reached a judgement based on their knowledge rather than the sources

•

showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay

•

were unable to support their answer with relevant material

•

did not focus on the precise wording of the question

•

made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions.
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Section A overview
Question 1

Most candidates were able to analyse the content of the four sources and reach a basic conclusion
regarding those which supported the premise in the title and the sources that didn’t. Sometimes the
result was often not in line with what was expected. For example, a number of candidates looked at the
last lines of Source A and surmised that the author was in fact threatening the Conservative government
and that the Liberals were aggressively challenging the Conservatives. Therefore, it was logically
considered by some candidates that Lloyd George was using the budget as a device to force a
constitutional crisis. Most candidates were confidently able to discuss his commitment to welfare reform
and there was some good discussion of Booth and Rowntree’s work to support the points made by Lloyd
George in the source. Again many candidates were able to point to the introduction of Old Age Pensions
and a significant number were able to refer to the intention to introduce insurance for workers.
Similarly candidates were able to use Source C to argue both views in the question with some pointing to
a long term plan by the Liberals to force a constitutional clash with the House of Lords following the
rejection of several bills. Many candidates pointed out that in rejecting a finance bill the Lords were in
fact provoking a challenge. Provenance was usually dealt with quite well. Source B caused few
problems, apart from issues of stock provenance, although a minority of candidates felt that the Times
would have been supportive of the Liberals rather than the Conservatives. Finally Source D was dealt
with as a straight forward source with an author whose primary concern is with self-interest. Provenance
was usually treated well, with most candidates able to point out that this was typical of a Lord who was
not prepared to concede anything to the Liberals. Contextual knowledge was usually sound with a
number of candidates able to refer to the elections of 1910 and the passage of the Parliament Bill.
The example below shows a high level response, with contextual knowledge and provenance used to
good effect and the judgement is developed.
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Exemplar 1
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Section B overview
Question 2

This question elicited a number of approaches from candidates. Most decided to look at a few areas and
provide evidence from Disraeli’s actions to support their argument. Most achieved a credible outcome.
Most answers were able to construct a two-sided argument, although it was common for the view in the
question to be covered only cursorily. Those that examined the idea that this idea was merely a slogan
pointed to the permissive nature of much of his social reforms, the ignoring of the Irish Question and the
protection of the Church of England. Surprisingly few examined the aristocratic make-up of the
Conservative Cabinet which, when used, proved fruitful. The counter-view was usually well-argued with
most candidates able to discuss his vision as set out in the speeches of 1872, coupled with knowledge of
his novels which clearly indicated an interest in social and political issues. Most candidates were able to
discuss the 2nd Reform Act and its design to win over the working-class vote, as well as a range of social
reforms that addressed national problems.
Weaker responses were unable to define “One Nation Conservatism” and as a result these responses
seemed to flounder without constructing a meaningful response, as per the example below. Occasionally
responses tended to focus on imperial policy to the exclusion of everything else and so only partial
responses were in evidence.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 3

This was the more popular of the essay questions and it proved to be reasonably well-answered.
Candidates found a range of factors to discuss. Most candidates argued that it was a disaster and
constructed a narrow argument around British military defeats, particularly in December 1899. Better
responses offered a more holistic response examining the British approach to the war, including the use
of internment camps and the sieges at Mafeking and Kimberley. The best responses also examined its
impact on public and political opinion showing how perceptions of the Empire changed as a result. The
alternative view saw candidates argue that the victory for Britain mitigated any of the above problems
and that press coverage actually highlighted how well British troops had performed under the conditions
they faced. They also pointed out the reforms passed as a result of the war showing that progress could
be seen in national efficiency, armed forces improvements and social reforms.
Some candidates appeared to be unsure of the outcome of the Boer War and thought the biggest
disaster was Britain’s defeat.
The example below shows a high level response using a thematic approach before coming to a
judgement.

Exemplar 3
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