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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y112/01 series overview 
Y112 is one of thirteen units for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an 
essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 
source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 
question from a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 
issue in the question.  

To do well on Section B candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. 

Overview of candidate performance 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s) and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• linked contextual knowledge to the source being discussed to show whether the view of the 
source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent to which the sources supported the view in the 
question 

• when answering the essay question discussed at least two issues in depth 

• made the supporting detail both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.  

 

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following: 

• did not consider both the provenance and use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment of the sources, with very little consideration of 
one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the question 

• made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions. 
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Section A overview 

Question 1 

Most candidates were able to analyse the content of the four sources and reach a basic conclusion 
regarding those which supported the premise in the title and the sources that didn’t. Sometimes the 
result was often not in line with what was expected. For example, a number of candidates looked at the 
last lines of Source A and surmised that the author was in fact threatening the Conservative government 
and that the Liberals were aggressively challenging the Conservatives. Therefore, it was logically 
considered by some candidates that Lloyd George was using the budget as a device to force a 
constitutional crisis. Most candidates were confidently able to discuss his commitment to welfare reform 
and there was some good discussion of Booth and Rowntree’s work to support the points made by Lloyd 
George in the source. Again many candidates were able to point to the introduction of Old Age Pensions 
and a significant number were able to refer to the intention to introduce insurance for workers. 

Similarly candidates were able to use Source C to argue both views in the question with some pointing to 
a long term plan by the Liberals to force a constitutional clash with the House of Lords following the 
rejection of several bills. Many candidates pointed out that in rejecting a finance bill the Lords were in 
fact provoking a challenge. Provenance was usually dealt with quite well.  Source B caused few 
problems, apart from issues of stock provenance, although a minority of candidates felt that the Times 
would have been supportive of the Liberals rather than the Conservatives. Finally Source D was dealt 
with as a straight forward source with an author whose primary concern is with self-interest. Provenance 
was usually treated well, with most candidates able to point out that this was typical of a Lord who was 
not prepared to concede anything to the Liberals. Contextual knowledge was usually sound with a 
number of candidates able to refer to the elections of 1910 and the passage of the Parliament Bill.  

The example below shows a high level response, with contextual knowledge and provenance used to 
good effect and the judgement is developed. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Section B overview 

Question 2* 

This question elicited fewer responses. In general candidates were successful where they focused on 
the idea of calmness, but too often answers drifted into a list of successes and failures and so did not 
address the issues in the question. Stronger responses were able to pick reasonable examples that 
could be linked to ‘calmness’, for example the preparations for the General Strike, Baldwin’s role in the 
Abdication Crisis and his role in the formation of the National Government. Few candidates mentioned 
the crisis on assuming the leadership of the party in 1923. The alternative view saw candidates examine 
how he appointed good people in economic and foreign affairs and delegated responsibility to them. The 
best mentioned him putting country before party in 1931 but often this side of the argument was less well 
developed.  

Weaker responses attempted to link ‘calmness’ to examples of policy which were unrelated to calmness 
and so drifted away from the main features of the question.  

The example below is a high level response showing one way in which candidates approached the 
question by looking at different aspects of Baldwin’s style thematically before coming to a judgement. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 3* 

This was the more popular of the two essay questions. For a significant number of candidates their 
arguments were primarily constructed around MacDonald’s decision to lead the National Government 
which meant that answers were only partial and thin in content. 

Better responses examined both viewpoints and were able to discuss the aims of the Labour Party and 
discuss the legislation of his second ministry, including that which demonstrated socialist intent. The 
strongest candidates were able to develop their answers in more depth and provide elements from within 
the examples which helped construct a much stronger argument including housing, the length of the 
working day, London transport and agriculture. They also were able to discuss the minority nature of the 
government and show how he did the best he could at that time. Alternative viewpoints examined 
Snowden’s need for balanced budgets and the cuts to unemployment benefits as examples of a betrayal 
of Labour policy.  

Most candidates were able to discuss the National Government formation and show how MacDonald put 
country before party, and there was much fruitful discussion on whether that amounted to betrayal or not. 

The example below shows a high level response looking at reforms of the second ministry as well as the 
formation of the National Government. It focuses fully on betrayal (i.e. the terms in the question) and is 
therefore well-rewarded.   

 

Exemplar 3 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand 
students’ performance. 

It allows you to:

• Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole   
centres

• Analyse results at question and/or topic level

• Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

• Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk 
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http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
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‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
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OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2018 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
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company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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