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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y113/01 series overview 
Y113 is one of thirteen units for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an 
essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 
source questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 
question from a choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 
issue in the question.  

To do well on Section B candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. 

Overview of candidate performance 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s) and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• linked contextual knowledge to the source being discussed to show whether the view of the 
source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent to which the sources supported the view in the 
question 

• when answering the essay question discussed at least two issues in depth 

• made the supporting detail both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.  

 

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following: 

• did not consider both the provenance and use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment of the sources, with very little consideration of 
one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the question 

• made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions. 
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Section A overview 

Question 1 

This question was largely handled well by the majority of candidates.  They were able to use contextual 
knowledge and provenance to engage with the tenets of the question. Source A seemed to pose few 
problems with many able to show how this demonstrated leadership at the start of the war when there 
was a national crisis. Knowledge in question 1 was occasionally excellent but a few candidates 
sometimes used evidence which was not really relevant. Churchill’s economic performance in 1925 had 
little bearing on his skill as a wartime leader in the 1940s. More fruitful were discussions about Dunkirk, 
Norway or even the alternatives offered by Halifax.  

Most candidates were also able to use Source B well, with many able to engage fruitfully with the 
provenance of the source, being a critic of Churchill. However, only the best answers understood the 
context of B and the vote of no confidence in Churchill which came out overwhelmingly in favour of his 
leadership. A significant number used the general context of 1942 to evaluate the source and were able 
to discuss how few victories there had been to that point. Many were also able to refer to the dismissals 
of Wavell and Auchinleck 

Source C was generally used quite well, with many candidates aware of the relationship between Brooke 
and Churchill. A number of candidates did confuse Lord Brooke with other generals who had been 
dismissed though. However others focused on Brooke’s comments about Churchill’s energy and the 
speeches that raised morale amongst the people. The best answers were able to discuss the 
disagreements that Brooke had with Churchill on strategy.  

Finally Source D was again used well. Most candidates could use the fact that Jacob worked with 
Churchill to ensure reasoned comments about provenance were well-developed. Most wanted to talk 
about Churchill’s energy and related this to the number of conferences and meetings that Churchill 
attended and a number of candidates had anecdotes about him holding meetings in the bath or whilst in 
bed. Others focused on his thirst for new ideas and there were references to the development of radar 
amongst other factors.  

The example below is reflective of a higher level response which is focused on the question throughout. 
Analysis and evaluation are developed and there is a strong focus on contextual knowledge to support 
the answer. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Section B overview 

Question 2 

This was the more popular of the essay questions.  The most fruitful approach tended to consider the 
political, economic and social problems faced and how well the Labour governments dealt with these. 
Better responses considered all three factors evenly although less successful responses dealt with the 
main positives (social policy, etc.) very quickly and sometimes dismissively, lacking real balance. The 
best responses considered the considerable number of social reforms and the transformation of society, 
particularly in the earlier period. 

There were some common errors including confusion over which Prime Ministers were in charge during 
each period and Heath and Callaghan were mixed up on several occasions. A significant number of 
candidates thought the 3 - day week was in 1979. Stronger responses examined the issues of industrial 
relations and were able to link the attempted reforms of the earlier government, including “In Place of 
Strife” with later issues including the Winter of Discontent. The economy was also generally treated well 
and was usually the discriminating factor between mid and high-level responses. The best responses 
focused on the rate of inflation, government cuts and the need for an IMF loan.   

The example below shows a high level response with a strong focus on the argument as well as an 
explained list of factors with strong judgement. 

Exemplar 1 
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Question 3 

This was the less popular of the two essay questions. There were a number of approaches noted, all of 
which had their merits. A minority focused on the impact of decolonisation on Britain, which was valid if 
accompanied by relevant knowledge and an assessment of impact.  Better answers looked at strife in 
former colonies and assessed the role of the Commonwealth.  Weaker ones floundered in 
generalisations and lacked factual support. The exemplar response below, for example, drifts from the 
question into foreign policy with limited coverage of decolonisation and is more about the topic in general 
than on demands of the question. A few answers lacked adequate knowledge with several only focusing 
on the Suez crisis and the Falklands War. Only the best answers focused clearly on successful case 
studies including the defeat of the Malayan insurrection or the transfer of power in Ghana. Where 
candidates focused on Britain being unsuccessful, the issues of Cyprus, Nigeria and Kenya were often 
noted.  

Exemplar 3 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand 
students’ performance. 

It allows you to:

• Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole   
centres

• Analyse results at question and/or topic level

• Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

• Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk 

Su
pp

or
ti

ng
 y

ou

CPD Hub

http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/
https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2018 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The 
Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA. Registered 
company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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