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Introduction
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.
Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper Y206/01 series overview
Y206 is one of twenty four Units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about one hundred years through a short answer essay and a traditional
essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a traditional
essay and candidates have to answer both parts of one question.
To do well on the short essay question (a), candidates need to consider the significance or importance
both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having analysed or
explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or significant.
To do well on the traditional essay candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed
supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they
discuss and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.
Overview of candidate performance
Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:
• gave equal consideration to the two issues in the short answer essay
• reached a developed and supported judgement as to which issue was more significant or
important
• linked their knowledge of the issues to the focus of the question
• in answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth
• gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic
• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question
• made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.
Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following:
• considered only one of the issues or discussed one in a superficial way
• produced a judgement that was not supported and was therefore assertion or a judgement that
did not follow logically from the response
• were unable to use their knowledge to address the issue in the question
• showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay
• were unable to support their answer with relevant or accurate material
• did not focus on the precise wording of the question
• made unsupported comments about issues which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)

Question 1 was the more popular of the two questions with very few responses to Question 2. In
answering this question most candidates discussed the period from Charles becoming king through to
the early 1520s. In particular most answers focused on how his election as Holy Roman Emperor and his
absence in 1519 played a significant role in the Communeros revolt. However, there were some lower
ability answers that considered the Germania revolt, which was not due to his absence. Responses also
commented on the impact of his Regency and the power of los Cobos, as well as the attitude of the
nobility to his absences. Many of the high ability answers argued that his absence had greater impact in
the early part of his rule, but that from the mid 1520s it was less of an issue and therefore wars abroad
had a greater overall impact and this allowed a supported judgement to be reached. Answers that
followed this line of reasoning noted the impact of wars on Spanish finances and pointed to the
bankruptcy that followed soon after Philip II came to the throne as evidence of the dire situation. There
were also some links made between the wars and Charles’ absence from Spain. The strongest answers
also considered the impact of wars on Spain’s relations with France, the Papacy and its trading interests
in the Mediterranean. This allowed candidates to again argue that wars had the greater impact given the
far reaching consequences.
In order to reach the higher levels, as the exemplar below shows, responses need to analyse both
factors in relation to the question and reach a supported judgement. The exemplar below shows a
response where both factors were analysed, but the judgement was not sufficiently developed to reach
the top of Level 6.

Exemplar 1
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Question 1 (b)

Many candidates displayed a good level of knowledge as to what Ferdinand and Isabella did during their
rule of Spain. The key to achieving a high level was to evaluate what they did and reach a supported
judgement as to which was their greatest achievement. A significant number of responses did not go
beyond describing or explaining their achievements and only the highest ability responses set out criteria
against which achievement could be judged. In discussing the pacification of Spain a range of issues
were often considered with some focusing on the civil war and disorder of 1474-9, whilst many looked at
law and order in the towns and countryside after the civil war. In taking the latter approach many
considered the establishment of the Hermandades and the use of corregidors. Many responses
considered the issue of the ‘taming the nobility’ and provided useful examples to support their argument.
However, a number of answers considered other possible achievements as meriting consideration as
their greatest achievement. In particular answers focused on their religious achievements, particularly in
light of their title as most catholic Monarchs and the conquest of Granada. Other responses also
considered the support given to Columbus and the resultant discovery of the New World and its
consequences.
Some of the lower ability answers drifted away from the question set and saw it as an opportunity to
answer whether Spain was more unified by 1516 and then suggest, in a final sentence or two that this
was their greatest achievement. However, with lower ability responses not only was the focus on
‘greatest achievement’ weak, but supporting knowledge and range was often limited.
It has been stressed that candidates need only to discuss a sufficient range to allow them to make a
valid judgement. Exemplar 2 shows an example of a well-developed response that reaches the top level.

Exemplar 2
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Question 2 (a)

There were very few responses to this question and it appeared as if many candidates were more
prepared for answering a question on the ending of La Convivencia. However, La Convivencia is named
in the Specification and even when discussing the ending of the practice candidates should have been
aware as to the benefits in order to understand why it was such a transformation. As a result, some
drifted to the impact of its ending, whilst others were often limited to quite general comments about
tolerance and integration. The strongest answers were able to comment on the tolerance between
different faiths and some did comment on the better treatment of Jews in Spain when compared to much
of Europe. Similarly, there was some comment about the treatment of the Moors in Granada after 1492.
In discussing the cultural achievements answers were again quite general with only occasional
comments about learning or trade.
Exemplar 3 shows the more general type answer that was seen and the drift in places towards
irrelevance when discussing social stability and the ending of the practice. However, it is stronger in
considering the cultural achievements, thus producing an imbalanced answer and this is why the
response was placed in Level 4, with the judgement helping to take it to the top of the level.

Exemplar 3
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Question 2 (b)

Although there were few answers to this question, those who did attempt it did display a better
understanding of some of the financial issues facing Charles. Most responses were able to explain why
there was a lack of income and commented on tax exemption for the nobility and the system of tax
farming or the fixing of alcabala at a time of inflation. Responses were usually able to explain other
issues and this often focused on costs, particularly of war. Some answers also considered the impact of
inflation and the influx of silver from the New World and the extent to which it created difficulties.
There were weaker answers which drifted from financial difficulties to trade and the economy. This was
relevant where the underdeveloped economy and reliance on the mesta impacted on income, but was
less relevant when the question was turned into one on the economy.
Exemplar 4 shows an answer where the candidate considers a range of issues. These are well
explained and there is some good supporting detail. However, the response is very ‘list like’ with no real
judgement as to the importance of each issue considered. The judgement appears only in the conclusion
which is why the response reaches only Level 5 rather than Level 6. The conclusion is developed and
therefore is not at the bottom of the level and the mark within the level is aided by the quality of the
explanation and supporting detail.

Exemplar 4
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